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We have installed in Cinema One a system 
which enables us, whenever the necessary 
discs are available, to show onscreen subtitles 
for customers who are deaf or hard of hearing, 
and provide audio description (via our 
infra-red headsets) for those who are sight-
impaired. 

This month:  

Doubt – all Cinema One screenings will 
have audio description (see pages 14-15 for 
screening times), and the 3.45pm screening 
on Sunday 22 February will also have subtitles.

FORCRYINGOUTLOUD

Screenings for carers and their babies, on 
Monday mornings at 10.30am. This issue: 

Notorious on Monday 23 February 

Baby changing, bottle warming and buggy 
parking facilities are available.Tickets cost 
£3/£2 concessions per adult. Screenings limited 
to babies under 12 months accompanied by no 
more than two adults. For Crying Out Loud is 
sponsored by CBeebies.

See page 13 for details of Weans’ World, our 
regular screenings for a younger audience.
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NOTORIOUS PARIS 36 THREE MONKEYS

Introduction

The Curious Case of Woffard Lomax 
This year’s Oscar® nominations haven’t been announced yet (as I write), but I’m going to stick my neck out and try and predict 
some winners. You know, just for fun. Don’t go making silly bets at the bookies and then blaming me for your loss as I make no 
claims to being an expert, and, in any case, who can ever predict the vagaries of the Academy? Anyway, here goes, using, it has 
to be said, more heart than head: Best Actors - Sean Penn (I reckon the Academy are not yet ready to welcome the wayward Mr 
Rourke back into the fold) and Kate Winslet; Best Film and Director - Frost/Nixon and Ron Howard (despite all the Slumdog hype); 
Best Supporting Actors - Heath Ledger (the Academy loves posthumous Oscars®) and Marisa Tomei (cos occasionally being really 
good is enough). There.

Enough speculation, now to the certainties of our February programme. The magnificent Frost/Nixon, The Wrestler and 
Revolutionary Road continue, and are complemented from February 13 by the powerful and absorbing Meryl Streep and Philip 
Seymour Hoffman-starring drama, Doubt. Fans of Christophe Barratier’s Les Choristes (The Choir) from a few years back will love 
his latest, Paris 36 (Faubourg 36), a delightful musical comedy/drama set in and around a neighbourhood theatre in, ahem, Paris, in, 
ahem, 1936. Two excellent and very different family dramas get a release this month: Nuri Bilge (Uzak, Climates) Ceylan’s dark and 
gripping neo-noir, Three Monkeys, and Arnaud (Kings and Queen) Desplechin’s unseasonally-titled-but-relevant-for-any-
time-of-year, A Christmas Tale (Un Conte de Noël), which stars Catherine Deneuve and Mathieu Amalric. 

Spellbound, Rebecca and Notorious (all screening in new prints) make up a short Hitchcock season; Wild Japan gives us an ultra-
rare glimpse into Sex in Japanese Cinema in the 50s, 60s and 70s; and looking east, further east, and even further east, there 
are seasons of films from Greece, the Middle East and Taiwan respectively.

And finally, a cautionary tale... In a multiplex in Philadelphia (The City of Brotherly Love!) on Christmas Day, a man (the splendidly-
monikered, aforementioned Mr Lomax) was [allegedly] shot by an irate fellow cinemagoer (whilst watching The Curious Case of 
Benjamin Button) during a fracas over his family making too much noise. Cripes! So, the “right to bear arms” not such a good idea 
then? Talkers, sweetie-wrapper rustlers and popcorn-munchers beware...

Rod White, Head of Programming

DOUBT
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NEWRELEASE

Revolutionary Road
Showing until Thu 26 Feb
Sam Mendes • USA/UK 2008 • 1h59m   
Digital projection • 15 – Contains strong language
Cast: Leonardo DiCaprio, Kate Winslet, Kathy Bates, 
Michael Shannon, Dylan Baker.

Adapted from the landmark 1961 novel by 
Richard Yates, Revolutionary Road is an incisive 
portrait of an American marriage. Frank and April 
Wheeler (Leonardo DiCaprio and Kate Winslet, 
both giving beautifully nuanced performances) 
have always seen themselves as special, 
different, ready and willing to live their lives 
based on higher ideals. So, as soon as they and 
their two children move into their new house 
on tranquil Revolutionary Road, they proudly 
declare their independence from the suburban 
inertia that surrounds them and determine never 
to be trapped by the social confines of their era. 
Yet for all their charm, beauty and irreverence, 
the Wheelers find themselves becoming exactly 
what they didn’t expect: a good man with a 
routine job whose nerve has gone; a less-than-
happy homemaker starving for fulfilment and 
passion; an American family with lost dreams, 
like any other. Driven to change their fates, April 
hatches an audacious plan to start all over again, 
to leave the comforts of Connecticut behind for 
the great unknown of Paris. 

New releases
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NEWRELEASE NEWRELEASENEWRELEASE

FROST/NIXON THE WRESTLER BOOGIE

Frost/Nixon
Showing until Thu 19 Feb 
Ron Howard • USA/UK/France 2008 • 2h2m • 35mm   
15 – Contains strong language
Cast: Michael Sheen, Frank Langella, Kevin Bacon, Sam Rockwell, 
Rebecca Hall, Oliver Platt, Toby Jones.

The historic 1977 interview of a disgraced post-Watergate 
ex-President Nixon by the supposedly lightweight British 
chatshow host David Frost turned out to be one of the 
most explosive confrontations in American TV history. 
Here, actors Michael Sheen and Frank Langella reprise 
the roles they originally played on stage in Peter Morgan’s 
award-winning play, Sheen catching the flash mannerisms 
of Frost and Frank Langella delivering a towering 
performance as Nixon, a man who finally realised it was 
time to come clean. Gripping and very funny, the film plays 
like a verbal boxing match, the razor-sharp script filled with 
timely insights into the power of the media.

The Wrestler
Showing until Thu 12 Feb
Darren Aronofsky • USA 2008 • 1h49m • 35mm   
15 – Contains strong bloody wrestling violence, strong language, 
sex and drug use
Cast: Mickey Rourke, Marisa Tomei, Evan Rachel Wood, Mark 
Margolis, Todd Barry.

In a performance of astonishing commitment, detail and 
emotional impact, Mickey Rourke reclaims his position at 
the pinnacle of American acting in The Wrestler, playing a 
professional wrestler long past his prime. 

Back in the eighties, Randy ‘The Ram’ Robinson was at 
the top of his game, but twenty-five years later he finds 
himself trapped by the only thing he knows how to do: 
fight other men for money. This is not the safe pantomime 
that professional wrestling has become in the public 
imagination, but a circuit of gruelling, un-televised fights in 
front of crowds screaming for carnage. Outside the ring, 
all he has to show for his life is a painful relationship with 
his estranged daughter Stephanie (Evan Rachel Wood) 
and a tentative romance with stripper Cassidy (Marisa 
Tomei). These are scraps, but from them, Randy attempts 
to rebuild his life.

Director Darren Aronofsky strips this story of all false 
sentiment, producing a pure, vivid character study that 
showcases Rourke’s extraordinary performance.

Boogie
Fri 20 to Sun 22 Feb
Radu Muntean • Romania 2008 • 1h42m • Digital projection  
Romanian with English subtitles • 15 – Contains very strong 
language, strong sex references and nudity
Cast: Dragos Bucur, Anamaria Marinca, Mimi Branescu, Adrian 
Vancica, Vlad Muntean.

Bogdan, nicknamed Boogie, is at the seaside resort of 
Constanta on the Black Sea for the May bank holiday, along 
with his wife and their young son. Boogie has done well 
for himself, he works hard but has a good life and is happy, 
but when he runs into two old friends from his college days 
things become confused. Drinking, smoking and picking 
up women are things he’s given up, but his wife’s antipathy 
to his friends and all they represent provokes a reaction 
and a potentially marriage-damaging night on the town... 
A naturalistic and utterly convincing drama with strong 
performances and a screenplay that finds exactly the right 
tone for those inherently silly conversations that are fuelled 
by nostalgia and too much booze.

