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1. General Introduction and Background to the Festival.

The 7th Annual Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace, MESP 2010, was in several phases, namely, 

6/2/2010: MESP 2010 Middle East Festival One World Peace Concert

7/2 - 26/2/2010: MESP 2010 Additional Events

12/2 - 1/3/2010: MESP 2010 Middle Eastern Film Festival

7/3 - 18/4/2010: MESP 2010 Middle Eastern Film Festival on Tour

18/2/2010: MESP 2010 Masterclass with Ibrahim El-Batout

20/2/2010: MESP 2010 Day Workshop on Egyptian Cinema

23/2 - 4/3/2010: MESP 2010 Pre Events

27/2 - 3/3/2010: MESP 2010 Middle East Youth Festival

5/3 - 18/3/2010: MESP 2010 Main Events

11/1 - 31/3/2010: MESP 2010 Exhibitions and Displays
and brought together people from a wide range of spiritual backgrounds, people working with peace, conflict, reconciliation and justice, educators, teachers, scholars and students, people from artistic and cultural backgrounds, people working with health, wellbeing and healing experiences and concerns, people from diverse cultures, traditions and communities, and people from across Scotland and internationally. More generally, everyone participated in an individual and non-representative capacity, to allow people to draw upon their own experiences and to share their unique visions and perspectives, and people of all backgrounds who respect the Festival ethos were warmly welcome to participate in this spiritual, educational, artistic and cultural and international festival which celebrates peace and mutual understanding. There were also pre events in the weeks before, including a Middle Eastern Film Festival at the Filmhouse, and a series of exhibitions and displays.

Among the highlights were six talk/forum events as follows:

The 2010 Middle East Festival Forum on Spirituality, Mental Health and Well-being - Dr Andrew Powell in conversation with Rev Prof Stephen G. Wright.

Forum on Spirituality, Mental Health and Well-being.

The 2010 Middle East Festival Forum on the Arts.

Speaker: David Greig.

Title: Theatre and the Middle East.

Forum on the role of theatre in addressing issues of peacemaking, conflict resolution, community building, loss, grief, health and well-being, healing, identity, inclusion, etc.

The 2010 Middle East Festival Forum on the Natural Economy, Sustainability, and the Global Environment.

Speaker: Prof Stephen Blackmore FRSE, Regius Keeper, Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh.

Title: Gardening the Earth: the international role of botanic gardens.

Forum on the Natural Economy, Sustainability, and the Global Environment.

The 2010 Middle East Festival Forum on Education and the Media.

Speaker: Prof John Eldridge, Emeritus Professor of Sociology, the University of Glasgow.

Title: War and Peace News.

Forum on the Role of the Media in Times of Peace and Conflict.

The 2010 Middle East Festival Forum on Environmental Responsibility and Climate Change.

Speaker: Dr James Garvey, the Royal Institute of Philosophy.

Title: The Ethics of Climate Change.

Forum on Spiritual, Educational and Cultural Responses to Climate Change.

The 2010 Middle East Festival Forum on World Spiritualities.

Speaker: Prof Ursula King, Emeritus Professor of Theology and Religious Studies, the University of Bristol.

Title: Do we need Spirituality for Human Flourishing?

Forum on the Search for Spirituality: Our Global Quest for Meaning and Fulfilment.

The 2010 Middle East Festival had a greater emphasis on day, afternoon and evening  workshops, since workshops offer greater scope for experiential sharing and participation, and this appears to be one of the preferred formats among those who are attracted to the Festival.

The two organizations who organize this Festival, namely, the Edinburgh International Centre for Spirituality and Peace, EICSP, (NB: the EICSP has taken over the work previously done by the former EICWS) and the Edinburgh Institute for Advanced Learning, EIAL, have contributed major in-kind support for this Festival, and without their major networking, planning, management, and coordinating role this Festival would not have been possible. The Festival is a joint initiative of these two organizations, among their projects and initiatives, and is co-directed by Neill Walker, on behalf of EICSP, and Dr Neil Douglas-Klotz, on behalf of EIAL.
2. Festival Ethos.

During the 1970s and 80s, many people were involved in the citizen diplomacy movement that sought to bring citizens of the UK and USA in contact with citizens of the USSR. As those who participated discovered then, what we don’t yet know about each other may be much more important than what we do know, or think we know. Stereotypes break down in the actual presence of another person like ourselves. Citizen diplomacy also created the context for later political change. This diplomacy began when those who engaged in it were willing to really meet the “enemy,” deliberately laying aside the preconceived ideas they held of each other.

Throughout the history of the Middle Eastern spiritual traditions, the mystics and prophets have often offered points of view contrary to the prevailing mainstream. From Meister Eckhart and John of the Cross in the Christian tradition to the Sufis al-Hallaj and Suhrawardi in the Islamic to the historical prophets of the Hebrew bible, they have often suffered for it. In modern times, prophets and mystics continue to offer their voices for new, non-violent solutions to conflict, even when these opinions subject them to criticism or danger.

One of the purposes of the Festival and Conference has been to show that a great range of opinion exists not only between traditions but also within each. The idea that any one group or person can claim to speak for the totality of any religion or spiritual tradition seems greatly outdated in a multi-cultural society, and many scholars of religious studies or comparative spirituality today prefer to speak, for instance, of multiple Christianities, Judaisms and Islams. The media’s tendency to want to stereotype any particular tradition or religion or to quote a single “Christian,” “Jewish,” or “Islamic” opinion on any issue has often hampered more than helped religious and interreligious understanding.

As organizers we are seeking to engage a progressively wider and more diverse range of contributors who have been working with spiritual tools in the fields of non-violent conflict resolution and world peace. No speaker represents the totality of any tradition. Likewise, no religious group or organization, or the Festival organization or sponsors, should be identified with the opinions of any speaker, whose opinions remain his/her own. One of the primary principles of the Festival is that all mystical and prophetic voices for non-violence and peace should be allowed a hearing, without censorship or prior vetting by any religious group or organization.

