1. Professor James Cox:

Professor, School of Divinity, University of Edinburgh.

I have particular interests in the study of Indigenous Religions, with emphases on Africa and the Arctic, and in methodologies in the academic study of religions. My interest in approaches to the study of religions developed out of my first degree in philosophical phenomenology, but subsequently I have applied theory to practice in field studies conducted in Zimbabwe and Alaska. I became interested in Indigenous Religions after I was appointed to a lectureship in Alaska Pacific University in 1981, and pursued this further after my appointment in the University of Zimbabwe in 1989. From 1993, I directed the African Christianity Project in the University of Edinburgh's Centre for the Study of Christianity in the Non-Western World, forging links with universities and research institutes in western and southern Africa. In 1999, I was appointed as Reader in Religious Studies in the University of Edinburgh and for six years convened the Religious Studies Subject Group.

Academic Interests


I am the immediate past President of the British Association for the Study of Religions and Treasurer of the African Association for the Study of Religions. I serve on the Committee of the International Association for the History of Religions as one of two British representatives. I also co-edit (with Professor Gerrie ter Haar of The Netherlands) the Religion in Contemporary Africa Series, published by Africa World Press in the United States.

Current Research


I have just submitted a manuscript to Ashgate Publications, which will appear in 2007, under the title: From Primitive to Indigenous: The Academic Study of Indigenous Religions. 

Teaching Interests


Honours courses: 

· African Voices in the Study of Religions 

· Key Figures in the Study of Religions

· Shamanism

· Indigenous Religions: Sub-Saharan Africa.

2. Dr Graham Harvey:

I joined the RS team at the OU around two years ago - having previously been Principal Lecturer and Reader in Religious Studies at King Alfred's College, Winchester.

Research interests:

I've done research among Jews, Pagans, indigenous people, and a variety of other religious groups and individuals..  

3. Dr Heonik Kwon:

Lecturer, Social Anthropology, University of Edinburgh.

Research Interests:

Social and cultural history of the Cold War

Kinship and political history

Religion and politics

Symbolic ecology

4. Dr. Geo Trevarthen:

Dr. Geo Athena Trevarthen teaches with wisdom and humour, sharing ancient chants and shamanic practices to reveal Spirit’s presence with and within us. Geo grew up in an hereditary Celtic shamanic tradition, learning first from her mother and grandmother. She went on to further study of shamanism, as well as transpersonal and Gestalt psychology, theology, anthropology, ancient religions, and Celtic and Scottish Studies. She ultimately received a PhD from the University of Edinburgh for her groundbreaking work on Celtic shamanism. 

She’s spoken and taught at institutions ranging from St. Andrews University and Trinity College, Dublin, to Findhorn. Her choir performs sacred chant in Old Irish, Sumerian and Egyptian. She writes, works with individuals as an anama chara, (‘soul friend’—a spiritual mentor / holistic life coach) by phone, internet and in person, and conducts weddings and religious services. More information can be found at www.celticshamanism.com

5. Dr. Robert Wallis:

Dr Robert J Wallis is Associate Professor of Visual Culture and Director of the MA in Art History at Richmond the American International University in London, and Associate Lecturer with the Open University. He previously co-ordinated the MA Archaeology and Anthropology of Rock Art and lectured in Art and Representation at Southampton University. Robert’s research interests include: the re-presentation of the past in the present, specifically narratives by neo-shamans, and the interpretation and socio-political contexts of archaeological and indigenous arts, particularly in shamanistic communities. He is the author of the volume Shamans / neo-Shamans: Ecstasy, Alternative Archaeologies and Contemporary Pagans (Routledge 2003, short-listed for the Folklore Society Prize 2003) and co-author with Graham Harvey of a Historical Dictionary of Shamanism (Scarecrow Press, forthcoming 2006). With Jenny Blain, he co-directs of the Sacred Sites, Contested Rights/Rites Project: Contemporary Pagan Engagements with the Past (www.sacredsites.org.uk); their book of the same name will be published by Sussex Academic Press. Robert first identified as a ‘Pagan’ – and like many pagans felt that he had been on this path throughout his life – at the age of 16. Having explored Celtic mythology, Wicca, shamanism and Thelemic Magick from 1988-1994, he arrived at Heathenry (‘Northern Traditions’). He is the co-author of Galdrbok: Practical Heathen Runecraft, Shamanism and Magick (Wykeham Press 2005).

6. Natalie Keys:

Runs a private shamanic practice in Somerset, England where she teaches shamanism and practises as a healer.


