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2012 Middle East Festival Exhibitions 
From Sunday 29 January - Saturday 24 March 2012 the 9th Annual Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace, MESP 2012, will bring together people from a wide range of spiritual backgrounds, people working with peace, conflict, reconciliation and justice, educators, teachers, scholars and students, people from artistic and cultural backgrounds, people working with health, wellbeing and healing experiences and concerns, people from diverse cultures, traditions and communities, and people from across Scotland and internationally. 

More generally, everyone participates in an individual and non-representative capacity, to allow people to draw upon their own experiences and to share their unique visions and perspectives, and people of all backgrounds who respect the Festival ethos are warmly invited to participate in this spiritual, educational, artistic and cultural and international festival which celebrates peace and mutual understanding. 
There will be a Middle Eastern Film Festival at the Filmhouse from 6/2 - 20/2/2012, a Day Workshop on the History and Themes of Kurdish Cinema on 11/2/2012, a Masterclass with Yuksel Yavuz on 16/2/2012, externally organised Pre Events from 21/2 - 29/2/2012, Exhibitions from 29/1 - 17/3/2012, Main Events from 1/3 - 11/3/2012, a One World Peace Concert on 24/3/2012, and during April/May 2012 it is planned to offer the Middle Eastern Film Festival on Tour to small communities across Scotland.

The non-political nature of the Festival allows for an exceptional diversity among the participants. In total there will be some 85 events in MESP 2012.

The Festival is jointly organized by the Edinburgh International Centre for Spirituality and Peace, EICSP, Scottish Charity,  SC038996, and the Edinburgh Institute for Advanced Learning, EIAL, supported by partner organisations, funders, hosting organisations, as well as participating individuals and communities.

In MESP 2012 twelve thematic strands to the Festival will be explicit, to allow a range of entry routes into the Festival, and to allow a range of participation identities, namely:

1. Spirituality, Interspirituality and Intraspirituality; 2. Peace, Conflict, Reconciliation and Justice; 3. Education and Learning; 4. Arts and Culture; 5. Health, Wellbeing and Healing; 6. Equality, Diversity and Communities; 7. Environmental Responsibility and Climate Change; 8. Engagement with Science and Medicine; 9. Engagement with Communication Media; 10. Engagement with Business and Industry; 11. Engagement with Government, Parliament, NGOs, NPOs and Civic Society; 12. Celebrating Scotland and the Middle East.

MESP 2012 brings together a range of exhibitions and displays (listed in detail in the Notes for Editors) on the themes:

Byzantium: Gateway between East and West; 

Remembered Places, Places Remembered; and,

Aisha Al-Sadie Solo Exhibition: Land of the Sun.
Middle East Festival Co-Founders and Co-Directors Neill Walker and Dr Neil Douglas-Klotz said:

‘The Festival positively affirms the diversity contained within the spiritual and cultural traditions of the Middle East, as well as those here in Scotland. The Festival takes no fixed position on any political, ethical or cultural question. We intend rather to create a forum in which we can listen to one another deeply and learn with open minds and hearts. The emphasis of the Festival is on spiritual, secular, educational and artistic and cultural approaches to peace and mutual understanding.’
Contact: 

Neill Walker, +44 (0) 131 331 4469, mesp2012@hotmail.co.uk, www.mesp.org.uk  

ENDS

Notes for Editors

● Middle East Festival Website: www.mesp.org.uk 
● Middle East Festival News Releases and Articles: news releases for the 2012 Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace can be downloaded from the Festival Website, www.mesp.org.uk, or are available from Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, mesp2012@hotmail.co.uk
● Middle East Festival Interviews and Photo Opportunities: contact Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, mesp2012@hotmail.co.uk
● Middle East Festival Pictures: some emailable pictures for the 2012 Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace are available from Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, mesp2012@hotmail.co.uk
● Middle East Festival Brochure: a PDF of the full-colour A5 Festival Brochure for the 2012 Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace will be available to download from the Festival Website, www.mesp.org.uk, or hard copies are available from Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, mesp2012@hotmail.co.uk
● Middle East Festival Poster: the Poster for the 2012 Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace will be available to download from the Festival Website, www.mesp.org.uk, or it can be emailed as a high resolution jpeg from Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, mesp2012@hotmail.co.uk
● Further Middle East Festival Information: further information on the 2012 Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace can be downloaded from the Festival Website, www.mesp.org.uk, or is available from Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, mesp2012@hotmail.co.uk

● Festival Booking Offers and Passes: For events in Edinburgh in the Festival Brochure between Thursday 1 March 2012 - Sunday 11 March 2012 inclusive: write a note of the Festival Booking Offer or Pass that you wish to purchase, with your name, address and email. Once we receive your cheque and note, then your Festival Booking Offer or Pass will be emailed to you.

The following Festival Booking Offer and Passes are available for MESP 2012, during the dates Thursday 1 March 2012 - Sunday 11 March 2012 inclusive, for MESP events in Edinburgh included in the Festival Brochure: 

Eleven day pass: £300/£250 (Concessions).

Seven day pass (not including weekends): £200/£150 (Concessions).

Attend 5 or more workshops, get one free (not including weekends).
● Concessions: Concessions are available to Senior Citizens, the Unwaged, Students and the Disabled. In the case of those who are visually impaired and those in wheelchairs, the concession is extended to one escort. Please inform us of any special needs well in advance.