Many complex political and ethical issues face religious leaders and organizations today. Speakers may hold various personal points of view on these subjects; however, we have asked that they focus their talks and presentations on spirituality and spiritual approaches for peace, as there are many other forums in which to discuss other, better known political and ethical issues. The Festival and Conference themselves take no fixed position on any political, ethical or cultural question. We intend to create a forum in which we can listen to each other deeply and learn with an open mind and heart.

The Festival grew out of a small conference of Jewish and Muslim peacemakers from the Middle East which, coincidentally, took place on the day war broke out in Iraq on 20 March 2003.

Our inaugural Festival and Conference in March 2004 brought together at least three different kinds of presentations. First, we learned from each other about our shared traditions, as well as those that form the unique voice of any one of us. Second, we heard from those who have been active in peacemaking on a spiritual basis on the ground in the Middle East. Among those we heard from included Rodef Shalom Eliyahu McLean and Sheikh Abdul Aziz Bukhari, who have promoted ancient Middle Eastern rituals of forgiveness and reconciliation (called Sulha) in their peace work in Israel and Palestine. Third, we invited participants to share in the musical and devotional spiritual practice presented, in order to gain an experiential view of the traditions we discussed. Simply knowing facts (or presumed facts) about another does not become real meeting without such an experience. The spiritual practices shared by participants included chant, shared prayer, sacred movement, meditation and Dances of Universal Peace.

The 2005 and the 2006 Festival and Conference continued to focus on these three aspects of spiritual peacemaking, in potential and in action, in order to supplement the many other forums available for interfaith dialogue. In particular, the 2005 Conference focused on the “missing voices” often represented by mystical and prophetic voices for peace, and the 2006 Conference focused on Spirituality of the Heart.

The 2005 Festival included participation from Baha'i, Brahma Kumaris, several Buddhist traditions, most of the Christian denominations in Scotland and some international Christian traditions such as the Melkite Catholic Church, Druze (through the work of the Interfaith Encounter Association), Hindu, Sunni and Shia Islam, Ismaili, Orthodox Judaism, Reform Judaism, the Edinburgh Liberal Jewish Community, the Jewish Renewal Movement from USA, Sikhism, several traditions of 

Sufism, Zoroastrianism, as well as people from interfaith organisations and of further spiritual movements, such as the Dances of Universal Peace, Whirling Dervishes, Mevlevi Tariqat, the World Peace Prayer Society, Subud (we had an international delegation from Subud at the Festival), Sahaj Marg, Anthroposophy, Shamanism, Goddess Spirituality, Paganism, Amma Spirituality, Radhasoami/Universal, Esoteric Christian, Christian Healing, Sanatana Dharma, Gnostic, FFWPU and others, reflecting an impressive spiritual diversity among the participants, which was further enriched by ethnic, cultural and national diversities.

In the 2006 Middle East Festival Professor Tariq Ramadan and Greek Orthodox Bishop Kallistos Ware led the field of speakers. Professor Tariq Ramadan gave the 2006 Middle East Festival Lecture on ‘Islam and the West in a Quest for a Just and Peaceful World,’ and Bishop Kallistos Ware participated in the conference, Pathways of the Heart, and gave the 2006 Middle East Festival Conference Lecture, ‘Acquiring Inner Peace: Prayer of the Heart in Orthodox Spirituality.’ These in turn followed on from the 2005 Middle East Festival Lecture which was given by the three times Nobel Peace Prize nominee, Abuna Elias Chacour, on ‘Spiritual Approaches to Middle East Peace.’

Jean Vanier, Chief Rabbi David Rosen, Sister Joan Chittister, Bhai Sahib Bhai Mohinder Singh Ji and Prof Bart McGettrick led the field of speakers in the 2007 Middle East Festival.
Jean Vanier participated in a five-day visit as part of the 2007 Middle East Festival, during which he gave the 2007 Middle East Festival Lecture on the subject of ‘Spirituality and the Civilisation of Love’ to an audience of some 1,100 people at the Usher Hall, sponsored by the City of Edinburgh Council; led a three-day Retreat in the City at the Gillis Centre: ‘Peace I leave with you, my peace I give you’ to an audience of some 170 people per day; led an Education Event at St David’s High School titled ‘Spirituality and Global Citizenship’ to an audience of some 300 young people and guests; led a Prison Event at HM Edinburgh Prison, at the invitation of Her Majesty's Chief Inspector of Prisons for Scotland, titled ‘From Brokenness to Wholeness’; was Guest of Honour at a dinner hosted by the Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland; and did a thirty minute programme on BBC Radio Scotland. This visit has been widely received as a great success, and was a great inspiration for many who participated. The visit was a very good example of partnership and collaboration working very effectively, and we are grateful to our partners for their support.

Chief Rabbi David Rosen gave the 2007 Middle East Festival Conference Lecture titled ‘Religion and Peacemaking in the Middle East,’ with a panel of respondents consisting of Sister Joan Chittister, Bhai Sahib Bhai Mohinder Singh Ji and Dr Neil Douglas-Klotz, and participated in the two-day conference on Spirituality and Community. Chief Rabbi David Rosen was also Guest of Honour at a dinner hosted by the Edinburgh Hebrew Congregation, and Guest of Honour at the Middle East Festival Conference Dinner, sponsored by Sir Tom Farmer, and attended by the Communities Minister of the Scottish Executive, Rhona Brankin MSP. Chief Rabbi David Rosen also gave Time for Reflection at the Scottish Parliament as part of his visit to the 2007 Middle East Festival.

Sister Joan Chittister and Dr Neil Douglas-Klotz jointly hosted a Tent of Abraham Forum during the 2007 Middle East Festival. Sister Joan Chittister also participated in the two-day conference on Spirituality and Community at the University of Edinburgh Chaplaincy Centre, and met members of the Heart of Flesh Group who meet there. Sister Joan Chittister also did a thirty minute programme on BBC Radio Scotland.

