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2012 Middle East Festival Talk/Forum Events

From Sunday 29 January - Saturday 24 March 2012 the 9th Annual Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace, MESP 2012, will bring together people from a wide range of spiritual backgrounds, people working with peace, conflict, reconciliation and justice, educators, teachers, scholars and students, people from artistic and cultural backgrounds, people working with health, wellbeing and healing experiences and concerns, people from diverse cultures, traditions and communities, and people from across Scotland and internationally. 

More generally, everyone participates in an individual and non-representative capacity, to allow people to draw upon their own experiences and to share their unique visions and perspectives, and people of all backgrounds who respect the Festival ethos are warmly invited to participate in this spiritual, educational, artistic and cultural and international festival which celebrates peace and mutual understanding. 
There will be a Middle Eastern Film Festival at the Filmhouse from 6/2 - 20/2/2012, a Day Workshop on the History and Themes of Kurdish Cinema on 11/2/2012, a Masterclass with Yuksel Yavuz on 16/2/2012, externally organised Pre Events from 21/2 - 29/2/2012, Exhibitions from 29/1 - 17/3/2012, Main Events from 1/3 - 11/3/2012, a One World Peace Concert on 24/3/2012, and during April/May 2012 it is planned to offer the Middle Eastern Film Festival on Tour to small communities across Scotland.

The non-political nature of the Festival allows for an exceptional diversity among the participants. In total there will be some 85 events in MESP 2012.

The Festival is jointly organized by the Edinburgh International Centre for Spirituality and Peace, EICSP, Scottish Charity,  SC038996, and the Edinburgh Institute for Advanced Learning, EIAL, supported by partner organisations, funders, hosting organisations, as well as participating individuals and communities.

In MESP 2012 twelve thematic strands to the Festival will be explicit, to allow a range of entry routes into the Festival, and to allow a range of participation identities, namely:

1. Spirituality, Interspirituality and Intraspirituality; 2. Peace, Conflict, Reconciliation and Justice; 3. Education and Learning; 4. Arts and Culture; 5. Health, Wellbeing and Healing; 6. Equality, Diversity and Communities; 7. Environmental Responsibility and Climate Change; 8. Engagement with Science and Medicine; 9. Engagement with Communication Media; 10. Engagement with Business and Industry; 11. Engagement with Government, Parliament, NGOs, NPOs and Civic Society; 12. Celebrating Scotland and the Middle East.

MESP 2012 brings together a range of talk/forum events (listed in detail in the Notes for Editors) on the following themes:

Thursday 1 March 2012: 2012 Middle East Festival Forum on Spirituality, Religion and Film.

Friday 2 March 2012: 2012 Middle East Festival Forum on Spirituality, Mental Health and WellBeing.

Saturday 3 March 2012: 2012 Middle East Festival Forum on Aggression, Leadership and Masculinity.

Wednesday 7 March 2012: 2012 Middle East Festival Forum on Culture, Health and WellBeing.

Friday 9 March 2012: 2012 Middle East Festival Forum on Transpersonal History and the Future of Peace in the Middle East.

Saturday 10 March 2012: 2012 Middle East Festival Forum on Conflict and seeing different points of view.

Sunday 11 March 2012: 2012 Middle East Festival Forum on the Middle East and the West.

The Festival brings together at least three different kinds of presentations. First, we hope to learn from each other about our shared traditions, as well as those that form the unique voice of any one of us. Second, we will hear from those who have been active in peacemaking on a spiritual and secular basis on the ground in the Middle East. Third, we invite participants to share in the musical and spiritual practice presented, in order to gain an experiential view of the traditions that we discuss.

One of the Festival’s overriding aims is to contribute to peace and mutual understanding through dialogue, spiritual and artistic practice, and improved mutual understanding among the spiritual, secular, educational and artistic and cultural traditions that have arisen in what is now known as the Middle East, and among those who have found a home in Scotland. No speaker represents, or can represent, the totality of any tradition, and experiential and evaluative perspectives are particularly welcome.