New releases
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See page two for details.

Doubt
Fri 13 to Thu 26 Feb
John Patrick Shanley • USA 2008 • 1h44m • Digital projection  
15 – Contains theme of implied child sexual abuse
Cast: Meryl Streep, Philip Seymour Hoffman, Amy Adams,  
Viola Davis, Alice Drummond.

A superb, engrossing drama with powerful 
performances and timeless relevance, directed and 
adapted by John Patrick Shanley from his own award-
winning play.

Brooklyn, 1964. Sister Aloysius Beauvier (Meryl Streep) 
is a no-nonsense Catholic middle school principal who 
watches over her students with steely eyes and a firm 
hand. She carries a simmering dislike for the popular 
priest Father Flynn (Philip Seymour Hoffman) because 
his easy rapport with the students clashes with her 
old-school style. Believing Father Flynn may be hiding 
something, Sister Aloysius asks history teacher Sister 
James (Amy Adams) to inform her if Flynn exhibits 
any strange behaviour. Not long after, Sister James 
discovers that one of her students, Donald Miller, 
smells of alcohol after paying a private visit to Flynn 
in the rectory. Armed with this information, Aloysius 
campaigns to drum Flynn out of the parish.

Although she could rest on her laurels as a living legend, 
Meryl Streep is always eager to take up a new challenge, 
and Doubt gives her the meatiest role she’s had in a long 
time. She inhabits Sister Aloysius with a self-assurance 
and authority that dominate the screen, except when 
matched by Hoffman’s formidable physicality. He 
imbues Father Flynn with an all-encompassing charm 
and ease that make it plain why his students adore him. 
Their battle with each other is spellbinding. 
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New releases

THREE MONKEYS A CHRISTMAS TALE PARIS 36

Three Monkeys  Üç maymun
Fri 27 Feb to Thu 5 Mar
Nuri Bilge Ceylan • Turkey/ Italy/ France 2008 • 1h49m   
Digital projection • Turkish with English subtitles   
15 – Contains strong language and sex
Cast: Yavuz Bingol, Hatice Aslan, Rifat Sungar, Ercan Kesal,  
Cafer Köse.

A politician persuades his driver to take the rap for him 
after the former knocks over a man with his car; in return 
he’ll pay his employee’s salary to his teenage son, and 
hand over a large lump sum when he emerges from prison 
after six months or so. But that lie told to the cops is merely 
the first of many more deceits that shape the increasingly 
twisted and dangerous interactions between the politician, 
the driver, his wife and their son, all of whom soon find 
themselves trapped by their own fears, desires, doubts and 
suspicions. 

This fifth feature is arguably the most ambitious film 
yet from the maker of Uzak and Climates. It has the dry 
humour, assured pacing, astute psychological insights 
and sharp sense of moral and dramatic irony that has 
been conspicuous in all his work, but in many respects the 
film feels like an expansion upon ‘Climates’, not only in 
extending that film’s clear-eyed, unsentimental assessment 
of male-female relationships from a couple to a whole 
family and its acquaintances, but in exploring the rich 
potential afforded by digital technology; if you thought 
Ceylan’s photographer’s eye produced stunning images in 
Climates, Three Monkeys pushes the envelope still further. 

A Christmas Tale  Un conte de Noël
Fri 27 Feb to Thu 5 Mar
Arnaud Desplechin • France 2008 • 2h33m • Digital projection  
French with English subtitles • 15 – Contains two uses of very 
strong language
Cast: Catherine Deneuve, Jean-Paul Roussillon, Anne Consigny, 
Mathieu Amalric, Melvil Poupaud.

A masterfully articulated drama from Arnaud (Kings and 
Queens) Desplechin, who utilises a superb cast to tell 
a story of sibling rivalry and buried grief with elegance, 
control and deliciously dark humour. 

The Vuillards are a complicated family, touched by an old 
tragedy that casts a pall over their lives. Years ago, Abel 
(Jean-Paul Roussillon) and Junon (Catherine Deneuve) 
had a child, Joseph, who died of a rare genetic condition. 
Junon has just discovered she is suffering from the same 
disease. Her only hope is to find a bone-marrow donor 
among the members of her family. Her surviving children 
lead separate lives from one another, but each is scarred by 
Joseph’s death. The eldest, Elizabeth (Anne Consigny), is 
a reclusive playwright. Henri (Mathieu Amalric) is a raging 
alcoholic who relishes confrontation. Elizabeth effectively 
banished him from the family years ago and has not spoken 
to him since. Ivan (Melvil Poupaud), the youngest, is the 
most unaffected of the three. As the family come together 
for Christmas they attempt to reconcile the past and plan 
the future, while their own private tragedies silently fester 
between them. 

A film full of laughter, tears, drunken confessions, revelatory 
soliloquies, pain, sorrow, hospital visits, and various kinds of 
love – relevant at any time of year, not just Christmas!

Paris 36  Faubourg 36
Fri 27 Feb to Thu 5 Mar
Christophe Barratier • France 2008 • 2h • 35mm   
French with English subtitles • 15
Cast: Gérard Jugnot, Clovis Cornillac, Kad Merad, Nora Arnezeder, 
Pierre Richard.

From the director of Les Choristes (The Chorus), comes 
an equally charming musical comedy about a group of 
local performers who stop at nothing to keep the magic of 
theatre alive. 

1936, a north-east suburb of Paris. The springtime election 
of a left-wing government brings wild new hopes, yet 
also sees the rise of extremist ideas. As the film opens, 
mounting debts at the neighbourhood music hall mean the 
proprietorship passes to the local mob boss, who promptly 
closes it down. Depressed and running out of money, 
newly-unemployed stagehand Pigoil (Gérard Jugnot) and 
his friends Milou (Clovis Cornillac), a proud idealist, and 
Jacky (Kad Merad), a flawed comedian, decide to stand 
up to the mobster, occupy the theatre and return it to its 
glory days. Their line-up of amateur cabaret and half-baked 
comedy looks decidedly lacklustre until the beautiful 
Douce (Nora Arnezeder) walks into the auditions, and their 
fortunes start to change... 

A delightful film, featuring a charming ensemble cast and 
some spectacular musical numbers, Paris 36 is a heart-
warming reminder of the power of community and the 
romance of the stage.
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CONVERSATIONS WITH MY GARDENER NOTORIOUS SPELLBOUND

Conversations With My Gardener
Dialogue avec mon jardinier
Mon 2 to Thu 5 Mar
Jean Becker • France 2007 • 1h49m • 35mm   
French with English subtitles   
12A – Contains one use of strong language and soft drug use
Cast: Daniel Auteuil, Jean-Pierre Darroussin, Fanny Cottençon, 
Alexia Barlier, Hiam Abbass.

It’s a joy to watch two of the veterans of French cinema at 
work in this intimate, moving and warmly funny portrait of 
an unexpected friendship. 

A middle-aged Parisian artist (Daniel Auteuil) returns to 
his old family home in provincial France after his parents’ 
death. He advertises for a gardener to maintain the 
sprawling land and to recreate his mother’s vegetable 
garden, and finds the first applicant (Jean-Pierre 
Darroussin) is an old school classmate he hasn’t seen since 
childhood. A friendship develops between the two as the 
they begin to see things through each other’s eyes, and 
find a beauty they have never seen before. 

Philosophical, mischievous and melancholy, this beautiful 
film effortlessly draws us into the lives of these two 
characters, employing a witty and believable script and 
pitch-perfect performances from Auteuil and Darroussin.

MAYBEYOUMISSED... Rebecca
Fri 20 to Sun 22 Feb
Alfred Hitchcock • USA 1940 • 2h10m • 35mm   
PG – Contains mild horror, threat and sex references
Cast: Laurence Olivier, Joan Fontaine, George Sanders,  
Judith Anderson, Nigel Bruce.