Bhai Sahib Bhai Mohinder Singh Ji participated in the two-day conference on Spirituality and Community at the University of Edinburgh Chaplaincy Centre, and was one of the panel of respondents to the 2007 Middle East Festival Conference Lecture by Chief Rabbi David Rosen.

Prof Bart McGettrick gave the 2007 Middle East Festival Education Lecture titled ‘Searching for Spirituality Through Education in the Middle East.’

The two-day conference, Spirituality and Community, was part of a four-day series of events, Pathways to Peace, which included Pathways to Peace Through Spiritual Dance (involving Traditional Sufi Movement, Sacred Circle Dance, Dances of Universal Peace and Aramaic Dance), Pathways to Peace Through Spiritual and Musical Practice, and the two-day Spirituality and Community Conference.

The 2007 Middle East Festival One World Peace Concert was arguably the most successful thus far, and had some 400 people in attendance. Internationally distinguished musicians and artists participating in MESP 2007 included Abdullah Chhadeh, Naghmeh Musical Ensemble, Adel Salameh and Naziha Azzouz, Canty, Nadhum Ali, Razia Sultanova, Lucineh Hovanissian, and Davod Azad.

The following motion was put to the Scottish Parliament in support of the 2007 Middle East Festival:

S2M-5411 Linda Fabiani: 4th Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace—That the Parliament supports the 4th Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace which will take place from Wednesday 7 February to Sunday 11 March 2007; supports the festival’s aim to celebrate the diversity contained within the religious, spiritual, educational, cultural, ethnic and international traditions of the Middle East as well as in Scotland; welcomes the opening up of the festival this year to events in other parts of Scotland, and congratulates the organisers, the Edinburgh International Centre for World Spiritualities and the Edinburgh Institute for Advanced Learning, for bringing together people from across all the principal faith and spiritual traditions of Scotland and creating a forum for dialogue and mutual understanding among the religious and spiritual traditions, particularly at a time when negative media images and war in the Middle East are increasingly polarising opinions and exacerbating divisions among our communities.

The Festival positively affirms the diversity contained within the spiritual, educational, artistic and cultural, ethnic, national and international traditions of Scotland and the Middle East. The Festival avoids taking fixed positions on political, ethical or cultural questions, and allows for challenging and evaluative perspectives as well as affirmative and celebratory opportunities. We intend to create a forum in which we can listen to one another deeply and learn with an open mind and heart. 

The Festival brings together at least three different kinds of presentations. First, we hope to learn from each other about our shared traditions, as well as those that form the unique voice of any one of us. Second, we will hear from those who have been active in peacemaking on a spiritual and secular basis on the ground in the Middle East. Third, we invite participants to share in the musical and spiritual practice presented, in order to gain an experiential view of the traditions that we discuss. 

One of the Festival’s overriding aims is to contribute to peace and mutual understanding through dialogue, spiritual and artistic practice, and improved mutual understanding among the spiritual, secular and cultural traditions that have arisen in what is now known as the Middle East, and more generally among those who have found a home in Scotland and the UK. Accordingly, the Festival seeks to engage a progressively wider and more diverse range of participants who have been active in spiritual, secular and artistic and cultural approaches to non-violent conflict resolution and world peace. No speaker represents, or can represent, the totality of any tradition, and indeed, experiential, evaluative and visionary perspectives are particularly welcome.

Festival participants are invited to shape their own experience during the Festival, and to take personal responsibility for participating as peacemakers and community builders. In particular, participants are invited to take personal responsibility for processing any conflicts or obstacles to peace that they experience, and for self-evaluating their own participation as peacemakers and community builders for the benefit of their wider life experience.

Conflict and obstacles to peace are of central importance in the lives of peacemakers and community builders. They hold seeds for our spiritual, personal and creative development and can provide energy to sustain such development. The Festival provides many opportunities to engage spiritually, creatively and non-violently with conflict and obstacles to peace in supportive and non-judgmental environments, allowing participants the opportunity to transform conflicts and obstacles to peace into new perspectives, insights and actions.
The Festival is managed as a charitable event for wide public benefit, and all events in the Festival should reflect, and all participants in the Festival should respect, the Festival Equal Opportunities Policy.

Twelve thematic strands to the Festival are now explicit, to allow a range of entry routes into the Festival, and to allow a range of participation identities, namely:
1. Spirituality, Interspirituality and Intraspirituality; 

2. Peace, Conflict, Reconciliation and Justice;

3. Education and Learning;
4. Arts and Culture;
5. Health, Wellbeing and Healing;
6. Equality, Diversity and Communities;

7. Environmental Responsibility and Climate Change;

8. Engagement with Science and Medicine;

9. Engagement with Communication Media;

10. Engagement with Business and Industry;

11. Engagement with Government, Parliament, NGOs, NPOs and Civic Society;

12. Celebrating Scotland, the UK and the Middle East.
3. Festival Sponsorship and Support.

The Festival organisers would like to acknowledge and thank those organisations and individuals who have offered financial and in-kind support to this Festival.