Middle East Festival Co-Founders and Co-Directors Neill Walker and Dr Neil Douglas-Klotz said:

‘The Festival positively affirms the diversity contained within the spiritual and cultural traditions of the Middle East, as well as those here in Scotland. The Festival takes no fixed position on any political, ethical or cultural question. We intend rather to create a forum in which we can listen to one another deeply and learn with open minds and hearts. The emphasis of the Festival is on spiritual, secular, educational and artistic and cultural approaches to peace and mutual understanding.’
Contact: 

Neill Walker, +44 (0) 131 331 4469, mesp2012@hotmail.co.uk, www.mesp.org.uk  

ENDS

Notes for Editors

● Middle East Festival Website: www.mesp.org.uk 
● Middle East Festival News Releases and Articles: news releases for the 2012 Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace can be downloaded from the Festival Website, www.mesp.org.uk, or are available from Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, mesp2012@hotmail.co.uk
● Middle East Festival Interviews and Photo Opportunities: contact Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, mesp2012@hotmail.co.uk
● Middle East Festival Pictures: some emailable pictures for the 2012 Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace are available from Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, mesp2012@hotmail.co.uk
● Middle East Festival Brochure: a PDF of the full-colour A5 Festival Brochure for the 2012 Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace will be available to download from the Festival Website, www.mesp.org.uk, or hard copies are available from Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, mesp2012@hotmail.co.uk
● Middle East Festival Poster: the Poster for the 2012 Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace will be available to download from the Festival Website, www.mesp.org.uk, or it can be emailed as a high resolution jpeg from Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, mesp2012@hotmail.co.uk
● Further Middle East Festival Information: further information on the 2012 Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace can be downloaded from the Festival Website, www.mesp.org.uk, or is available from Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, mesp2012@hotmail.co.uk

● Festival Booking Offers and Passes: For events in Edinburgh in the Festival Brochure between Thursday 1 March 2012 - Sunday 11 March 2012 inclusive: write a note of the Festival Booking Offer or Pass that you wish to purchase, with your name, address and email. Once we receive your cheque and note, then your Festival Booking Offer or Pass will be emailed to you.

The following Festival Booking Offer and Passes are available for MESP 2012, during the dates Thursday 1 March 2012 - Sunday 11 March 2012 inclusive, for MESP events in Edinburgh included in the Festival Brochure: 

Eleven day pass: £300/£250 (Concessions).

Seven day pass (not including weekends): £200/£150 (Concessions).

Attend 5 or more workshops, get one free (not including weekends).
● Concessions: Concessions are available to Senior Citizens, the Unwaged, Students and the Disabled. In the case of those who are visually impaired and those in wheelchairs, the concession is extended to one escort. Please inform us of any special needs well in advance.

● Festival Event Booking and Booking Offers and Passes:

Online: www.mesp.org.uk 

Phone: +44 (0) 131 331 4469

Email: mesp2012@hotmail.co.uk
Events can be booked online, using Paypal, and workshop registration forms or a Festival Brochure or Poster can be downloaded through www.mesp.org.uk. You can also email or phone to receive event information, workshop registration forms or a Festival Brochure or Poster.

● Middle East Festival Funding and Support: 

The Festival organisers would like to acknowledge and thank those organisations and individuals who have offered financial and in-kind support to this Festival.

Financial and in-kind support towards the Festival in general has come from Creative Scotland, Goethe-Institut Glasgow, Filmhouse, Kalliopeia Foundation, Pump House Trust, Shalem Institute, the Augustine United Church, the Edinburgh International Centre for Spirituality and Peace, EICSP, Scottish Charity, SC038996, and the Edinburgh Institute for Advanced Learning, EIAL. Support for individual events is listed beside the event itself.
In-kind support has come from organizations who we have worked with to organize specific Festival events. These organizations are listed beside the specific events which they have been involved with. Further in-kind support has come from a range of hosting and supporting organizations and individuals.
● MESP 2012 Talk/Forum Events:
Thursday 1 March 2012

Event: The 2012 Middle East Festival Forum on Spirituality, Religion and Film.

Speaker: Dr Nacim Pak-Shiraz, Lecturer in Persian and Film Studies, the University of Edinburgh.

Title: Representations of Spirituality and Religion through Film.

Chair: Dr Stefanie Van de Peer is a researcher of women's films from the Middle East and North Africa. She has published widely on Tunisian, Egyptian, Syrian and Lebanese films. 

Forum on Spirituality, Religion and Film.

Forum Panellists: Dr Amy Hardie, Head of Research - Scottish Documentary Institute; James McKenzie worked for the Filmhouse as Chief Operating Officer between 1995 and 2011, during which time he worked on over 200 film seasons, including Cinemamed, a major retrospective of Arab cinema. He currently works at Stills, Scotland's Centre for Photography; Prof Jolyon Mitchell, Director of the Centre for Theology and Public Issues (CTPI), the University of Edinburgh.

