
BEGINNINGS OF MESP
MESP was founded in 2004 and has been 

developed as an annual Festival in Edinburgh 
in February/March of each year. MESP was co-
founded by, and is co-directed by, Neill Walker 
and Dr Neil Douglas-Klotz

AIM
One of MESP’s overriding aims is to 

contribute to peace and mutual understanding 
through dialogue, spiritual and artistic practice, 
and improved mutual understanding among the 
spiritual, secular and cultural traditions that have 
arisen in what is now known as the Middle East, 
and more generally among those who have found 
a home in Scotland and the UK. Accordingly, 
MESP seeks to engage a progressively wider 
and more diverse range of participants who 
have been active in spiritual, secular and 
artistic and cultural approaches to non-violent 
conflict resolution and world peace. No speaker 
represents, or can represent, the totality of any 
tradition, and indeed, experiential, evaluative 
and visionary perspectives are particularly 
welcome.

MEANS
The activities of MESP are educational in 

nature, ranging from international conferences, 
talks, dialogues, cultural and spiritual forums, 
retreats, workshops, spiritual practice events, 
deepening of spirituality events, open space 
events, networking and social gatherings, 
exhibitions and displays, book launches, 
education processes, school visits, visits to places 
of spiritual significance locally, training sessions, 
times for reflection, media engagements, 
hospitality events, service events, community 
and library hosted events, arts and cultural 
events - including film, theatre, music, dance 
and movement, storytelling, poetry, visual arts, 
photography, printmaking, calligraphy, crafts, 
among others.

THEMATIC STRANDS TO MESP
In MESP twelve thematic strands will be 

explicit, to allow a range of entry routes into 
MESP, and to allow a range of participation 
identities, namely:

• Spirituality, Interspirituality 
and Intraspirituality.

• Peace, Conflict, Reconciliation and Justice.

• Education and Learning.

• Arts and Culture.

• Health, Wellbeing and Healing.

• Equality, Diversity and Communities.

• Environmental Responsibility and 
Climate Change.

• Engagement with Science and Medicine.

• Engagement with Communication Media.

• Engagement with Business and Industry.

• Engagement with Government, Parliament, 
NGOs, NPOs and Civic Society.

• Celebrating Scotland, the UK 
and the Middle East.

COLLABORATING WITH 
AND SUPPORTING MESP

If you would like to propose any specific 
events that MESP might organise and host, or if 
you would like to explore possible collaboration 
with MESP, or if you would like to sponsor 
activities of MESP, then please feel free to be in 
contact.

The Edinburgh International Festival of Middle 
Eastern Spirituality and Peace, MESP.

Contact: Neill Walker, 
Co-Founder and Co-Director.

E : mesp2008@hotmail.co.uk
P : +44 (0) 131 331 4469
W : www.mesp.org.uk

MESP Website: www.mesp.org.uk 

www.mesp.org.uk
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