Financial and in-kind support towards the Festival in general has come from the City of Edinburgh Council, Scottish Screen, Regional Screen Scotland, Screen Academy Scotland, Awards for All, the British Council, the University of Edinburgh, the Kalliopeia Foundation, the Shalem Institute, the Pump House Trust, the Cairn Hotel, the Edinburgh International Centre for Spirituality and Peace, EICSP, Scottish Charity SC038996, and the Edinburgh Institute for Advanced Learning, EIAL. Support for individual events is listed beside the event itself.
In-kind support has come from organizations who we have worked with to organize specific Festival events. These organizations are listed beside the specific events which they have been involved with. Further in-kind support has come from a range of hosting and supporting organizations and individuals.
The 2010 Middle East Festival One World Peace Concert was a Charity Fundraising Concert for the Middle East Festival and the Reel Festivals, and was jointly organised by the Middle East Festival and Reel Festivals.
In the case of the Middle Eastern Film Festival, the Organisers and Partners were The Middle East Festival, MESP, and the Filmhouse, supported by the Department of Islamic and Middle Eastern Studies of the University of Edinburgh, the British Council, and Screen Academy Scotland. The 2010 Middle Eastern Film Festival has been supported by Scottish Screen, and some films will be toured to regional cinemas and film societies across Scotland with support from Regional Screen Scotland. This project is organised by Neill Walker (on behalf of MESP), and James McKenzie (on behalf of the Filmhouse), and is managed by Neill Walker (on behalf of the EICSP).
The 2010 Middle East Youth Festival was developed as a partnership between Mercy Corps and the 2010 Middle East Festival. 2010 is the pilot year for the Middle East Youth Festival in Edinburgh! Inspired by the Global Citizen Corps youth programme (www.globalcitizencorps.org) and the Festival brought together young people from the UK, USA and the Middle East. Events have been selected and designed by the youth participants and have been chosen to encourage learning and debate amongst the Scottish audience.

There were many externally organised Pre Events in the 2010 Middle East Festival supported by a wide range of participating organisations.
In-kind support has come from organizations and individuals who we have worked with to organize specific Festival events. These organizations and individuals are listed beside the specific events that they have been involved with in the Festival Brochure. Further in-kind support has come from a range of hosting and supporting organizations and individuals.
The two organizations who organize this Festival, namely, the Edinburgh International Centre for Spirituality and Peace, EICSP, Scottish Charity, SC038996 (NB: the EICSP has taken over the work previously done by the EICWS), and the Edinburgh Institute for Advanced Learning, EIAL, have contributed major in-kind support for this Festival, and without their major networking, planning, management, and coordinating role this Festival would not have been possible. The Festival is a joint initiative of these two organizations, among their projects and initiatives, and is co-directed by Neill Walker, on behalf of EICSP, and Dr Neil Douglas-Klotz, on behalf of EIAL.
4. Approach Taken to Organising the Festival.

There were over eighty events in the Festival in 2005, an increase of at least three times over the offerings of the 2004 Festival in terms of content. Spiritual practice was woven into many Festival events to allow the spiritualities under consideration to be present to direct experience. The Festival in 2006 had some 140 events, and achieved a consistently very high quality, and was well attended throughout. The 2007 Festival had some 120 events, with many of the events achieving a very high quality. The 2008 Festival was a transition event, in which we shortened the duration of the Festival, and including pre-events we offered some 50 events. The 2009 Festival had some 85 events, including pre events, the Middle Eastern Film Festival at the Filmhouse, and the series of exhibitions and displays. The 2010 Festival had some 110 events, and included a Middle Eastern Youth Festival and a Middle Eastern Film Festival on Tour for the first time.

The Festival takes no fixed position on any political, ethical or cultural question. The intention was to create a forum in which we can listen to one other deeply and learn with an open mind and heart. Without doubt, the Festival was very successful in respecting this approach, and the Festival events were held with a generous and respectful sense of sharing and engagement among the diverse participants involved.

Relative to the 12 strands of the Festival there was a submission process, open to all, for individuals and organisations to submit proposals for consideration for possible Pre Events in the Festival, and for suggesting possible speakers or facilitators. There was also an invitation process whereby the Festival organisers invited participation.

The Festival organisers took a lead in organising most of the Festival events, including the Main Events, and some events were organised in collaboration with partner organizations, such as the One World Peace Concert, the Middle Eastern Film Festival, and the Middle East Youth Festival. The externally organized events were predominately scheduled as pre-events. This mix of approaches worked well, and avoided clashes of events, and allowed for a rich diversity of events and approaches. The diversity of events which resulted was widely appreciated.

5. Diversity of Participation in the Festival and Attendance at the Festival.

Everyone participates in the Festival on an individual and non-representative basis, and this allows participants to make presentations and share experiences which reflect their own unique insights and perspectives. This approach can also allow for a rich diversity of approaches and perspectives, e.g., from people associated with one faith or spiritual tradition, and it can allow for a reflection of diversity within faith or spiritual traditions. This approach is also essential in the day workshops, where people tend to share deeply from their own life experiences. This also ensures that the opinions shared by participants are not identified with the Festival, the Festival sponsors, the Festival organisers, or with a given faith or spiritual community, but are clearly understood as individual and non-representative contributions.

Some of the most memorable sharing took place in the day workshops, with participants sharing deeply from their own life experiences, and listening deeply and supportively to the sharing of others. There was also a sense among some participants that the Festival provides ‘temporary community,’ and this is greatly appreciated by many participants.

The 2010 Festival had a similar level of spiritual and cultural diversity among the participants as did recent Festivals, though with the Middle Eastern Film Festival focused on Egyptian cinema, we had more specific involvement from the Egyptian Coptic Community in Scotland.

Some participants identified themselves as having an inter-spiritual spiritual identity, drawing upon more than one spiritual tradition for inspiration.

Some participants identified themselves as having a spiritual identity based upon a spiritual practice outwith any faith or religious framework of belief.

Some participants identified themselves as having a secular identity, and some identified with a secular spiritual identity.

The Festival welcomes a diverse range of modes of participation in an attempt to reflect and celebrate individual insights and experiences, to allow for hidden or marginalised voices, and to celebrate diversity and difference. We also seek to establish common ground where it exists.

We invited everyone to participate as peacemakers and community builders. Indeed, Festival participants are invited to shape their own experience during the Festival, and to take personal responsibility for participating as peacemakers and community builders. In particular, participants are invited to take personal responsibility for processing any conflicts or obstacles to peace that they experience, and for self-evaluating their own participation as peacemakers and community builders for the benefit of their wider life experience.