Venue: Sanctuary, Augustine United Church, 41 George IV Bridge, Edinburgh, EH1 1EL.

Time: Registration: 6.30pm-7pm. Discussion/Forum: 7pm-9.15pm.

Event Description: The presentation will be illustrated by film clips throughout. Dr Nacim Pak-Shiraz obtained her PhD in Film and Media from the University of London’s School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS). She was a lecturer at the Institute of Ismaili Studies from 2007–2010 where she taught various subjects including Iranian Cinema and Literature of Muslim Societies. Dr Pak-Shiraz’s interests include Iranian and Middle Eastern cinema, religion and spirituality in film and media, religion and the Iranian performing arts, contemporary expressions of Shi‘i Islam in art and material culture, and Persian language and literature.

Cost: £5/£3 (Concessions) on the door on the night.

Contact: Neill Walker, mesp2012@hotmail.co.uk, 0131 331 4469.

Friday 2 March 2012

Event: The 2012 Middle East Festival Forum on Spirituality, Mental Health and WellBeing.

Speaker: Prof Chris Cook, Professorial Research Fellow in the Department of Theology and Religion at Durham University, and Director of the Project for Spirituality, Theology and Health at Durham University.

Title: Spirituality and Mental Wellbeing.

Chair: Rev Prof Stephen G Wright RN RCNT RNT DipN DANS RPTT MSc FRCN MBE, University of Cumbria, Carlisle. Founding Editor: “Spirituality and Health International,” Chairman: The Sacred Space Foundation.
Forum on Spirituality, Mental Health and Wellbeing.

Forum Panellists: Prof David Fergusson FRSE, Prof of Divinity and Principal of New College, Vice-Principal of the University of Edinburgh; Isabella Goldie, Head of Mental Health Programmes, Scotland, Mental Health Foundation; John McMahon is Lead Chaplain (Primary Care, Community and Mental Health Services) with NHS Lothian, based at the Royal Edinburgh Hospital and Associated Services.

Venue: Sanctuary, Augustine United Church, 41 George IV Bridge, Edinburgh, EH1 1EL.

Time: Registration: 6.30pm-7pm. Discussion/Forum: 7pm-9.15pm.

Event Description: Spirituality is increasingly recognised as an important consideration in provision of mental health care. Mental health service users are requesting that it be addressed, and research is suggesting that it is important that it is addressed, in the treatment of mental disorders. However, many of the world’s major traditions of spirituality have long recognised that spiritual wellbeing and mental wellbeing are not easily separated. An eastern tradition of Christian spirituality, within which mental watchfulness is considered to be important, will be considered as an example of the way in which some spiritual traditions have long recognised that spirituality and mental wellbeing are actually inseparable.

Professor Chris Cook is a Professorial Research Fellow in the Department of Theology and Religion at Durham University and a Consultant in Substance Misuse with Tees, Esk and Wear Valleys NHS Foundation Trust. He trained at St George's Hospital Medical School, London, and has worked in the psychiatry of substance misuse for 25 years. He was ordained as an Anglican priest in 2001. He is Director of the Project for Spirituality, Theology and Health at Durham University and an editor (with Andrew Powell and Andrew Sims) of Spirituality and Psychiatry (Royal College of Psychiatrists Press, 2009).

Cost: £5/£3 (Concessions) on the door on the night.

Contact: Neill Walker, mesp2012@hotmail.co.uk, 0131 331 4469.

Saturday 3 March 2012

Event: The 2012 Middle East Festival Forum on Aggression, Leadership and Masculinity.

Speaker: Prof Andrew Samuels.

Title: Transformations of Aggression: Personal and Political Perspectives.

Chair: Carol Craig is Chief Executive of the Centre for Confidence and Wellbeing - a small Scottish based charity which she set up in 2005. Carol is author of three books: The Scots' Crisis of Confidence; Creating Confidence: a handbook for professionals working with young people; and The Tears that Made the Clyde: Wellbeing in Glasgow. Prior to setting up the Centre Carol ran her own training and development consultancy.

Forum on Attitudes to Aggression, Leadership and Masculinity.

