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Press Release
Glasgow – Thursday 11 December 2008
Scottish Screen backs a subversive feature documentary, a supernatural screen adaptation, a new talent initiative to encourage greater diversity, and the inaugural Middle Eastern Film Festival

Man For A Day 

Scottish Screen announces its £26,969 investment in feature-length documentary Man for a Day. Glasgow-based production company, mediaco-op, was offered support from Scottish Screen’s Express Film Fund to make its second international co-production, this time with German producer/director Katarina Peters (Stroke) and first-time feature film producer, Louise Scott. 

Man for a Day takes a wry, humorous look at gender through the eyes of eight women as their worlds collide with Diane Torr, Scottish Drag King extraordinaire, in her Berlin Gender Lab. The documentary offers a fresh look at gender issues, allowing ordinary women to explore a theme commonly associated with underground culture. 
 
mediaco-op previously received support from Scottish Screen for their international television documentary Red Oil, which recently premiered at the Sheffield Doc/Fest, the UK's major documentary film festival; and for TV documentary, My Wee African Village, made for stv as part of the strand This Scotland.

Other projects that have recently benefited from Scottish Screen investment:

Justified Sinner 

Glasgow-based production company Flying Scotsman Films was awarded £15,000 in Content Development funding to develop the script for Justified Sinner. The feature-length project is a screen adaptation of Scottish poet and novelist James Hogg’s The Private Memoirs and Confessions of A Justified Sinner, one of the major Scottish novels of its time, exploring key themes of Scottish culture and identity. Set in early 18th century Edinburgh, Hogg’s 1824 masterpiece of religious fanaticism, Calvinist predetermination, satanic visitation and violent fratricide carries a horrifying, but familiar, echo to our modern ears.
The Scottish team that will develop this supernatural and powerful project includes producer Peter Broughan (Rob Roy, The Flying Scotsman), and screenplay co-writers Ian Rankin and James Mavor. Fife-born, acclaimed crime author Rankin (Inspector Rebus novels, Watchman) and Mavor (Split Second, Monarch Of The Glen) have previously collaborated on the Edinburgh-set BBC production Reichenbach Falls.

Brand New

Glasgow-based Diversity Films works in communities to nurture, train and develop a new generation of filmmakers. The organisation was awarded £75,000 from the Talent Development Fund to support Brand New, a new innovative screen training and mentoring programme aimed at discovering and unleashing talent in excluded communities.

Run by multi-skilled filmmaking professionals including Douglas Aubrey (Victim of Geography, A Different Pitch), Abigail Howkins (The Book Group, Sweet Sixteen) and Marie Olesen (Wasted Nation, Kurdi), the talent initiative will take place in three culturally and economically diverse areas of Glasgow - Kingsway, Easterhouse and Govanhill.

Brand New offers undiscovered talent the chance to develop their skills as filmmakers. By the end of the programme, the finished productions will be distributed to the wider community through local screenings, TV and internet broadcast, mobile phones and festival screenings. 

In April 2007, Diversity Films received support from Scottish Screen to establish the company and run the Community Filmmakers Project (CFP), a vehicle for building filmmaking skills in communities. After a successful pilot year, the next step for Diversity Films is to roll the project out in more communities under the banner Brand New. 

Middle Eastern Film Festival 

Edinburgh International Centre for Spirituality & Peace (EICSP) was awarded £6,000 from the Audience Development Fund to support the inaugural Middle Eastern Film Festival. The festival will take place in February 2009 at the Filmhouse Cinema in Edinburgh and will be part of Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace (MESP) and Edinburgh Iranian Festival. 

The Middle Eastern Film Festival is organised by Neill Walker (EICSP, MESP), the Edinburgh Iranian Festival, 

and James McKenzie (Filmhouse). 

The festival’s aim is to address the under-representation of Middle Eastern cinema, and in particular Iranian cinema, in Scotland. The Iranian strand of the Middle Eastern Film Festival 2009 will map the changing and evolving character of Iranian cinema and offer Scottish audiences a comprehensive snapshot of the three generations of films and filmmakers who have shaped Iranian cinema. A wide range of filmmaking styles and genres will be showcased, and Q&As, masterclasses and introductions will be used to further engage audiences. 

These highlighted projects were awarded investment from Scottish Screen through National Lottery funds and are just some of Scottish Screen’s recent investments. For full details of all Scottish Screen Investment Awards, please visit www.scottishscreen.com/investmentawards.
For further information, please contact:

Sara Carlsson

Communications Assistant

t: 0141 302 1766

m: 07500 055 814

e: Sara.Carlsson@scottishscreen.com

Christine McMillan

Communications Officer

t: 0141 302 1746

m: 07971 488 237

e: Christine.McMillan@scottishscreen.com
w: www.scottishscreen.com

Notes to Editors
1. Please note that offers of investment are subject to standard and specific conditions being met. Conditions must be met before an offer is finalised.

2. See below for more information about the funds mentioned in this press release: 

Audience Development: Scottish Screen recognises that film festivals are one of the key ways of developing audiences. Successful projects will encourage and increase the range of content available to audiences, introduce and educate new audiences to moving image media, encourage excellence and should take place in Scotland. Where appropriate, projects will also aim to increase networking opportunities for Scottish filmmakers and raise the prestige of Scotland's filmmakers nationally and internationally.

Content Development: Scottish Screen’s investment in Content Development aims to assist Scottish talent in developing projects to take to the marketplace. Content Development funding can be given for script development and pre-production on projects that have a significant chance of being screened theatrically or broadcast.

Express Film Fund:  Scottish Screen's Express Film Fund aims to fast track production companies by enabling them to produce innovative projects that have the potential to significantly raise the profile of individual talent and companies within a national and international context, and also attract market and public interest, thus generating income for the company and/or the project's key creators.

Talent Development: Scottish Screen’s investment aims to develop creative talent in the screen industries by supporting targeted initiatives. The Talent Development Fund supports a range of initiatives that offer a ladder of opportunity for new, emerging and established screenwriters, producers and directors. Through the fund Scottish Screen aims to support the development and production of innovative, quality work that can be promoted to the appropriate audience; whether that is the general public, screen industry commissioners or financiers.

For more information on Scottish Screen’s investment opportunities, please go to www.scottishscreen.com/investment.
3. Scottish Screen is the national screen agency for Scotland with responsibility for developing all aspects of screen culture and industry across the country.

4. Scottish Screen invests just under £6m in the development and promotion of Scotland’s screen industries each year. This includes distributing £2.7m of National Lottery funds. 

5. With over 100 Scottish-based production companies and more than 300 facilities companies generating a turnover of £1.2 billion (€1.7 billion) per year, production activity in Scotland is the highest in the UK outside London.

6. For more information on the activities of Scotland’s screen agency, go to www.scottishcreen.com. 
[image: image2.jpg]Vi

SCOTTISH

% ©
\
SCREEN

| OTTERY FUNDED