A young woman meets enigmatic and temperamental 
widower Maxim DeWinter in Monte Carlo, and on a whim 
marries him. He takes her home to foggy, rainy Cornwall, 
where he owns Manderley, a rambling country manor 
house, and the new Mrs DeWinter begins to grow nervous 
and suspicious: Did he have something to do with his first 
wife’s untimely death? Atmospheric and moody, Rebecca 
is a masterpiece of style and substance, an extended 
meditation on how the dead haunt the living. 

Spellbound
Tue 24 to Thu 26 Feb
Alfred Hitchcock • USA 1945 • 1h54m • New 35mm print   
PG – Contains mild threat, horror and descriptions of violence
Cast: Ingrid Bergman, Gregory Peck, Michael Chekhov,  
Leo G Carroll, Rhonda Fleming.

A doctor is suffering from amnesia and believes that he 
may have committed a murder, so his psychiatrist girlfriend 
puts him under psychoanalysis to solve the riddle. As one 
would expect, Hitchcock’s direction is full of suspense 
and the chemistry between the two leads smoulders with 
sexual tension. But perhaps the most memorable scene 
in the film is Salvador Dali’s quite brilliant and genuinely 
eerie surrealistic dream sequence, complete with staring 
eyes, sloping roofs, distorted camera angles and chairs and 
tables with human legs. 

Notorious
Fri 20 to Thu 26 Feb
Alfred Hitchcock • USA 2008 • 1h42m • New 35mm print   
U – Contains mild sex references and threat
Cast: Cary Grant, Ingrid Bergman, Claude Rains, Louis Calhern.

One of Hitchcock’s finest films of the ‘40s, which uses its 
espionage plot about Nazis hiding out in South America as a 
mere background in order to focus on a perverse, cruel love 
affair between US agent Grant and alcoholic Bergman, whom 
he blackmails into providing sexual favours for the German 
Rains as a means of getting information. Suspense there is, 
but what really distinguishes the film is the way its smooth, 
polished surface illuminates a sickening tangle of self-
sacrifice, exploitation, suspicion, and emotional dependence. 

Hitchcock 
Re-released
Three restored classics from the master  
of suspense.

TICKETDEALS

See all three films in this season and get 15% off

This offer is available online, in person and on the phone, 
on both full price and concession price tickets. Tickets  
must all be bought at the same time. 

REBECCA
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20 February – 
14 March 2009
TICKETS £12-£26, 
CONCESSIONS FROM £1
BOX OFFICE 0131 248 4848 
ONLINE www.lyceum.org.uk/irma
GROUPS 8+ 0131 248 4949

Company No. SCO62065   Scottish Charity Registered No. SCO10509

A co-production with Horsecross Arts
Presented by arrangement with Samuel French Limited

“It’s a terrible thing to 
marry an Egyptologist 
and find he’s hung up 
on his mummy...”

LYC0003 IrmaVep_Filmhouse.indd   1 16/12/08   13:07:29

Moray House offers a highly-acclaimed 
refresher course to help qualified 
teachers return to primary or secondary 
teaching careers. Evening classes 
start 16 April 2009.

www.education.ed.ac.uk/cpd

Are you thinking 
about returning to 
teaching?

The Moray House School of Education
CPD Office: Tel: 0131 651 6348/6263
Email: cpd@education.ed.ac.uk

Maybe you missed.../Hitchcock Re-released

SPELLBOUND

56-58 St Mary’s Street, Edinburgh
(off The Royal Mile & The Cowgate)

Open 7 Days from 11am

0131 556 5888
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GUSHING PRAYERCRAZED FRUIT BLUE FILM WOMAN WOODS ARE WET

Wild Japan: Sex in Japanese Cinema from the 50s to the 70s

Wild Japan 
Sex in Japanese Cinema from the 50s 
to the 70s
The first Japanese screen kiss came late (in 1946) 
but only a decade later a cycle of taiyozoku (or ‘Sun 
Tribe Films’), which centred around the decadent 
generation of post-war Japanese teens, would push 
the boundaries of Japanese screen eroticism beyond 
anything seen in American cinema of the same period. 
By the 1960s and 1970s sex film production accounted 
for more than 50% of the entire Japanese film industry.  

Showcasing the best examples of the taiyozoku cycle, 
the independent pink (low budget soft-core) film 
production of the 1960s, the Nikkatsu studio’s glorious 
roman porno strand of movies from the 1970s and 
the sexually themed masterpieces of world cinema 
from respected directors Hiroshi Teshigahara and 
Nagisa Oshima, Wild Japan : Sex In Japanese Cinema 
offers a provocative, challenging and thrilling journey 
straight back into the heart of this legendary period of 
Japanese sex film production. 

Matt Palmer, Wild Japan Programmer

Crazed Fruit
Kurutta kajitsu
Tue 10 Feb at 9.00pm
Ko Nakahira • Japan 1956 • 1h26m • 35mm   
Japanese with English subtitles • 18
Cast: Yujiro Ishihara, Masahiko Tsugawa, Eiko Higashitani.

Two brothers compete for the love of the same girl against 
a backdrop of summer sun and hedonistic decadence.

The taiyozoku  (or ‘Sun Tribe Films’) heralded an eruption 
of sexual frankness in Japanese cinema during the mid-
1950s. A prime example of this trend, Crazed Fruit remains 
a joyous blast of immaculately breezy cinematic style and 
a blistering investigation into Japan’s uneasy post-war 
transformation. A genuine rediscovery.     

This screening will be introduced by Matt Palmer. 

Blue Film Woman
Buru fuirumu no onna
Fri 13 Feb at 6.20pm
Kan Mukai • Japan 1969 • 1h20m • New 35mm print   
Japanese with English subtitles • 18
Cast: Miki Hashimoto, Rika Koyanagi.

A psychedelic portrait of swinging Tokyo, with delirious 
visuals matched by an equally outlandish revenge thriller/
gothic horror plotline.

Genuine independent 1960s Japanese pink films are 
infamously difficult to view in any form whatsoever and 
many are considered lost forever. This special screening 
of Blue Film Woman represents the mouthwatering 
opportunity to view a prime example presented from a 
brand new, specially created 35mm print.  

Gushing Prayer
Funshutsu kigan
Tue 17 Feb at 8.45pm
Masao Adachi • Japan 1971 • 1h12m • New 35mm print  
Japanese with English subtitles • 18
Cast: Aki Sasaki, Hiroshi Saito.

A young woman, already a jaded sexual veteran, embarks 
on an odyssey of self-discovery.

Experimental film artist, agent provocateur, scriptwriter 
and underground political soldier, Masao Adachi recently 
returned to Japan after completely disappearing for thirty 
years. This brand new 35mm print of an early Adachi 
work offers UK viewers the unique opportunity to assess 
the edgy, jagged and challenging style of one of world 
cinema’s most truly enigmatic figures.

Woods are Wet  
Onna jigoku: mori wa nureta
Sun 22 Feb at 9.00pm
Tatsumi Kumashiro • Japan 1973 • 1h5m • 35mm   
Japanese with English soft-titles • 18
Cast: Hiroko Isayama, Rie Nakagawa, Hatsuo Yamatani.

A girl takes refuge in a remote hotel only to drawn into a 
world of shocking depravity.

This ultra-rare screening of Kumashiro’s jaw-droppingly 
extreme film is not to be missed. Achingly beautiful 
candlelit cinematography entices the unwitting viewer 
into the most disturbing, truly Sadean hell ever committed 
to film. A diabolical collision of sex and horror that, once 
seen, is never forgotten.

This screening will be introduced by Matt Palmer. 

TICKETDEALS

See any three (or more) films in this season and get 15% off 
See any six (or more) films in this season and get 25% off

These packages are available online, in person and on the 
phone, on both full price and concession price tickets.  
Tickets must all be bought at the same time. 
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WATCHER IN THE ATTIC IN THE REALM OF THE SENSES ‘I KNOW WHERE I’M GOING!’