7. Stephen Mulhearn:

SUNDOOR Master Trainer and founder of Giant Steps, and his partner and soul mate Victoria Mulhearn, Traditional Reiki Master/Teacher and qualified Physiotherapist, and SUNDOOR Master.

 
In addition to being a SUNDOOR Master Trainer, Stephen has been Initiated and given the right to teach by both Native American and Peruvian medicine people, weaving his love for Celtic Shamanism within his teachings to create a truly unique tapestry of transformation. His gifts of humour, knowledge and a contagious passion for life create courses that truly support people to turn their dreams into reality.

8. Claudia Goncalves/Mark Halliday: 

Claudia Goncalves and Mark Halliday are visionaries, community entrepreneurs and achievers who gently guide and inspire others. Mark, a secondary school teacher, Claudia, a linguist community interpreter and a mother, have both specialised on the areas of Complementary Medicine and Shamanism. They founded the Edinburgh Shamanic Centre in 2003 and over the years the Centre has expanded to include projects working with youth, complementary therapies and supporting children in Africa and Brazil. With the expansion, the FOUNDATION FOR PLANETARY HEALING was created.

At The Foundation for Planetary Healing they bring heart felt intentions into down-to-earth goals to benefit the whole web of life. They work towards raising awareness and consciousness for the healing of our planet and Its people.


9. Franco Santoro:

Franco Santoro is a shamanic facilitator, healer, artist, member of the Findhorn Foundation, the developer of astroshamanism and supply director of the Sacred Cone Circle. In 1964 he started regular connections with non-ordinary dimensions that led him to live a parallel life which was often cause of conflict in his relationship with conventional reality. In 1976, during a vision quest in Northern Scotland, he had a transformational experience which, after years of practice with shamans and medicine people, allowed him to find clarity about his connections and acknowledge his function as bridge between dimensions. His path of apprenticeship encompassed both the archaic traditions of his Italian natal descent (pre-Christian Mystery traditions, Gnostic and Christian shamanism), and those of other adopted lineages. His work is based on the connection with multi-dimensional realities for healing and deep transformational purposes, the retrieval and integration of the ancient Mistery traditions, the experiential definition of shamanism in the context of Christianity, the relationship with spirit guides and angelic forces..From 1996 he has run the Operative Training in Astroshamanism, an intensive programme for shamanic practitioners and healers. He is the author of A Guide Book to Astroshamanism, Sacred Cone Press, 2001; Astroshamanism: A Journey Into the Inner Universe, Findhorn Press, 2003; Astroshamanism: The Voyage Through the Zodiac, Findhorn Press, 2003, and of Iniziazione all’astrosciamanesimo: la via zodiacale alla Guida Interiore, Edizioni Mediterranee, 2000 (in Italian). He has also composed and produced a series of recordings, such as Drumming for the Astroshamanic Voyage (on CD/cassette). Franco lives in Northern Scotland, where he serves as resident member and educator of the Findhorn Foundation, regularly running workshops on astroshamanism, shamanic healing, trance dance and core educational programmes (Experience Week, Exploring Community Life, Spiritual Practice), employing his unique and innovative approach to support individuals or groups in connecting with their own authentic multi-dimensonal nature. He also regularly lectures and conducts seminars and consultations in Denmark, Germany, Italy, South Africa, Spain and other parts of the world.
10. Amy Hardie:

Amy Hardie is Head of Research at the Scottish Documentary Institute, based at Edinburgh College of Art. She has won awards for her previous documentaries, including a Creative Scotland award for A Beginner's Guide to Dying, a feature documentary in progress. Previous film projects include Into the Woods, a collaboration with theatre group I.O.U. which combined theatre, film projections and animation on the forest canopy, as well as prime time television documentaries such as Inside the Wig, which looked at the training and selection of judges in the UK, and Looking for Allah in England, about Britons converting to Islam. She is a graduate of the National Film and Television School.

11. Dr MaryCatherine Burgess:

MaryCatherine Burgess was active in community Civil Rights projects, interfaith social justice collaborations, and peace initiatives throughout her life in the USA.  She chaired both the Omaha Archdiocesan Human Relations Commission and the religion department of a Catholic secondary school.  In 1998 she co-founded a Celtic Teaching-Learning Community in Omaha, and in 2001 planned and co-facilitated with Joyce Rupp several Celtic Spirit retreats in North America.  MaryCatherine received an MSc in Celtic and Scottish Studies and a PhD in Divinity from the University of Edinburgh – both focused on shamanism in Scotland.  She currently works as part-time Edinburgh University chaplain.