Forum Panellists: Lynn Jamieson is a Co-Director of the Centre for Research on Families and Relationships www.crfr.ac.uk and a Professor in Sociology at the University of Edinburgh. She has had a long interest in gender and violence. Her portfolio of research includes studies of rape and sexual assault trials in Scotland; Andrew Lyon was for number of years the Director of Glasgow Healthy Cities. He is now with the International Futures Forum; Brodie Paterson, Ph.D., M.Ed., RMN, RNLD, RNT, Dip Nursing, FEANS, Director CALM Training Ltd, Chair of the European Network for Training in the Prevention and Management of Aggression.

Venue: Sanctuary, Augustine United Church, 41 George IV Bridge, Edinburgh, EH1 1EL.

Time: Registration: 6.30pm-7pm. Discussion/Forum: 7pm-9.15pm.

Event Description: New thinking about political leadership, the father and masculinity, and spirituality is mobilised in an attempt to understand aggression better. No other topic seems as unmanageable and intractable in today's world. Psychological and spiritual approaches seem equally impotent. Can we do better?

Among the themes picked up in the Forum discussion will include: Differing religious and spiritual attitudes to aggression (and retaliation). Leadership. Masculinity (and aggression). Pacifism. Turn other cheek, among others.

Andrew Samuels is Professor of Analytical Psychology at the University of Essex and holds visiting chairs at New York, London and Roehampton. He is well-known internationally as a political consultant and commentator from a therapy perspective on social issues. He has written about multi-faith themes and contemporary spiritualities. He is a Jungian analyst and Chair of the United Kingdom Council for Psychotherapy. Co-founder of Psychotherapists and Counsellors for Social Responsibility. His books have been translated into 19 languages and include The Political Psyche and Politics on the Couch. See:  www.andrewsamuels.com

Cost: £5/£3 (Concessions) on the door on the night.

Contact: Neill Walker, mesp2012@hotmail.co.uk, 0131 331 4469.

Wednesday 7 March 2012

Event: The 2012 Middle East Festival Forum on Culture, Health and WellBeing.

Speaker: Prof Phil Hanlon, Professor of Public Health, the University of Glasgow.

Title: Afternow: What's next for the Health of Society?

Chair: Rev Sandy Young, Head of Service, NHS Lothian Spiritual and Bereavement Care.
Forum on Culture, Health and WellBeing.

Forum Panellists: Prof Raj Bhopal, CBE, Bruce and John Usher Professor of Public Health and Honorary Consultant in Public Health Medicine, the University of Edinburgh; Maureen O'Neill is the Director of Faith in Older People which is a small voluntary organisation which focuses on spiritual care and ageing. Previously she was Director of Age Concern Scotland, now AGE, and has been involved in the voluntary sector in Scotland in various capacities for over 30 years; Dr Richard Woolfson is a child psychologist and author of more than a dozen books on child and family psychology, which have been translated into more than 30 languages.

Venue: Sanctuary, Augustine United Church, 41 George IV Bridge, Edinburgh, EH1 1EL.

Time: Registration: 6.30pm-7pm. Discussion/Forum: 7pm-9.15pm.

Event Description: Among topics covered will include: the benefits of modernity; the limitations of the benefits of modernity and how we now experience adverse effects; the so called 'dis-eases of modernity'; our 'stuckness' or ingenuity gap - why we find it so hard to get out of our predicament; some root causes - materialism, individualism, scientism, economism, consumerism; why the sustainability crisis makes change inevitable; why the change seems to amount to 'change in age' in which a new inner life and outer world is likely to emerge; the threats but also opportunities inherent in this situation.

Phil Hanlon was educated in the West of Scotland and graduated in medicine from Glasgow University in 1978. Following a period when he gained clinical experience in adult medicine and general practice, he took up a research post with the Medical Research Council in the Gambia, West Africa. On returning to the UK he completed a period of training in public health after which he was appointed to the post of Director of Health Promotion with the Greater Glasgow Health Board. In 1994 Phil moved to become a Senior Lecturer in Public Health at the University of Glasgow and was promoted to Professor in 1999. Between January 2001 and April 2003 Phil undertook a secondment to establish the Public Health Institute of Scotland. 

Cost: £5/£3 (Concessions) on the door on the night.

Contact: Neill Walker, mesp2012@hotmail.co.uk, 0131 331 4469.

Friday 9 March 2012

Event: The 2012 Middle East Festival Forum on Transpersonal History and the Future of Peace in the Middle East.

Speaker: Thomas Clough Daffern PhD.

Title: “Transpersonal History and the Future of Peace in the Middle East:

Towards a Truth and Reconciliation Commission for the Middle East"

Chair: David Lorimer, MA, PGCE, FRSA is a writer, lecturer and editor who is Programme Director of the Scientific and Medical Network and has been Editor of Network Review since 1986.