Wild Japan/Valentine’s Day

WOODS ARE WET WOMAN OF THE DUNES

Wild Japan: Sex in Japanese Cinema from the 50s to the 70s

Watcher in the Attic
Edogawa Rampo ryoki-kan: Yaneura no sanpo 
sha
Thu 26 Feb at 8.55pm
Noburo Tanaka • Japan 1976 • 1h16m • 35mm   
Japanese with English subtitles • 18
Cast: Junko Miyashita, Renji Ishibashi.

A voyeuristic landlord observes perverse sexual encounters 
taking place in his 1920s Tokyo boarding house.

A beautifully photographed, hauntingly evocative and 
utterly beguiling piece of work, Watcher in the Attic 
set Noboru Tanaka firmly apart from his roman porno 
contemporaries, exhibiting his highly distinctive and 
engagingly eccentric sensibilities. His skewed worldview 
is forcefully driven home with complete directorial control 
and a fabulously otherworldly atmosphere.

Black Rose Ascension
Kurobara shoten
Fri 27 Feb at 9.00pm
Tatsumi Kumashiro • Japan 1975 • 1h12m • 35mm   
Japanese with English subtitles • 18
Cast: Shin Kishida, Naomi Tani, Meika Seri.

The comedic tribulations of a self-important porn film 
director feature in this Japanese softcore equivalent of 
Boogie Nights. 

Tatsumi Kumashiro has been cited as one of the most 
important Japanese film directors of the 1970s. While 
Woods are Wet (also screening) represents the dark heart 
of his gritty, savage sensibilities, Black Rose Ascension 
displays the lighter, comedic side of his talents. 

Woman of the Dunes
Suna no onna
Mon 2 Mar at 8.45pm
Hiroshi Teshigahara • Japan 1964 • 2h4m • 35mm   
Japanese with English subtitles • 15 – Contains moderate sex and 
sexual assault
Cast: Kyoko Kishida, Eiji Okada, Hiroko Ito.

An amateur entomologist finds himself trapped by tribal 
villagers and forced into an erotic relationship with an 
inarticulate woman.

A legendary film that operates as a powerfully intense 
thriller whilst simultaneously hinting at a plethora of 
allegorical meanings, Woman of the Dunes remains a true 
cinematic landmark. The overpowering beauty of the film’s 
close-up photography and its claustrophobic, palpable 
physicality are nothing short of astounding.   

In the Realm of the Senses
Ai no corrida
Thu 5 Mar at 8.50pm
Nagisa Oshima • Japan/France 1976 • 1h49m • 35mm   
Japanese with English subtitles • 18
Cast: Tatsuya Fuji, Eiko Matsuda, Aoi Nakajima, Yasuko Matsui, 
Meika Seri.

A prostitute-turned-servant develops an increasingly 
demonic love affair with her employer. 

As the most famous Japanese sex film in history this 
masterpiece requires little introduction. In the Realm of the 
Senses is film as radical political act – a remorseless attack 
on Japanese censorship laws and the State of Japan itself. 
Causing enormous controversy the world over on initial 
release it remains deeply challenging, essential viewing. 

‘I Know Where I’m Going!’
Sat 14 Feb at 6.00pm
Michael Powell & Emeric Pressburger • Britain 1945 • 1h28m  
35mm • U – Contains mild peril
Cast: Wendy Hiller, Roger Livesey, Finlay Currie, Pamela Brown, 
John Laurie.

A headstrong, rather proud young woman (Wendy Hiller) 
travels by train and ferry to the Hebrides, there to marry 
her wealthy employer. But along the way, she falls under 
the spell of the Scottish landscape, and encounters another 
man (Roger Livesey), with whom she falls suddenly, 
passionately in love. This synopsis, however, can do little 
to convey the unique power of this film, with its odd, 
dreamlike interludes, its weird symbolism, its sense of 
ancient forces and the supernatural, and its alertness to the 
possibility of romantic love. It is a magical, unforgettable 
experience, a work of real and enduring genius.

Valentine’s Day
We ran a competition with our Filmhouse 
Members and Facebook group for suggestions for 
a suitable film to screen specially for Valentine’s 
Day. Suggestions ranged from the predictable to 
the, frankly, bizarre, but the winning entry was 
from Robert Dow, who has this to say about the 
wonderful ‘I Know Where I’m Going!’: “By its end 
one is filled with a real exhilaration. It is so beautifully 
photographed: a joy to watch. I saw it first at the 
Powell and Pressburger retrospective during one of 
the Edinburgh Film Festivals and left feeling joyous.” 
We couldn’t agree more! 
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THE TROJAN WOMEN CORRECTION IPHIGENIA

Greek Film Festival/Weans’ World

Electra  Ilektra
Sun 22 Feb at 6.15pm
Michael Cacoyannis • Greece/ USA 1962 • 1h50m • 35mm  
Greek with English subtitles • PG
Cast: Irene Papas, Giannis Fertis, Aleka Katselli, Manos Katrakis.

Electra (Irene Papas) is the young and beautiful daughter 
of the great warrior and king Agamemnon, who rules 
over the kingdom of Mycenae, but when he is murdered 
by his Queen and her lover, Electra is locked away while 
her brother Orestes flees for safety. Years later Electra is 
permitted to leave the castle to marry – a dirty trick played 
on Electra by the Queen that effectively exiles her from her 
rightful place as Princess of Mycanae. A powerful drama 
of revenge and redemption with a compelling central 
performance from Irene Papas.

My Life and Times -  
Michael Cacoyannis
Mia zoi, mia epohi - Mihalis Kakogiannis
Fri 20 Feb at 6.15pm
Lydia Carras • Greece 2008 • 1h27m • DigiBeta   
Greek with English subtitles • PG
Documentary

In this fascinating documentary, filmmaker Michael 
Cacoyannis narrates the story of his life, an invaluable 
personal testimony that takes us from the colonial Cyprus 
of his childhood to the great cultural metropolises of 
his time. A man of keen perception and sharp wit, he 
comments on the world-class stars who have worked 
with him. Mikis Theodorakis’ testimony brings to life the 
years of his collaboration with Cacoyannis on films such 
as Electra, Zorba and Iphigenia, set against a backdrop of 
the political and social developments of the time. The film 
also features testmonies by Charlotte Rampling, Dimitris 
Papaioannou and Claire Bloom, amongst others. 

The Trojan Women  Troades
Mon 23 Feb at 6.15pm
Michael Cacoyannis • USA/UK 1971 • 1h49m • 35mm • 15
Cast: Katharine Hepburn, Vanessa Redgrave, Geneviève Bujold, 
Irene Papas, Patrick Magee.

Their men killed and their city burning, the women of Troy 
are to be taken back to Greece as slaves. Queen Hecuba 
(Katharine Hepburn) tries to find a footing amidst her 
sorrow, as one daughter is murdered and the other, the 
mad Cassandra (Geneviève Bujold) is taken away. Hector’s 
widow Andromache (Vanessa Redgrave) finds she will 
be the new wife of a king, but her only son will be put to 
death. Finally, Menelaus (Patrick Magee) arrives to decide 
what to do with Helen (Irene Papas) the Greek temptress 
that the Trojan women hold responsible for all the carnage 
and suffering, and the loss of their empire.

Greek Film Festival
For this year’s Greek Film Festival we have 
given pride of place to the Greek-Cypriot 
filmmaker Michael Cacoyannis with the 
screening of a new documentary on the 
life and times of this great man, along 
with a rare opportunity to see his highly 
acclaimed Euripides trilogy Elektra, The 
Trojan Women (shot in Hollywood whilst 
in exile) and Iphigenia.

Also screening are two remarkable films 
dealing with racism and the hopes and 
aspirations of Greece’s ethnic Albanian 
population, Eduart and Correction.

The selection is completed by Cool, a new 
comedy from Nikos Perakis, whose 1984 
hit Loafing and Camouflage remains a high 
point in contemporary Greek comedy.

Special thanks to Katy Logotheti for her 
continued assistance and support with this 
festival.