Conflict and obstacles to peace are of central importance in the lives of peacemakers and community builders. They hold seeds for our spiritual, personal and creative development and can provide energy to sustain such development. The Festival provides many opportunities to engage spiritually, creatively and non-violently with conflict and obstacles to peace in supportive and non-judgmental environments, allowing participants the opportunity to transform conflicts and obstacles to peace into new perspectives, insights and actions.
Some participated in the Festival at an educational level rather than from a faith or spiritual perspective.

Some participated through artistic and cultural forms of expression, and there was a wide spectrum of artistic and cultural forms of expression in the Festival, including dance and movement, drama, poetry, film, music, storytelling, visual arts,  photography, paper cuts, etc.

Some participated as scholars, academics, educators, students, education officers, lifelong learning students, or as interested members of the general public. The Festival explores different access routes into the Festival so that people can participate on the basis of a wide range of identities.

Some participated as health professionals, carers, therapists, counsellors, chaplains, etc, and others identified themselves through various conditions of illness or through situations of need.

Some participated through specific thematic concerns, such as concerns for environmental responsibility and climate change.

There was also a wide range of nationalities, ethnicities, and cultures reflected among participants in the Festival, and among Festival speakers and facilitators.

We also had participation from journalists, and we had Caduceus, Coracle, Instant Magazine, Kindred Spirit and Positive News as Media Partners. and we achieved a very good level of mainstream media coverage this year.

We were able to engage with the Scottish Parliament and the Scottish Government, and we had a reception at the Scottish Parliament, hosted by Christina McKelvie MSP, as part of the Middle East Youth Festival, and one of the participants in the Middle East Youth Festival gave Time for Reflection at the Scottish Parliament, as did Rabbi Shefa Gold, a guest from USA participating the in Main Events of MESP 2010. The Youth Summit, as part of the Middle East Youth Festival, was hosted at the Edinburgh City Chambers.

We were also able to engage with NGOs, NPOs and organizations of civic society in Scotland, and we had participation from people from these organizations.

With the recession in the background, we were pleased that numbers held up well.

The Festival was also successful in attracting attendance from a rich diversity of participants who are now resident in Scotland, but originally from other countries, and we had a good participation from local people originally from the Middle East. Within Scotland, people participated in the Festival from across the country.

Many of the events were very well received and found to be spiritually nourishing and uplifting. Many of the Festival events have received very positive feedback, both written and verbal. As always, feedback will help us to refine the process where appropriate and practical.

6. Some Highlighted Events Associated with the Festival.

2010 Middle East Festival One World Peace Concert
The 2010 Middle East Festival One World Peace Concert celebrated the cultural diversity of Scotland and the Middle East. The audience joined us in a spirit of friendship to celebrate our wonderful diverse communities in Scotland
6pm: Doors open.

6pm-7pm: Food and drink provided by Susie’s Diner.

7pm-7.45pm: Waa Sylla.

8pm-8.45pm: Samba Sene and Diwan.

8.45pm-9.15pm: Interval for food and drink provided by Susie’s Diner.

9.15pm-10.05pm: GOL.

10.20pm-11pm: Babylon Arabic Band.

1. Waa Sylla was born of the inspiration and spirit that each member has for the rhythms of Africa. An Edinburgh-based 7-piece traditional djembe and doun-doun drums and dance troupe - playing drums, xylophone, kamele ngoni, flute, and songs and dances from around Western and Central Africa, especially Guinea, Ghana, Uganda and Mali. Waa Sylla are pleased to be a part of our wonderful community in Edinburgh and to bring us all together in the spirit of celebration.

2. Samba Sene and Diwan: Charismatic Senegalese singer Samba Sene is always worth watching!

His music is an engaging fusion of Senegalese traditional rhythms and grooves, with touches of reggae, latin, funk, rock and blues. His influences include former mentor Baaba Maal, Bob Marley, Van Morrison, Paul Simon, Alpha Blondy and Aswad. The songs cover a range of subjects from homelessness, equal rights to outright celebration. Uplifting and upbeat, this is world music with Senegalese soul. www.myspace.com/sambasene

3. GOL will perform a special set of their music from the EP "Roots" and their "Mixed UP!" MELA Commission for this concert. GOL's music has been described as 'UK and IRANIAN NU-JAZZ WORLD ELECTRONICA.’ The musicians are: 1. Roxana Pope (Vocals - Farsi, Arabic and English): British/Iranian; 2. Yann Seznec (Keyboards and live sampling): French/American; 3. Pete Vilk (Drum kit and samples): Czech/Slovak; 4. Allan Ferguson (Bass): Scottish; 5. Mat Clements (Congas, Darabuka, Percussion): English; 6. Iordanis Kalaitzoglou (Saxophone, Clarinet, Ney and Kaval): Greek; 7. Bouda Ahmadi (Iranian Santur): Iranian. www.myspace.com/golmusic

4. Babylon Arabic Band is an Edinburgh-based band which consists of Iraqi, Scottish, English and Irish musicians led by Mohammed Nafee (Iraqi singer and musician). They perform a selection of Mohammed’s favourite Arabic songs throughout all Arab countries, which he performed at parties and celebrations in Iraq. The musicians are: 1. Mohammed Nafee Mohammed  (Vocal and Oud); 2. Joel Sanderson (Double Bass); 3. Tim Leary (Violin); 4. Marion Kenny (Flute); 5. Adam Reid (Percussion); 6.  Frazer Watson (Percussion). The belly dancers are: Constantina and Sheikha. www.myspace.com/babylonarabicband
2010 Middle Eastern Film Festival

Middle Eastern Film Festival: Classics of Egyptian Cinema.

