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Middle Eastern Film Festival Celebrates Kurdish Cinema (26/01/2012)

This year’s Middle Eastern Film Festival, a partnership between the Middle East Festival, Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace, and the Filmhouse with support from Creative Scotland, kicks off from the 06 to 20 February at the Filmhouse, Edinburgh. 

This year’s Middle Eastern Film Festival boasts the strongest line-up of films yet, with new releases by Nuri Bilge Ceylan, Jafar Panahi and Mohammed Rassoulof appearing alongside the work of rising filmmakers such as Morteza Farshbaf, Hesham Issawi and Lelyla Bouzid, and a succinct retrospective on Kurdish cinema which, despite the groundbreaking efforts of Yilmaz Guney in the seventies, only really came to prominence over the last decade and half.

Anita Clark, Portfolio Manager - Festivals, Touring and Dance, Creative Scotland commented:

‘Scotland has become a stage for world cinema and we are excited to welcome back the Middle Eastern Film Festival to once again take its place in the spotlight. This important festival gives Scottish audiences the opportunity to experience the perspective of Middle Eastern film makers and artists in this time of incredible change and current conflux in that area. With its strongest programme to date showcasing its strength in film and visual art, Creative Scotland is proud to have invested in this inspiring and diverse festival.’

The purpose of the Middle Eastern Film Festival is to provide a focus for the study and promotion of Middle Eastern cinema. The geographic area covered by the Festival broadly covers that outlined in Oliver Leahman’s ‘Companion Encyclopedia of Middle Eastern and North African Film,’ which includes Central Asia, North Africa, Turkey, Israel, Egypt, Palestine, Lebanon, Syria, Iran and Iraq. Following on from the retrospective on Iranian cinema in 2009, and Egyptian cinema in 2010, and Turkish cinema in 2011, this year’s retrospective will be on the highly regarded Kurdish cinema.

This retrospective takes as its starting point Yesim Ustalogu’s poetic masterpiece, Journey to the Sun, a film that announced the arrival of a new Kurdish cinema, then takes its own journey through a remarkable selection of works that places Kurdish filmmakers within the context of Middle Eastern cinema and the broader diaspora. 

At its best Kurdish cinema not only evokes the sufferings and travails of its people, but also contains moments of great lyricism, humour and humanism, and it is these qualities that have struck such a resonant chord with moviegoers and critics alike.

Complementing the Kurdish season will be a day workshop, facilitated by Mustafu Gundogdu, one of the pre-eminent authorities on Kurdish cinema, a personal appearance and masterclass by acclaimed documentary filmmaker Yuksel Yavuz, and a talk and screening with Hakan Akçura.

For the first time the festival will also be showcasing visual artists with a connection to the region, in a programme of works curated in association with the internet channel The Agent Ria:registeredinart (www.youtube.com/registeredinart). Featured artists will be Hakan Akcura and Erkan Ozgen. Contact and Booking: 0131 228 2688, www.filmhousecinema.com  
The Middle Eastern Film Festival is part of the Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace. From Sunday 29 January - Saturday 24 March 2012 the 9th Annual Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace, MESP 2012, will bring together people from a wide range of spiritual backgrounds, people working with peace, conflict, reconciliation and justice, educators, teachers, scholars and students, people from artistic and cultural backgrounds, people working with health, wellbeing and healing experiences and concerns, people from diverse cultures, traditions and communities, and people from across Scotland and internationally. Middle East Festival Website: www.mesp.org.uk 
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· 2012 Middle Eastern Film Festival Film Schedule:

· www.filmhousecinema.com/seasons/middle-eastern-film-festival2012
· The Edinburgh 2012 Middle Eastern Film Festival is on at The Filmhouse, 06 - 20 February. Further information is available through the Edinburgh International Centre for Spirituality and Peace - www.eicsp.org and at www.filmhousecinema.com. 
· Middle East Festival: www.mesp.org.uk  
The Middle Eastern Film Festival is supported by the Department of Islamic and Middle Eastern Studies of the University of Edinburgh, the University of Edinburgh Persian Society, Goethe-Institut Glasgow, Screen Academy Scotland, Scottish Documentary Institute, the Agent Ria:registeredinart, the Norwegian Film Institute, and Stills Gallery, and with investment from Creative Scotland.
This project is organised by Neill Walker (on behalf of MESP), James McKenzie, and Filmhouse, and is managed by Neill Walker (on behalf of the Edinburgh International Centre for Spirituality and Peace, EICSP, Scottish Charity, SC038996).
· Creative Scotland is the national development agency for the arts, screen and creative industries.  Our vision is that Scotland will be recognised as one of the world’s most creative nations – one that attracts, develops and retains talent, where the arts and the creative industries are supported and celebrated and their economic contribution fully captured; a nation where the arts and creativity play a central part in the lives, education and well-being of our population.
· About the Year of Creative Scotland 2012: The Year of Creative Scotland began on January 1, 2012 and is a chance to showcase, celebrate and promote Scotland’s cultural and creative strengths on a world stage. Through a dynamic and exciting year-long programme of activity celebrating our world-class events, festivals, culture and heritage, the year puts Scotland’s culture and creativity in the international spotlight with a focus on cultural tourism and developing the events industry and creative sector in Scotland. More information about the programme can be found at: www.visitscotland.com/creative The Year of Creative Scotland is a Scottish Government initiative led in partnership by EventScotland, VisitScotland, Creative Scotland and VOCAL. 
More information and resources to help businesses engage with Year of Creative Scotland are available at www.visitscotland.org/yearofcreativescotland-toolkit.
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