TICKETDEALS

See any three (or more) films in this season and get 15% off 
See any six (or more) films in this season and get 25% off

These packages are available online, in person and on the 
phone, on both full price and concession price tickets.  
Tickets must all be bought at the same time. 
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COOL

Greek Film Festival/Weans’ World

THE TALE OF DESPEREAUXEDUART

Cool  Psichremia
Sat 28 Feb at 6.15pm
Nicos Perakis • Greece 2007 • 1h44m • 35mm   
Greek with English subtitles • 15
Cast: Yannis Tsimitselis, Andreas Constantinou, Vasso Kavalieratou, 
Eftyhia Yakoumi, Giorgos Kimoulis.

The parallel, often intertwining, stories of a group of very 
different young people over a 24-hour period during a 
hot summer, from the hallways of Athens Airport to the 
beaches of the Saronic Gulf and the pastures of Mount 
Psiloritis. What the characters have in common are the 
various problems they have inherited from their parents, 
whose actions cause their offspring to be in over their 
heads and forced to grow up fast.

Correction  Diorthosi
Wed 25 Feb at 6.15pm
Thanos Anastopoulos • Greece 2007 • 1h27m • 35mm • 15
Cast: Giorgos Symeonidis, Ornela Kapetani, Savina Alimani, Nikos 
Georgakis, Buyar Alimani.

Yorgos, recently released from prison, begins tracking 
a young woman who works in a restaurant and has a 
daughter. Both seem to know him, but the woman shrugs 
him off in the street; he responds by getting a job in the 
same eatery, run by an Albanian. Meanwhile, Yorgos is 
hounded by some former associates. Sparing of dialogue 
and incident, this absorbing drama is carefully ambiguous 
in its implications and deftly raises topical issues of 
nationalism and the transfusion of cultures in modern 
societies.

Eduart
Sun 1 Mar at 8.35pm
Angeliki Antoniou • Greece/Germany 2006 • 1h44m • 35mm  
German, Greek and Albanian with English subtitles • 15
Cast: Eshref Durmishi, André Hennicke, Ndriçim Xhepa, Ermela 
Teli, Adrian Aziri.

An assured crime drama based on a true story. Eduart, a 
young Albanian immigrant, arrives in Athens with dreams 
of becoming a rock star, but ends up hustling in a gay bar. 
In a moment of anger and revulsion, he kills a client, and 
flees back to Albania. His mother and sister are happy to 
see him, but his father turns him over to the police, not for 
the murder but for an earlier theft. He struggles to adjust to 
prison life, but is helped by another inmate, an enigmatic 
German doctor. Eduart won the award for the Best Greek 
Film at the 2006 Thessaloniki Film Festival.

Iphigenia  Ifigeneia
Thu 26 Feb at 6.00pm
Michael Cacoyannis • Greece 1977 • 2h7m • 35mm   
Greek with English subtitles • PG
Cast: Tatiana Papamoschou, Irene Papas, Kostas Kazakos, Kostas 
Karras, Christos Tsagas.

Helen, the wife of King Menelaus of Sparta, is abducted 
by Paris, the princely son of Troy’s King Priam. Menelaus’ 
brother, King Agamemnon, becomes the head of the huge 
Greek army that seeks to retrieve Helen. They are about to 
set sail to do battle, but the winds refuse to blow and they 
are getting impatient. Agamemnon, seeks to feed the army 
to keep them happy, but accidentally slays a sacred deer. 
The word comes down from Calchas, the chief soothsayer 
of the Greeks, that the oracles call for the sacrifice of his 
first-born daughter Iphigenia as punishment from the gods. 

Weans’ World
Films for a younger audience. Tickets cost 
£2 per person, big or small!

Please note: although we normally disapprove of people 
talking during screenings, these shows are primarily for 
kids, so grown-ups should expect some noise!

Madagascar: Escape 2 Africa
Sun 15 Feb at 1.00pm & Mon 16 Feb at 10.30am
Eric Darnell & Tom McGrath • USA 2008 • 1h30m • 35mm   
PG – Contains mild comic violence and threat
With the voices of Ben Stiller, Chris Rock, David Schwimmer, Jada 
Pinkett Smith, Sacha Baron Cohen.

Madagscar: Escape 2 Africa picks up right where the first 
film left off, with the animal friends plotting their return 
to the Central Park Zoo after being stranded on the titular 
island. After a disastrous plane ride they instead end up at 
an African wildlife reserve...

The Tale of Despereaux
Sun 1 Mar at 1.00pm & Mon 2 Mar at 10.30am
Sam Fell & Robert Stevenhagen • UK/USA 2008 • 1h33m • 35mm  
U – Contains mild violence, threat and scary moments
With the voices of Emma Watson, Dustin Hoffman, Sigourney 
Weaver, Matthew Broderick, Stanley Tucci.

When he’s banished from his home, Despereaux the 
mouse befriends Roscuro the rat, and together they 
embark upon a journey that will change the way they look 
at their world... 
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TIMES

 Fri 1 Revolutionary Road  1.00/3.30/6.00/8.35
 6 2 Frost/Nixon 12.45/3.20/8.40
 Feb 2 Pat Garrett & Billy the Kid (BS) 6.00
  3 The Wrestler 1.30/3.50/8.50
  3 Nargess (ME) 6.15

 Sat 1 Revolutionary Road  1.00/3.30/6.00/8.35
 7 2 The Scent of Joseph’s Shirt (ME) 1.00
 Feb 2 The Killer Elite (BS) 3.15
  2 Frost/Nixon 6.00/8.40
  3 The Wrestler 1.30/3.50/8.50
  3 Two Women (ME) 6.30

 Sun 1 Revolutionary Road  1.00/3.30/6.00/8.35
 8 2 Tehran Has No More... (ME)  1.00 + short + disc.
 Feb 2 Frost/Nixon 3.20/8.40
  2 Junior Bonner (BS) 6.00
  3 The Wrestler 1.30/3.50/8.50
  3 Three Women (ME) 6.30

 Mon 1 Revolutionary Road  2.30/6.00/8.35
 9 2 Frost/Nixon 3.00/8.50
 Feb 2 Gomorra (C) 6.00 + course
  3 The Wrestler 3.15/8.40
  3 Have You Another Apple? (ME) 6.30

 Tue 1 Revolutionary Road  2.30/6.00/8.35
 10 2 Frost/Nixon 3.00/6.15
 Feb 2 Crazed Fruit (WJ) 9.00 + intro
  3 The Wrestler 3.15/8.50
  3 Festen (EC) 6.30 + intro

 Wed 1 Revolutionary Road  2.30/6.00/8.35
 11 2 Frost/Nixon 3.00/8.40
 Feb 2 Buena Vista Social Club  6.00
  3 The Wrestler 3.15/8.55
  3 The Edukators  5.45

 Thu 1 Revolutionary Road  2.30/6.00/8.35
 12 2 Frost/Nixon 3.00/8.40
 Feb 2 The Killer Elite (BS) 6.00
  3 Buena Vista Social Club 2.00
  3 The Wrestler 4.15/8.50
  3 Fireworks Wednesday (ME) 6.30

 Fri 1 Doubt (AD) 1.15/3.30/6.15/8.45
 13 2 Revolutionary Road 1.15/3.45/8.35
 Feb 2 Blue Film Woman (WJ) 6.20
  3 Frost/Nixon 1.00/3.35/8.20
  3 Lonely Tune of Tehran (ME) 6.30

 Sat 1 Doubt (AD) 1.15/3.30/8.45
 14 1 ‘I Know Where I’m Going!’ 6.00
 Feb 2 Revolutionary Road 12.45/3.15/8.35
  2 Doubt  6.00
  3 Frost/Nixon 1.00/3.35/8.20
  3 It’s Winter (ME) 6.15