Organisers and Partners: The Middle East Festival, MESP, and Filmhouse, supported by the Department of Islamic and Middle Eastern Studies of the University of Edinburgh, the British Council, and Screen Academy Scotland. The 2010 Middle Eastern Film Festival has been supported by Scottish Screen, and some films will be toured to regional cinemas and film societies across Scotland with support from Regional Screen Scotland. This project is organised by Neill Walker (on behalf of MESP), and James McKenzie (on behalf of Filmhouse), and is managed by Neill Walker (on behalf of the EICSP)

The purpose of the Festival is to provide a focus for the study and promotion of Middle Eastern cinema. The geographic area covered by the Festival broadly covers that outlined in Oliver Leahman’s ‘Companion Encyclopedia of Middle Eastern and North African Film,’ which includes Central Asia, North Africa, Turkey, Israel, Egypt, Palestine, Lebanon, Syria, Iran and Iraq.

Following on from last year’s successful retrospective of Iranian cinema, this year’s retrospective was on the highly influential Egyptian cinema. The first cinema screenings in Egypt date back to 1897, though it wasn’t really until the nineteen twenties that Egypt began to produce its own feature films.

The focus for this year’s Middle Eastern Film Festival was Egypt. Unfairly referred to as ‘Hollywood on the Nile,’ because of its comparatively large output of melodramas and elaborate musicals, Egyptian cinema has consistently confounded its critics by producing films of international significance, often against the background of political censorship. Arguably the most significant Egyptian film was Kamal Selim’s Determination (1939), which established the realist tradition that was to later become overtly politicised in the works of filmmakers such as Youssef Chahine (Cairo Station), Salah Abu Seif and Teufiq Salih. This politicisation spread to the works of commercial directors such as Henri Barakat (The Nightingale’s Prayer), but increasing levels of state censorship ultimately drove these filmmakers to neighbouring countries. All the more remarkable then was Chadi Abdesaalam’s Al-mummia (aka The Night of Counting the Years), undeniably a major masterpiece of Egyptian cinema, screening here in a fully restored version courtesy of the Bologna archive. The release in 1999 of Atef Hetata’s powerful drama about the rise of Islamic fundamentalism during the first Gulf War, The Closed Doors, heralded a new wave in politically committed Egyptian cinema. The brief retrospective was brought up to date with a personal appearance by Ibrahim Batout, presenting his haunting drama Eye of the Sun.

Other films in the programme included three films on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict: a powerful drama on the impact of the Israeli occupation, Pomegranates and Myrrh; a lighter look at the impact of the occupation, Laila’s Birthday, starring the wonderful Mohamed Bakri; and an inspiring documentary on a musical collaboration between cultures, Knowledge is the Beginning. There were also outings for the uplifting Iranian comedy Song of the Sparrows, and two exceptional documentaries which screened in the Edinburgh International Film Festival last June – from Lebanon, The One Man Village and, from Turkey, On the Way to School.

This retrospective concentrated on the realist tradition of Egyptian cinema, whilst providing examples of the best of genre cinema. There was also examples of some of the finest Middle Eastern cinema from other Middle Eastern countries. 

The 2010 Middle Eastern Film Festival introduced and educated new audiences about Middle Eastern films and culture, bringing together Egyptian and other communities, providing networking opportunities for filmmakers, and it allowed for film introductions and question and answer sessions accompanying some of the film screenings.

Nowadays the Middle East is never far from the news and yet comparatively little is known about the richness and complexity of Middle Eastern cinema. The Middle Eastern Film Festival seeks to address this oversight by focusing on the output of particular national cinemas.

2010 Middle Eastern Film Festival on Tour
With the support of Regional Screen Scotland we were able to tour some of the films from the Middle Eastern Film Festival to smaller communities across Scotland. This included screenings at the Bo’ness Hippodrome, at Colinsburgh and Crail in Fife (which included Egyptian food and music from the Egyptian Coptic Community and with support from Fife Council, and including the film screenings as part of the Fife 2010 celebrations), at the Universal Hall, Findhorn, at the the CatStrand in New Galloway and at the Robert Burns Centre Film Theatre in Dumfries.
Masterclass with Ibrahim El-Batout, and, 

Day Workshop on Egyptian Cinema with Dr Walter Armbrust

We were very pleased to have Egyptian film director Ibrahim El-Batout in Edinburgh, with support from the British Council in Egypt, to offer a Masterclass and also to lead a discussion following the screening of his film, Eye of the Sun.

We were also very fortunate to have Dr Walter Armbrust in Edinburgh to offer a day workshop on Egyptian cinema, which was very much appreciated by participants.

2010 Middle East Festival Pre Events

There was a rich range of externally organised Pre Events in the 2010 Middle East Festival, and these offerings considerably enriched the program of events on offer.

2010 Middle East Youth Festival

The Middle East Youth Exchange brought 18 young leaders from Mercy Corps’ leadership training programme, the Global Citizen Corps (GCC), to Edinburgh for 7 days. The young people came from Lebanon, Jordan and Scotland to explore the theme of peace and conflict together. They planned and delivered outreach activities to maximise the scope and impact of the exchange, including: a photography exhibition, a public film screening, a schools summit and a parliamentary reception.  

The exchange process began with young people involved in the Global Citizen Corps in Jordan, Lebanon and the UK being consulted about what they would like the themes of the Festival to be and what activities they would like to be included on the schedule. They identified Peace; Conflict; Reconciliation and Justice; Engagement with European Government; Parliament, NGOs and Civic Society; Arts and Culture; and Education and Learning as their key areas of focus for the Exchange.

Once the funding was successfully secured we approached young people in the GCC USA and Iraq programmes to participate as well, using their own national funds. Two young people were able to join us from the USA and during the exchange we held a conference call with the Iraq young people to enable them to discuss the exchange themes. 

We aimed to make the exchange as youth-led as possible, building their understanding and their capacity for delivering meaningful actions. They received training on Conflict issues, group work, peer education and public speaking before spending time planning and delivering actions. Staff from all countries participated in the planning and delivery, and the young people themselves trained, delivered and evaluated one another.