● Festival Event Booking and Booking Offers and Passes:

Online: www.mesp.org.uk 

Phone: +44 (0) 131 331 4469

Email: mesp2012@hotmail.co.uk
Events can be booked online, using Paypal, and workshop registration forms or a Festival Brochure or Poster can be downloaded through www.mesp.org.uk. You can also email or phone to receive event information, workshop registration forms or a Festival Brochure or Poster.

● Middle East Festival Funding and Support: 

The Festival organisers would like to acknowledge and thank those organisations and individuals who have offered financial and in-kind support to this Festival.

Financial and in-kind support towards the Festival in general has come from Creative Scotland, Goethe-Institut Glasgow, Filmhouse, Kalliopeia Foundation, Pump House Trust, Shalem Institute, the Augustine United Church, the Edinburgh International Centre for Spirituality and Peace, EICSP, Scottish Charity, SC038996, and the Edinburgh Institute for Advanced Learning, EIAL. Support for individual events is listed beside the event itself.
In-kind support has come from organizations who we have worked with to organize specific Festival events. These organizations are listed beside the specific events which they have been involved with. Further in-kind support has come from a range of hosting and supporting organizations and individuals.
● MESP 2012 Exhibitions

Sunday 29 January - Saturday 17 March 2012
Event: Talk and Exhibition Opening: Byzantium: Splendour Perfected. 

A short talk on the history of Byzantium, the role of women in society and the role of the court by Vesna Petkovic.

Venue: The Scotland-Russia Institute, 9 South College Street, Edinburgh, EH8 9AA.

Date: Friday 3 February 2012.

Time: 6pm-8pm.

Event Description: Vesna Petkovic, director of ProArt, is the curator of the exhibition “Byzantium: Gateway between East and West” (Scotland-Russia Institute 4 February-17 March). At the opening of the exhibition she will give a short talk, with a focus on the restricted lives of women in Byzantium. They spent the greater part of their life in their homes, did not sit at table with men, unless they were close relatives, and their education was limited, although almost all were literate.

Cost: Open to all, no charge but booking essential due to restricted space. Light refreshments.

Contact: 0131 668 3635, info@scotlandrussiaforum.org

Event: Exhibition: Byzantium: Gateway between East and West.

Venue: The Scotland-Russia Institute, 9 South College Street, Edinburgh, EH8 9AA.

Dates: Saturday 4 February - Saturday 17 March 2012.

Times: Tuesday-Friday: 11am-4pm; Saturday: 1.30pm-4pm.

Event Description: This exhibition presents 1,000 years of the Byzantine Empire’s history, from its establishment in 330 AD by the Emperor Constantine to its fall in 1435. It shows the creation of the first Slavonic and East European nation states, their organisation under the influence of the domineering Byzantine Empire and their eventual acceptance of Christianity and late Roman civilization as a model for the formation of their own states. Byzantium integrated the best of the Classical Hellenic and Roman civilisations but also adopted Oriental mysticism. It stretched far beyond the Old World borders into Asia, Arabia, Persia, North Africa and North Europe. The aim of the exhibition is to look at the influence on European culture of Byzantium’s multicultural heritage.

Cost: Admission Free. Everyone Welcome.

Contact: 0131 668 3635, info@scotlandrussiaforum.org

Event: Exhibition: Remembered Places, Places Remembered.

Venue: Filmhouse, 88 Lothian Road, Edinburgh, EH3 9BZ.

Dates: Sunday 29 January – Sunday 19 February 2012.

Times: During Filmhouse opening hours.

Event Description: An exhibition of printmaking and photography, by Palestinian artist, long resident in Edinburgh, Leena Nammari. This exhibition comprises images - fragments - memories - thoughts - hidden alleys - secluded spots, places not usually looked at, places off the beaten track, beautiful, poignant and haunting. They are places to treasure, places to be remembered, places of loaded memory. The series of images have been taken mostly from her homeland of Palestine, specifically of Jerusalem and Ramallah, where she still calls home, though she has not lived there for many a year. They can be images of any town, of any place, at any time, but they are embedded in her own psyche as “home.”  

Cost: Admission Free. Everyone welcome.

Contact: Leena Nammari, lnammari@yahoo.co.uk

Event: Exhibition: Aisha Al-Sadie Solo Exhibition: Land of the Sun.

Venue: St John's Church Hall, Princes Street, Edinburgh, EH2 4BJ.

Dates: Saturday 18 February - Saturday 3 March 2012. 

Times: 18: 8am-4pm; 19: closed; 20: 8am-12pm; 21: 1pm-4pm; 22: closed; 23: 1pm-4pm; 24: 1pm-4pm; 25: 8am-12pm; 26: closed; 27: 8am-4pm; 28: 1pm-4pm; 29: closed; 1: closed; 2: 8am-4pm; 3: 8am-4pm.                                                            

Event Description: Aisha Al-Sadie is a Scottish-Iraqi artist that explores the influences that the backrounds of her parents have on her own outlook on life and spirituality. She expresses the emotions, harmony and conflicting ideas of both cultures in her painting. "My work is not a final thought, definite answer or opinion. My work can be a question, the visualisation of a spiritual journey or a milestone which by no means progresses towards any definite answer but conveys a specific spiritual influence or thought in time."

Cost: Admission Free. Everyone Welcome.

Contact: Aisha Al-Sadie, www.aishasart.co.uk