 Sun 1 Madagascar: Escape 2...  (WW) 1.00
 15 1 Doubt (AD) 3.15/5.45
 Feb 1 Otello 8.15 (£15/£10)
  2 The Runner (ME) 1.00
  2 Cross of Iron (BS) 3.15
  2 Revolutionary Road 6.00
  2 Doubt 8.45
  3 Frost/Nixon 1.00/3.35/8.20
  3 Falafel (ME) 6.15

 Mon 1 Madagascar: Escape 2...  (WW) 10.30am
 16 1 Doubt (AD) 2.30/6.15/8.45
 Feb 2 Revolutionary Road 3.15/8.35
  2 Happy-Go-Lucky (C) 6.00 + course
  3 Frost/Nixon 3.00/8.50
  3 Inherit the Wind  5.45 + discussion

 Tue 1 Doubt (AD) 2.30/6.15/8.45
 17 2 Revolutionary Road 3.15/6.00
 Feb 2 Gushing Prayer (WJ) 8.45
  3 Frost/Nixon 3.00/8.20
  3 Alice in the Cities (EC) 5.45 + intro

 Wed 1 Doubt (AD) 2.30/6.15/8.45
 18 2 Revolutionary Road 3.15/5.45/8.35
 Feb 3 Frost/Nixon 3.00/8.20
  3 Summer Book (ME) 6.00

 Thu 1 Doubt (AD) 2.30/6.15/8.45
 19 2 Revolutionary Road 3.15/8.35
 Feb 2 Cross of Iron (BS) 5.45
  3 Frost/Nixon 3.00/8.20
  3 Falling From Earth (ME) 6.30

 Fri 1 Doubt (AD) 1.30/3.45/6.15/8.45
 20 2 Revolutionary Road 1.00/8.15
 Feb 2 Boogie 3.45/6.00
  3 Notorious (HR) 1.15/8.30
  3 Rebecca (HR) 3.30
  3 My Life... - M. Cacoyannis (G) 6.15

 Sat 1 Doubt (AD) 1.30/3.45/6.15/8.45
 21 2 The Lost World 1.00
 Feb 2 Revolutionary Road 3.15/8.15
  2 Boogie 6.00
  3 Notorious (HR) 1.15/6.15
  3 Rebecca (HR) 3.30/8.30

 Sun 1 Doubt (AD) 1.30/6.15/8.45
 22 1 Doubt (AD) + (S) 3.45 (subtitled)
 Feb 2 Revolutionary Road 1.00/6.00
  2 Boogie 3.30
  2 Woods are Wet (WJ) 9.00 + intro
  3 Notorious (HR) 1.15/8.45
  3 Rebecca (HR) 3.30
  3 Electra (G) 6.15

 Mon 1 Doubt (AD) 2.30/6.15/8.45
 23 2 Revolutionary Road 3.15/8.30
 Feb 2 Burn After Reading (C) 6.00 + course
  3 Notorious (HR) (B) 10.30am (babies only)
  3 Notorious (HR) 3.30/8.45
  3 The Trojan Women (G) 6.15

FILMHOUSE PROGRAMME     6 February - 5 March 2009           BOX OFFICE 0131 228 2688    WWW.FILMHOUSECINEMA.COM          6 February - 5 March 2009     FILMHOUSE PROGRAMME                        
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KEY:  
(AD) – Audio Description (see page 2 for details) 
(B) – Carer & baby screening (see page 2 for 
details) 
(S) – Subtitled (see page 2 for details)
 
SEASONS:   
(BS) – Bloody Sam: The Films of Sam Peckinpah 
(page 24)

(C) – Contemporary World Cinema Course (pages 
20-21)

(EC) – Introduction to European Cinema (pages 
22-23)

(G) – Greek Film Festival (pages 12-13)

(HR) – Hitchcock Re-released (page 8)

(ME) – Middle Eastern Film Festival (pages 16-18)

(T) – Taiwanese Film Festival (page 19)

(WJ) – Wild Japan: Sex in Japanese Cinema From 
the 50s to the 70s (pages 10-11)

(WW) – Weans’ World (page 13) 

Full index of films on page 2

TICKET PRICES & INFORMATION
 
MATINEES (Shows starting prior to 5pm) 
£4.80 full price, £3.20 concessions   
Friday Bargain Matinees £3.50/£2.00 conc. 
 
EVENING SCREENINGS (Starting 5pm and later)  
£6.30 full price, £4.70 concessions 
 
Concessions available for: Students (with current 
matriculation card); School pupils (15 - 18 
years); Claimants (Income Support/Family Credit 
payment book); Senior Citizens; Disability or 
Invalidity status; Children (under 15). 

There are ticket deals available on film seasons, 
these are detailed on the same page as the films. 

All performances are bookable in advance. 
Tickets may be reserved for performances and 
must be collected no later than 30 minutes before 
performance starts. Tickets may be booked 
by credit card on the number below or online 
at www.filmhousecinema.com.  A £1 booking 
charge will be made for each transaction. 

Tickets cannot be exchanged nor money 
refunded except in the event of a cancellation of 
a performance. 

Programmes are subject to change, but only in 
extraordinary circumstances. 

All seats are unreserved.  If you require seats 
together please arrive in plenty of time. Cinemas 
will be open 15 minutes before the start of each 
screening. 

The management reserves the right of admission 
and will not admit latecomers. 

Double Bills are shown in the same order as 
indicated on these pages. Intervals in Double 
Bills last 10 minutes. 

BOX OFFICE:  0131 228 2688    
Open from 12 noon - 9.00pm daily

PROGRAMME INFO:  0131 228 2689

BOOK ONLINE: www.filmhousecinema.com    

 Tue 1 Doubt (AD) 2.30/6.15/8.45
 24 2 Revolutionary Road 3.15/8.30
 Feb 2 Spellbound (HR) 6.15
  3 Notorious (HR) 3.30/8.15
  3 I’m Going Home (EC) 6.00 + intro

 Wed 1 Doubt (AD) 2.30/6.15/8.45
 25 2 Revolutionary Road 3.15/6.00
 Feb 2 Spellbound (HR) 8.40
  3 Notorious (HR) 3.30/8.15
  3 Correction (G) 6.15

 
 Thu 1 Doubt (AD) 2.30/6.15/8.45
 26 2 Spellbound (HR) 3.15
 Feb 2 Revolutionary Road 6.15
  2 Watcher in the Attic (WJ) 8.55
  3 Notorious (HR) 3.30/8.45
  3 Iphigenia (G) 6.00

 Fri 1 Three Monkeys 1.00/3.20/6.00/8.30
 27 2 A Christmas Tale 2.00/5.45
 Feb 2 Black Rose Ascension (WJ) 9.00
  3 Paris 36 1.00/3.30/6.00/8.35

 Sat 1 Three Monkeys 1.00/3.20/8.30
 28 1 Paris 36 5.45
 Feb 2 A Christmas Tale 2.00/8.00
  2 Cape No. 7 (T) 5.15
  3 Mazu (T) 1.00
  3 Paris 36 3.00/8.35
  3 Cool (G) 6.15

 Sun 1 The Tale of Despereaux (WW) 1.00
 1 1 Three Monkeys  3.00/5.30
 Mar 1 Don Giovanni 8.00 (£15/£10)
  2 A Christmas Tale 2.00/8.00
  2 Orz Boyz (T) 5.15
  3 Winds of September (T) 1.00
  3 Paris 36 3.30/6.00
  3 Eduart (G) 8.35

 Mon 1 The Tale of Despereaux (WW) 10.30am
 2 1 Conversations With My Gardener 1.00/6.00
 Mar 1 Three Monkeys  3.30/8.30
  2 A Christmas Tale 2.00/8.15
  2 Waltz With Bashir (C) 6.00 + course
  3 Paris 36 3.15/6.15
  3 Woman of the Dunes (WJ) 8.45

DAY 
DATE

SCREEN NO. & 
FILM TITLE

SHOW 
TIMES

 Tue 1 Conversations With My Gardener 1.00/6.00
 3 1 Three Monkeys  3.30/8.30
 Mar 2 A Christmas Tale 2.00/8.15
  2 Russian Ark (EC) 6.00 + intro
  3 Paris 36 1.00/6.15
  3 Waltz With Bashir  3.45/8.45