Forum on Transpersonal History and the Future of Peace in the Middle East.

Venue: Sanctuary, Augustine United Church, 41 George IV Bridge, Edinburgh, EH1 1EL.

Time: Registration: 6.30pm-7pm. Discussion/Forum: 7pm-9.15pm.

Event Description: This talk will consist of a detailed study of the ideas underlying transpersonal history, a new historical methodology based on combining the findings of transpersonal psychology with those of scientific historiography. Applying the core ideas of transpersonal history to the problematic history of the Middle East, the talk will consider the various competing historiographies and narratives that go to make up the complex mosaic of stories that comprise the historical memories and lineages of thought that people this crowded region.

From this perspective, we will then go on to look at the role that competing historical narratives play in framing contemporary conflict and war – how the recent and ongoing wars and violent conflicts in the Middle East are framed and perpetuated by appealing to historical narratives of revenge, justice, retribution, grief and pain.

As transpersonal historians however, taking on board the insights of modern thinkers such as Maslow, Rogers, Assagioli, Jung, Wilber, Grof, Sorokin, Buscaglia, and many other leading transpersonal thinkers, we can begin to ask – is there a way that we can rise to a new kind of consciousness, and look down on these past narratives as ancient stories of past hurt and pain, to which we have all contributed, through taking positions that were less than fully representing our authentic potential as self-actualised human beings? We can begin to ask – what would be the implications for the Middle East, and then for the rest of the world? If we actually factored in an awakening of consciousness on a mass level, moving away from violence, and towards non-violence, authenticity, love and wisdom as the primary modes of relating to ourselves and others? The talk will also explore how these precise narratives are actually embedded in the ancient wisdom teachings of the Middle East. Finally, the nascent work of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of the Middle East will also be presented, as arising out of the theoretic work sketched above, and a brief documentary about its work will be shared. We will end with a brief description of the Golden Gate Project.

Cost: £5/£3 (Concessions) on the door on the night.

Contact: Neill Walker, mesp2012@hotmail.co.uk, 0131 331 4469.

Saturday 10 March 2012

Event: The 2012 Middle East Festival Forum on Conflict and seeing different points of view.

Speaker: Dr Eolene Boyd-MacMillan.
Title: Conflict in Relationships. 
Chair: Hugh R Donald OBE.

Forum on Conflict and seeing different points of view. Mediation, law, business, science, international relations and art can each facilitate the transformation of conflict into opportunities for insight and growth, whether on the individual, inter-personal or inter-group level. Our panel features key contributors from these fields.

Forum Panellists: Philip Archer, Principal of Leith School of Art, painter, graduate of the Royal Academy, and Ginny Elston, art student; Mary Sharpe, Founder of Sharpe Thinking; John Sturrock QC, Founder and CEO, Core Solutions Group.

Venue: Sanctuary, Augustine United Church, 41 George IV Bridge, Edinburgh, EH1 1EL.

Time: Registration: 6.30pm-7pm. Discussion/Forum: 7pm-9.15pm.

Event Description: In a globalised context, people of different cultures and worldviews are rubbing shoulders in new ways. On issues of deep difference, mere tolerance is insufficient. To transform conflict or exclusion arising from diversity we need to own and maintain our own personal values while appreciating the deep values of others who are different. This requires the skill of Integrative Complexity (IC). IC is a core life skill that enables us to move toward practical win-win solutions. IC promotes relationships of integrity and equality. It is about HOW we think, not WHAT we think. It is a neutral framework that allows individuals to affirm their own and others’ deep values. Decades of research by Prof Peter Suedfeld and colleagues show that when levels of Integrative Complexity (IC) rise, peaceful solutions to conflict ensue. When IC drops, violent conflict is predicted. 

The first to ‘reverse engineer’ the construct of IC developed by Suedfeld and colleagues, Eolene and her PRRG Cambridge University colleagues use IC to help groups and individuals to maximise an array of human values, such as justice and mercy. Flexible use of IC enables people to engage with difference constructively, overcoming cognitive constriction and social polarisation arising from the ‘threat’ of deep difference or opposing worldviews. The approach that will be introduced is based on changing ‘us-vs.-them’ perceptions of social reality by improving the quality of people’s whole person information processing, achieving high Integrative Complexity (IC), particularly in the domain of values.