The first public action they delivered was hosting a preview of a photography exhibition. The photos were taken by their peers in Gaza; they spent an afternoon with a facilitator looking at image composition and then moved on to discuss the image content and context. During the preview they guided the public and engaged them in discussions of the issues that arose. 

The second action was a film screening of ‘Knowledge is the Beginning’ which explores issues of cooperation and peaceful change. The youth welcomed in viewers, handed out baklava, introduced the film, participated in debate following the screening and answered audience questions.

A School Summit was the third action taken. Pupils from two local schools attended a day event facilitated by the young people. They worked in groups of mixed nationality, age and gender to deliver training on Peace and Conflict issues. They closed the day by setting the participants the challenge of following their lead and developing their own peer awareness raising activities.

Government engagement was a theme of the exchange and this was explored on a number of occasions. An MEP’s political advisor worked with the delegates to explore issues of Europe and European identity plus two delegates delivered a “Time for Reflection” presentation in the Scottish Parliament which was available to the public and all MSPs. The largest event on this theme was an evening reception at the Parliament which focused on the role of peer education. Two additional peer education initiatives also presented and others joined the audience.

We created local partnerships in order to maximise the opportunity of the exchange. These partners spent time with the young people discussing their work, their approaches and how they may be relevant to the delegates own activities.  The partners included:

· Dynamic Earth; Education centre

· The British Council; Global Schools Partnership

· Eco Schools, The City of Edinburgh Council

· Scotland Malawi Partnership

· Deep Fried Film Festival

· Take One Action; Film screenings

· Colin Bartie; Political Adviser to David Martin MEP 

· St Mungo’s Museum of Religious Life and Art

“I've loved every minute of the festival, for building relationships with everyone to gaining new skills from all the workshops. I loved the schools summit, where we could put into practice our peer education skills and the film which was beautiful. Also the video-conference call, which I had never taken part in before.” Amy, UK

“Getting to learn about so many cultures and understanding perspective that we may not have seen in our own countries. The bonding activities and daily programmes really allowed us to form relationships that I plan on holding on to.” Tabya

Participants engaged in written, verbal and visual evaluation exercises  to provide an overall view of the experience of the Festival.  The written evaluation was completed individually in English or Arabic, the verbal feedback was done in small groups and the visual response was a picture created by all delegates. 

The majority said that the Festival had gone beyond their expectations, in terms of the richness of the experience and the high degree of practical organisation involved.  Please see below for examples:

‘The diversity of workshops and people that were involved, it helped learning about their cultures and traditions. Moreover, the location (Edinburgh) was the perfect choice.’  Kamal Akil, aged 20, Lebanon.

‘I’ve loved every minute of the Festival, from building relationships with everyone to gaining new skills from all the workshops….Thank you so much! I feel privileged to have taken part.’  Amy, aged 17, UK.

‘Workshops…all sitting together and talk together and learn from each other…that was really amazing.’ Abdullah, aged 15, Jordan.

‘I learned a lot and I think everyone did too. It was like a utopian village, something to aim for on a wider scale.’ Grant , aged 17, UK.

‘Thank you so much, it was so well organised, informative and special. It was definitely worth coming and I would recommend it to other young people, even who are not part of GCC.’  Hannah aged 17, UK

The partner staff and volunteers fed back their evaluations using an online survey tool after the close of the exchange. This allowed more time to contemplate their recommendations and comments.

“the subjects and the theme were really varied and they opened the door for the youth to dicover the OTHER” Angela, Jordan

“It was a huge step to bring these students together from such diverse backgrounds to host and run public events. I have to admit I didn't realize the scale of the event until I got there. Another huge piece was the topic that was covered during the event - thinking about peace and conflict with that group of students was intense, but I think it was handled extremely well. I’m glad you didn't back down from it b/c it might have been too difficult or sensitive that really stands out as lesson that we can all learn. The young people embraced the whole experience and I think that they learned from staff and from each other and built really long lasting relationships.” Amie, USA
2010 Middle East Festival Main Events

There was a rich range of events among the Main Events this year, from 6 talk/forum events, to a 2-day retreat, to numerous day, afternoon and evening workshops, as well as several chanting events, a poetry evening, the Festival Hosted Meal and the Mindful Peace Walk at the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh.
Among the highlights of the Main Events were six talk/forum events as follows:

The 2010 Middle East Festival Forum on Spirituality, Mental Health and Well-being - Dr Andrew Powell in conversation with Rev Prof Stephen G. Wright.

Forum on Spirituality, Mental Health and Well-being.

The 2010 Middle East Festival Forum on the Arts.

Speaker: David Greig.

Title: Theatre and the Middle East.

Forum on the role of theatre in addressing issues of peacemaking, conflict resolution, community building, loss, grief, health and well-being, healing, identity, inclusion, etc.

The 2010 Middle East Festival Forum on the Natural Economy, Sustainability, and the Global Environment.

Speaker: Prof Stephen Blackmore FRSE, Regius Keeper, Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh.

Title: Gardening the Earth: the international role of botanic gardens.

Forum on the Natural Economy, Sustainability, and the Global Environment.

The 2010 Middle East Festival Forum on Education and the Media.

Speaker: Prof John Eldridge, Emeritus Professor of Sociology, the University of Glasgow.

Title: War and Peace News.

Forum on the Role of the Media in Times of Peace and Conflict.

The 2010 Middle East Festival Forum on Environmental Responsibility and Climate Change.

Speaker: Dr James Garvey, the Royal Institute of Philosophy.

Title: The Ethics of Climate Change.

Forum on Spiritual, Educational and Cultural Responses to Climate Change.

The 2010 Middle East Festival Forum on World Spiritualities.

Speaker: Prof Ursula King, Emeritus Professor of Theology and Religious Studies, the University of Bristol.

Title: Do we need Spirituality for Human Flourishing?