 Wed 1 Conversations With My Gardener 1.00/6.00
 4 1 Three Monkeys  3.30/8.30
 Mar 2 A Christmas Tale 2.00/8.15
  2 Waltz With Bashir  6.15
  3 Paris 36 1.00/6.00/8.35
  3 Waltz With Bashir  3.45

 Thu 1 Conversations With My Gardener 1.00/6.00
 5 1 Three Monkeys  3.30/8.30
 Mar 2 A Christmas Tale 2.00/5.45
  2 In the Realm of the Senses (WJ) 8.50
  3 Paris 36 1.00/6.00
  3 Waltz With Bashir  3.45/8.35

FILMHOUSE PROGRAMME     6 February - 5 March 2009           BOX OFFICE 0131 228 2688    WWW.FILMHOUSECINEMA.COM          6 February - 5 March 2009     FILMHOUSE PROGRAMME                        
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TEHRAN HAS NO MORE POMEGRANATES!TWO WOMEN THREE WOMEN

Middle Eastern Film Festival

Middle Eastern Film Festival
Continuing the Middle Eastern Film Festival, which this year has focused on mapping the 
changing and evolving character of Iranian cinema, reintroducing some of the most significant 
works of the last two decades whilst also highlighting the works of lesser known, but influential, 
female directors such as Rakhshan Bani Etemad (Nargess), Tahmineh Milani (Two Women) and 
Manijeh Hekmat (Three Women). Also included is an example of the highly under-represented 
war genre, The Scent of Joseph’s Shirt by Ebrahim Hatamikia, who for the first time focused his 
camera on the aftermath and the influence of war on the home front. Rounding off this section 
are some fine examples from Iran’s new generation of filmmakers, including recent award-
winning films Lonely Tune of Tehran (Saman Salur) and Have You Another Apple? (Bayram Fazli).

The festival also provides a platform for three remarkable feature length directorial debuts, 
Seyfi Teoman’s beautiful and lyrical Turkish drama Summer Book, Lebanese filmmaker Michel 
Kammoun’s gritty but playful comedy Falafel, and Chadi Zeneddine’s surreal journey through  
war-torn Beirut, Falling from Earth.

This project is organised by Neill Walker (on behalf of MESP 2009), the Edinburgh Iranian Festival  
2009 and James McKenzie (on behalf of Filmhouse), and is managed by Neill Walker (on behalf of  
the EICSP). The film programmers are James McKenzie, Maryam Ghorbankarimi and Stephanie Tait.

2009 Middle East Festival Website: www.mesp.org.uk

Edinburgh Iranian Festival 2009: www.ediranfest.co.uk 

Nargess
Fri 6 Feb at 6.15pm
Rakhshan Bani Etemad • Iran 1992 • 1h40m • 35mm   
Persian with English subtitles • PG
Cast: Farimah Farjami, Abolfazl Poorarab, Atefeh Razavi.

A man and woman race frantically through the streets, 
pursued by a police car. The man runs into a busy 
emergency room to hide and offers his assistance to an 
old man and his beautiful daughter, Nargess, helping them 
into a cab and avoiding capture. But he finds has fallen 
in love at first sight with Nargess, and vows to go straight 
in order to be a suitable husband. A haunting, indelible 
and understatedly provocative examination of crime and 
poverty in Iranian society.

The Scent of Joseph’s Shirt
Booy-E Pirahan-E Yusef
Sat 7 Feb at 1.00pm
Ebrahim Hatamikia • Iran 1995 • 1h40m • 35mm   
Persian with English subtitles • PG
Cast: Niki Karimi, Ali Nassitian.

A man sees off a young woman at the airport. She is the 
former girlfriend of his son, who has been missing since 
the Iran-Iraq war, and the two of them, having come to the 
difficult conclusion that he is probably dead, have agreed 
that she should marry another man. On his way back 
home, the father gives a lift to another young woman, who 
has returned to Iran from Paris searching for her brother, 
who was also a POW in the war. A tender and subtle film 
dealing with the complexity of mourning those who are 
missing in action but not positively known to be dead.

TICKETDEALS

See any three (or more) films in this season and get 15% off 
See any six (or more) films in this season and get 25% off 
See any nine (or more) films in this season and get 35% off

These packages are available online, in person and on the 
phone, on both full price and concession price tickets.  
Tickets must all be bought at the same time. 
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HAVE YOU ANOTHER APPLE? IT’S WINTERFIREWORKS WEDNESDAY

SEASON CONTINUES OVERLEAF

Two Women  Do zan
Sat 7 Feb at 6.30pm
Tahmineh Milani • Iran 1999 • 1h36m • 35mm   
Persian with English subtitles • PG
Cast: Niki Karimi, Atila Pesiani, Mohammad Reza Forutan, Marila 
Zare’i, Reza Khandan.

Fereshteh is a brilliant student at university in Tehran, but 
her father unfairly blames her for an incident involving 
a stalker. He forces her to return to her hometown and 
pressures her to marry a man who embraces the old 
codes of behaviour – she must stay at home and has to 
hide her books from him – while old college friend Roya 
leads a relatively free life in Tehran. Gradually Fereshteh’s 
husband, her father, and even her stalker start to resemble 
each other – unfeeling monsters who refuse to treat her as 
a human being.

Tehran Has No More Pomegranates!
Sun 8 Feb at 1.00pm
Massoud Bakhshi • Iran 2008 • 1h8m • 35mm   
Persian with English subtitles • PG • Documentary

In this beautiful and sometimes mischievous homage 
to the weird and wonderful city of Tehran, the curious 
contradictions of Iranian history are playfully exposed. 
Director Massoud Bakhshi constructs a century-spanning 
postmodern portrait of a metropolis turning megalopolis, 
increasingly an unsustainable urban mess of pollution, 
inadequate infrastructure and overcrowding. Using 
an energetic mix of archival footage, unconventional 
photography and sometimes asynchronous music and 
sound, Bakhshi considers the aesthetic and cultural values 
that have shaped old and new Tehran.

PLUS SHORT

Red Burqa
Roxana Pope, Scotland/Iran 2008, 6 min, BETA SP

This short art documentary focuses on the red burqa, a 
visually striking piece of clothing worn by women in Iran 
which pre-dates Islam and is seen as an object of fashion. 
Roxana Pope takes the viewer behind the mask to reveal 
the lives of the women who still wear them. Her film is 
also a stunning visual journey across the landscapes of 
Southern Iran. 

This screening will be followed by a discussion of the 
issues raised, in the Guild Rooms next to Cinema Three.

Have You Another Apple?
Baz ham sib dari?
Mon 9 Feb at 6.30pm
Bayram Fazli • Iran 2006 • 1h28m • 35mm   
Persian with English subtitles • 15
Cast: Zabi Afshar, Leila Moosavi, Ahmad Reza Akbari.

A surrealistic and anti-clerical comic allegory Have You 
Another Apple? opens during a dystopian reign in some 
unspecified middle eastern land. The despot ruler exerts 
complete subjugation over his populace with the help of 
black-clad, scythe-bearing warriors who sweep across the 
country on horseback and motorbikes, establishing a reign of 
terror. An unlikely hero rises from the populace, pairs up with 
an intelligent woman who can barely stand him, and the two 
work together to deliver the country from its oppressors. 

Three Women  3 zan
Sun 8 Feb at 6.30pm
Manijeh Hekmat • Iran 2008 • 1h34m • Beta SP   
Persian with English subtitles • PG
Cast: Niki Karimi, Pegah Ahangarani, Babak Hamidian, Reza 
Kianian, Maryam Boubani.

A beautifully paced, visually rich and emotionally insightful 
story about a family of three women. On a day that should 
be ordinary, Minoo, a museum rug conservator, sets out 
with her ageing, senile mother to visit the doctor. Already 
distracted and fretting over her daughter Pegah, who’s 
simply dropped out of college and stopped taking calls, 
Minoo’s day completely deteriorates when she becomes 
embroiled in a professional battle over an antique rug. In 
the chaos, she loses both her mother and the rug...

