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The 2011 Servas Peace Meal at MESP will focus on the theme of Asylum Seekers and Refugees.   Three groups of speakers whose lives have been touched by the complex issues of displacement will give short talks drawing on their own experiences.  We will share food and informal discussion between these talks, following the pattern by which Servas hosts all over the world welcome travellers into their homes.  The Servas Peace Meal is an opportunity to explore ideas, knowledge and aspirations - as well as discussing the very real obstacles - to peace, while sharing a meal of wonderful Middle Eastern food.  
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raffle:
We will run a raffle to support the costs of the Servas Peace Meal.  Tickets available at the event.  Prizes will be drawn at the end of the meal on 24 February.
please note:
To respect the confidentiality of our contributors, Servas will introduce speakers by first names only.
themes and speakers
The Welcoming, Edinburgh: This project brings together refugees, asylum seekers and local Scottish people in a programme of social and educational events. English language and literacy classes, advice on Scottish law, housing, employment and education and regular social events give newcomers a meaningful introduction to their new lives.  Khalid, a Tunisian living with his young family in Edinburgh will talk of his experiences as a user of the project and Nicola, a member of the board, will tell us about how it all works.
Medical Foundation for the Care of Victims of Torture is the only organisation in the UK dedicated solely to the treatment of torture survivors. Side by side with in-depth medical and practical support for individuals, the MF strives to ensure that Britain honours its international obligations towards survivors of torture, asylum seekers and refugees. Sarah, an Edinburgh supporter of MF will tell us a little more about this work in Scotland and “Dusk”, a young man now staying in Glasgow, will talk about his former life in Iran.
City of Sanctuary is a movement to build a culture of hospitality for people seeking sanctuary in the UK.  Since 2005 the movement has set out to create a network of towns and cities which are proud to be places of safety, and which include people seeking sanctuary fully in the life of their communities.  Glasgow is one of 14 cities actively pursuing Sanctuary status.  Alison is a member of the Glasgow steering group.  She will introduce us to the movement and explain what is so important about city agencies collaborating in this way.  Alison is also active in GRAMnet (Glasgow Refugee, Asylum and Migration Network).
Servas Britain Peace Secretary Margaret Seelig will introduce the speakers at the 2011 Servas Peace Meal.  
a little about MESP 2011
The Servas Peace Meal will fall within the umbrella of externally organized events of MESP 2011. Main festival events run from 4th March – 17th March 2011. The 8th Annual Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace (MESP 2011) will bring together people from a wide range of spiritual, creative, educational and vocational backgrounds, people from diverse cultures, traditions and communities, and people from across Scotland and internationally.

More generally, everyone participates in an individual and non-representative capacity, to allow people to draw upon their own unique individual experiences and to share their unique visions and perspectives, and people of all backgrounds who respect the Festival ethos are warmly invited to participate in this spiritual, educational, artistic and cultural and international festival which celebrates peace and mutual understanding.

http://www.mesp.org.uk


For more information on the projects we will discuss at the Peace Meal, here are some useful links:

The Welcoming
http://thewelcoming.btck.co.uk
Medical Foundation for the Care of Victims of Torture
http://www.torturecare.org.uk/
City of Sanctuary movement

http://www.cityofsanctuary.org 


SERVAS
Servas is an international network of hosts and travellers that has been actively working for peace in more than one hundred countries for over 60 years.   We share ideas and learn about each other’s lives and cultures through person to person contact, by opening our doors to travellers for a few days at a time.  Servas is recognised as a non-governmental peace association with consultative status at the United Nations Economic and Social Council.


Local members of Servas have an open, informal monthly gathering at The Elephant House Café, George IV Bridge, Edinburgh on the last Thursday of the month between 6-8pm.  All welcome.  
Please note that for February 2011, the Servas Peace Meal will replace the open gathering.
If you would like to consider joining Servas as a host or as a traveller, please contact us through the Servas Britain website or come along to one of our open events.  We will then arrange to meet you locally to follow up your inquiry.
many thanks to:
Scottish Servas members with specialist knowledge who identified several important organisations and who led us to our speakers for the  Servas Peace Meal 2011. 
www.servasbritain.org
www.servas.org

servas 

peace meal
thursday 24th  feb 2011
7 – 10.30pm  

in association with
Edinburgh International Festival of Middle East Spirituality and Peace (MESP) 2011
venue

Double Dutch Bistro

27 - 29 Marshall Street

Edinburgh, EH8 9BJ
e:       servasedinburgh@hotmail.com
        t:       0131 228 2186
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SERVAS PEACE MEAL





Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace (MESP)


Edinburgh, February 2011





date: 		Thursday 24 February  					


time:    	7pm for 7.30pm


venue: 		Double Dutch Bistro, 


                      27-29 Marshall Street, EDIN


cost: 		£16/£10 concession





contact:      servasedinburgh@hotmail.com


tel: 0131 228 2186





Please note we will have a limited number of places at this event: book early to avoid disappointment


BOOKING FORM                                                                 SERVAS PEACE MEAL at MESP 2011


Double Dutch Bistro, Marshall Street, EDIN                         Thursday 24 February, 7pm for 7.30pm start


                                                                                                                                             


Cost per person:             £16                                             Any donations will go towards ensuring that local


                                                                                        peace activists and scholars can attend the Servas


Please reserve ��������_______________places @ £16                    Peace Meal as our guests.


                                                                                        Please make all cheques out to 


Donation         �������������������_______________or concession @£10           ‘Servas Britain’ and post to the address below





TOTAL          £  _________                                               I enclose cheque for £________to Servas Britain





Name         ___________________________________            halal/allergy/dietary needs    _________________





Address     ____________________________________           _________________________________________





_____________________________________________           tel 


                                                                                                        -------------------------------------------------------------


email  


        ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


post to: Servas Peace Meal 2011, c/o MacMahon, 2/2 Lauriston Terrace, Edinburgh EH3 9EH





Double Dutch Bistro,


27-29 Marshall Street 


Edinburgh EH8 9BJ


T: 0131 667 9997


For the Servas Peace Meal, Double Dutch will serve a Middle Eastern Buffet meal with lots of vegetarian options.


full wheelchair access, high chairs available