Dr Eolene Boyd-MacMillan has recently returned to England after five years in Edinburgh where she continues to have strong links. While in Edinburgh, she ran the Children and Young People’s Counselling and Creative Play Therapy Service at Wallace House, Edinburgh, CrossReach Counselling: Lothians (part of the Social Care Council for the Church of Scotland). She pioneered an initiative with the Leith School of Art partnering young clients with art students in order to co-create works of art as part of their therapeutic and developmental processes. She served as Associate Lecturer with the School of Health, Department of Counselling and Psychotherapy, the University of Edinburgh, where she taught an inter-disciplinary master’s level course on ‘Personal Transformation, Spirituality and Counselling.’ It proved a popular elective seminar with students enrolling from the Divinity, Nursing and Social Work Schools as well as from Counselling. She had a private counselling practice for adults and offered ‘spiritual direction’ as well. Throughout her time in Edinburgh and currently, she has been Research Associate with the Psychology and Religion Research Group, Faculty of Divinity, the University of Cambridge, an Associate with the Cambridge Institute for Applied Psychology and Religion and an Associate Lecturer in the Cambridge Theological Federation. A psychologist and practical theologian, counsellor and spiritual director, her current work explores the intersection of religious and spiritual issues with mental health as well as conflict transformation at the local and national levels. Other research focuses on spiritual transformation (in Transformation, 2006), social and personal psychological processes in faith communities (in the Human Face of Church, 2007), and conflict transformation among senior religious leaders of differing religious orientations (in Conflict Transformation, 2008) and in diverse inter-personal contexts (in Conflict in Relationships, 2010). 

Cost: £5/£3 (Concessions) on the door on the night.

Contact: Neill Walker, mesp2012@hotmail.co.uk, 0131 331 4469.

Sunday 11 March 2012

Event: The 2012 Middle East Festival Forum on the Middle East and the West.

Speaker: Prof Hugh Goddard, Director of the HRH Prince Alwaleed bin Talal Centre for the Study of Islam in the Contemporary World, the University of Edinburgh.

Title: The Middle East and the West: what are the prospects? - exploring some of the contemporary developments, and also some of the different dimensions, political, historical and cultural, as well as spiritual and religious.

Chair: Nancy Adams, a former lecturer in International Relations with the London programme of the University of Southern California, has been a 'Living Letter' to Israel/Palestine with the World Council of Churches, worked with Windows for Peace and the Families Forum, and is involved with the Scottish Palestinian Forum and the Edinburgh Women's Interfaith Group.

Forum on the Middle East and the West.

Forum Panellists: Rev Clarence Musgrave, was minister of St Andrew's Scots Memorial Church, Jerusalem, 2000-2006; Rabbi Mark L Solomon is Interfaith Consultant for Liberal Judaism, Minister of the Edinburgh and Manchester Liberal Jewish Communities, and Lecturer in Talmud at Leo Baeck College; Prof Dabir Tehrani, Honorary Professor at Heriot-Watt University since April 1984. 

Venue: Sanctuary, Augustine United Church, 41 George IV Bridge, Edinburgh, EH1 1EL.

Time: Registration: 6.30pm-7pm. Discussion/Forum: 7pm-9pm.

Event Description: Recent events in both the West (e.g. the banking crisis) and the Middle East (e.g. the 'Arab Spring') have made it abundantly clear that both regions are very much in a state of flux, politically, economically, socially and religiously.  This talk will examine these recent developments and offer some comment on the implications which they have for the relationship between the Middle East and the West.

Prof Hugh Goddard is the Director of the Prince Alwaleed Bin Talal Centre for the Study of Islam in the Contemporary World. Prof Goddard was an undergraduate in Oxford, where he studied Islamic History under Albert Hourani, and then took his doctorate from the Centre for the Study of Islam and Christian-Muslim Relations in Birmingham, where his supervisor was David Kerr. He has worked and studied in the Middle East, in Lebanon, Jordan and Egypt, and has also undertaken a number of research visits to other regions of the Islamic World, including Pakistan, India, Nigeria, Malaysia, Indonesia and Central Asia. Prior to moving to Edinburgh he worked in the Department of Theology and Religious Studies in the University of Nottingham, where he served as Professor of Christian-Muslim Relations from 2004.

Cost: £5/£3 (Concessions) on the door on the night.

Contact: Neill Walker, mesp2012@hotmail.co.uk, 0131 331 4469.