Forum on the Search for Spirituality: Our Global Quest for Meaning and Fulfilment.
2010 Middle East Festival Exhibitions and Displays

With some 16 exhibitions and displays this year, it was one of the richest offerings of exhibitions and displays that we have been able to offer as part of the Middle East Festival. We were able to secure high profile venues across Edinburgh to host these exhibitions and displays, guaranteeing that they were seen by large numbers of participants among members of the general public.

7. Promotion of the Festival.

A number of approaches were adopted for promoting the Festival this year:

MESP 2010 Festival Brochure, A5 5,125, 4pp cover and 56pp text, were distributed widely across Edinburgh;

2,000 A5 2-sided Flyers were distributed widely across Edinburgh;

50 A4 Posters were put out across Edinburgh;

Middle Eastern Film Festival in one issue of the Filmhouse Brochure;

Middle Eastern Film Festival Posters and Flyers;
Middle Eastern Film Festival on Tour Brochure distributed to hosting organisations;
Extensive themed email publicity on specific Festival events;

Promotion of the Festival through the Festival Website, www.mesp.org.uk;

Promotion of the Festival through the EICSP Facebook Group;

Promotion of the Festival through a series of themed press releases;

Promotion of specific Festival events in the publicity of collaborating organizations;

Promotion of the Festival through mainstream publications, and through having Caduceus, Coracle, Instant Magazine, Kindred Spirit and Positive News as Media Partners;
Promotion of the Festival through articles associated with the Middle Eastern Film Festival;

Promotion of the Festival through word-of-mouth and personal contacts.

8. Media Coverage of the Festival.

The Festival was widely covered online. There was extensive website coverage of the Festival, and in associated newsletters. All of the coverage that we are aware of has accurately and positively covered the Festival.

Without doubt, we have achieved some of the best mainstream coverage of the Festival this year. Among those publications which have either covered the Festival or run feature articles on the Festival are the following:

The Evening News, the List, the Edinburgh Guide, the Guardian, BBC Radio Scotland, the Skinny, the BBC website, Scottish Screen Roughcuts, the Baptist Times, Caduceus, Coracle, Instant Magazine, Kindred Spirit and Positive News among others.

9. Some Conclusions.

We were able to put on a richly varied program of events, and most of these events were found to be spiritually nourishing by those who participated, as well as intellectually stimulating and of significant educational value.

People were able to discover spiritual traditions which were new to them, to learn more deeply about spiritual traditions with which they had some familiarity, to participate in spiritual and artistic practice, to share deeply from their own life experiences, and the Festival itself was experienced by some as a ‘temporary community,’ a place of meeting and sharing, and for many the Festival was a source of inspiration and nourishment.

The Festival in 2010 Festival including pre-events, and the Middle Eastern Film Festival, and the exhibitions and displays had some 110 events, and consolidated many of the successes from previous years.

The 2010 Middle East Festival has been a significant success in terms of the consistent quality of the events, and the very appreciative feedback that has been received from those who attended.

The Festival Brochure was widely praised and found to be easy to use by most people, though there are always diverse viewpoints on such matters, and each year we take into account feedback from previous years in this respect.

The Festival Website was found to be easy to use by most people, and the inclusion of online bookings will be further developed.

The registration and booking process was found to be quite straightforward.

We again included some Festival Passes this year, and some people took up this offer.

The Festival Schedule was comfortably manageable. We were able to keep the costs of events at a very accessible level, and we adopted a flexible policy on registrations to accommodate to people’s circumstances. We also had some bursaries for people on very low income, and for the volunteers.

All of the identified media coverage accurately represented the Festival ethos. The Festival is being accurately and positively reported in the media, and the series of carefully identified thematic press releases that we put out is greatly helping this process. We had some our best media coverage to date in the mainstream media.

In the 2010 Festival there were 12 thematic strands to the Festival to allow different entry routes and participation identities. There was participation in the Festival from USA, Africa, across the UK, countries across wider Europe, and the Middle East. Within Scotland, people participated in the Festival from most corners of the country.

Learnings will be incorporated into our Guidelines for Events Submission for the 2011 Middle East Festival.

The 2010 Festival further clarified its role as a vehicle for local and international community building between diverse spiritual traditions, cultures and communities and between the internal and external experiences of the individual.

For many participants the 2010 Festival provided a ‘temporary community,’ and in many events, and particularly so the day workshops, we were successful in providing a supportive, caring, non-judgemental environment in which we engaged in interactive exercises, role play, rituals, deep listening and sharing about our experiences and awareness of wisdom relating to the basic elements of peacemaking and community building. Elements which some found to be important included:

Welcoming (hospitality, appreciation, rituals)

Respect/celebrating differences, acceptance/understanding and allowing/holding space

Openness of heart and mind, trust, listening, compassion, and awareness of each other

Skills or tools of peacemaking in a humane way, letting go, challenging, transforming …
The Festival has again been successfully managed within budget.
10. Thanks.

The Festival organisers would like to offer thanks to everyone who has participated in the 2010 Middle East Festival, and to those who have supported the Festival. From speakers and facilitators, volunteers, sponsors and hosts, venues and the general public, friends and participants, we offer our thanks and appreciation.
11. Festival Contacts.

Festival and Conference Directors:

Neill Walker and Dr Neil Douglas-Klotz. 

Neill Walker:

Edinburgh International Centre for Spirituality and Peace, EICSP,

Scottish Charity SC038996,

4 William Black Place, 

South Queensferry, 

Edinburgh, EH30 9PZ.

Scotland. UK.

T: +44 (0) 131 331 4469

E: mesp2008@hotmail.co.uk

W: www.eicsp.org, www.mesp.org.uk 

Dr Neil Douglas-Klotz:

Edinburgh Institute for Advanced Learning, EIAL, 

3/8 Abbey Street, 

Edinburgh, EH75SJ.

Scotland, UK.

Office: +44 (0) 7005 802 580

Fax: +44 (0) 7005 802 581

Mobile: +44 (0) 7766 704879 

E: saadishakur@mac.com

W: www.eial.org  