Fireworks Wednesday  
Chaharshanbe-soori
Thu 12 Feb at 6.30pm
Asghar Farhadi • Iran 2006 • 1h42m • 35mm   
Persian with English subtitles • PG
Cast: Hedye Tehrani, Taraneh Alidoosti, Hamid Farokhnezhad.

A young woman, Roohi, goes to work as a cleaning lady 
for an upper middle-class couple and finds herself in the 
middle of domestic uproar. The wife suspects that her 
husband is having an affair, and has sunk into depression 
and paranoia. Roohi, glowing with happiness at her own 
upcoming nuptials, full of hope and love, finds herself – on 
this one long day – an unwitting witness to what marriage 
so often turns out to be. A charming and engaging drama 
with wonderful performances from its ensemble cast.



18 Middle Eastern Film Festival (continued)

FALLING FROM EARTHSUMMER BOOKFALAFEL

Taiwanese Film Festival

Lonely Tune of Tehran
Taraneh tanhaïye Tehran
Fri 13 Feb at 6.30pm
Saman Salur • Iran 2008 • 1h15m • 35mm   
Persian with English subtitles • PG
Cast: Behrouz Jalili, Hamid Habibifar, Mojtaba Bitarafan, 
Mohammad Fassihi, Maryam Sabaghian.

Quiet loner, Behrouz, a former radio operator who served 
in the Iran-Iraq war, meets up with his long lost cousin, 
Hamid, a flamboyant, unemployed telecommunications 
engineer. They decide to make some money installing 
satellite dishes in private homes – an illegal, but lucrative 
activity. A hopeful film about two lost souls whose songs of 
solitude ring out in the vastness of the city.

It’s Winter  Zemestan
Sat 14 Feb at 6.15pm
Rafi Pitts • Iran 2006 • 1h26m • 35mm   
Persian with English subtitles   
12A – Contains one use of strong language
Cast: Mitra Hajjar, Ali Nicksaulat, Said Orkani, Hashem Abdi.

After a man recently made jobless takes a train to seek 
work abroad, his attractive young wife, daughter and 
mother are left to fend for themselves in their small home 
on the edge of town. Months pass with no news of the 
husband; understandably, doubts arise as to whether 
he’s even still alive, and life gets harder. Meanwhile, a 
handsome but feckless mechanic who’s new to town 
notices the woman now rumoured to be a widow, 
and starts hanging around in the hope of catching her 
attention… A visually beautiful, enigmatic and poetic work.

The Runner  Davandeh
Sun 15 Feb at 1.00pm
Amir Naderi • Iran 1984 • 1h34m • 35mm   
Persian with English subtitles • PG
Cast: Majid Niroumand, Abbas Nazeri, Musa Torkizadeh.

An astonishing piece of filmmaking, combining a harsh 
account of modern poverty with passages of extravagant 
but unsentimental lyricism. Amiro is an illiterate ten-year-old 
orphan living in a rusting tanker hulk beached in a Persian 
Gulf shantytown. Life is a struggle, and garbage-picking and 
peddling water just about pay for a watermelon diet. Bigger 
boys try to steal his empty bottles, a man snatches the block 
of ice he needs to cool the water he sells. Amiro learns 
to fight back. He’s a runner, and he wants to run with the 
best of them. Young Majid Niroumand gives an exquisite 
performance, and the soundtrack is a joy.

Falafel
Sun 15 Feb at 6.15pm
Michel Kammoun • France/Lebanon 2006 • 1h23m • 35mm  
Arabic and French with English subtitles • 12A
Cast: Elie Mitri, Issam Bou Khaled, Michel Hourani, Gabrielle Bou 
Rached.

When Lebanese director Michel Kammoun planned his 
first feature film, he wanted to veer away from the typical 
image of his strife-torn homeland we are used to seeing 
in the news. Instead, he wanted to create a film set in 
modern Beirut that depicted a young Arab man’s attitude 
to life. And so he created Falafel, a clever, touching and 
often funny account of a student’s night out in Beirut, from 
looking after his dopey friend and chatting up a beautiful 
girl to exacting revenge on a man after an incident in a car 
park.

Summer Book  Tatil kitabi
Wed 18 Feb at 6.00pm
Seyfi Teoman • Turkey 2008 • 1h32m • 35mm   
Turkish with English subtitles • PG
Cast: Taner Birsel, Tayfun Gunay, Harun Ozuag, Ayten Tokun, 
Osman Inan.

Director Seyfi Teoman captures both the ephemeral joy 
of being a child during the summer holidays and also 
an overwhelming feeling of grief in this, his extremely 
assured debut. A classmate steals a book 10-year-old Ali is 
supposed to read during his summer break. His attempts to 
find another copy, framed by his parents’ quarrels, his elder 
brother’s rebelliousness and his father’s sudden illness, 
are reminiscent of Abbas Kiarostami’s early works such as 
Where is My Friend’s House?.

Falling From Earth
Thu 19 Feb at 6.30pm
Chadi Zeneddine • Lebanon/ France 2007 • 1h10m • 35mm   
12A
Cast: Rafik Ali Ahmad, Carmen Lebbos, Ammar Shalak, Yamen 
Sukkarieh, Naya Salemeh.

An intriguing tone poem about the strangeness of life in 
wartime Beirut, composed of four chapters set in 2008, 
1990, 1982 and 1975, and employing a mix of techniques 
and visual textures including faux home movies and 
surveillance footage. An elderly man who lives in a 
bombed-out building collects pictures of happy people 
from the rubbish surrounding him, and imagines the lives 
behind the photographs.
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MAZU CAPE NO. 7 ORZ BOYZ

TICKETDEALS

See any three (or more) films in this season and get 15% off

This offer is available online, in person and on the phone, 
on both full price and concession price tickets.  
Tickets must all be bought at the same time. 

Cape No. 7
Hai jiao qi hao
Sat 28 Feb at 5.15pm & Sat 7 Mar at 6.00pm
Wei Te-sheng • Taiwan 2008 • 2h9m • 35mm • Mandarin, 
Taiwanese, Japanese and English with English subtitles • PG
Cast: Van Fan, Chie Tanaka, Ma Ju-lung, Johnny CJ Lin, Joanne, 
Kousuke Atari, Ying Wei-min.

Downcast after failing to crack the Taipei music scene, 
aspiring rocker Aga (pop singer Van Fan) returns to the 
coastal town of Hangchun and takes a job as a postman. 
When an outdoor concert headlining (real-life) Japanese 
pop star Kousuke Atari is announced, Aga is asked to 
assemble a local band to play support, but the motley crew 
who turn up to audition don’t seem too promising... A 
charming, beautifully shot and hugely enjoyable comedy 
that has become the most successful home-grown film ever 
at the Taiwanese box office.

Mazu
Sat 28 Feb at 1.00pm & Sat 7 Mar at 4.00pm
Lin Shr-ren • Taiwan 2007 • 1h27m • 35mm   
Mandarin with English subtitles • PG
With the voices of Fu Chi-hui, Sun Tsui-feng, Chiang Tu-hui,  
Hsu Chien-chun, Lee Ying-shu.

Mazu is the Taoist goddess of the sea, and is revered in 
East Asia as the patron saint who protects fishermen, sailors 
and all those associated with the ocean. This enchanting 
animated film tells the story of how she conquers the devil 
and saves lives.

Winds of September
Jiu jiang feng
Sun 1 Mar at 1.00pm & Sun 8 Mar at 4.00pm
Tom Lin • Taiwan 2008 • 1h47m • 35mm   
Mandarin with English subtitles • 12A
Cast: Rhydian Vaughan, Chieh Chang, Jennifer Chu, Sheng  
Wei-nian, Wang Bo-chieh.

With Taiwan’s 1996 baseball scandal (in which some 
of the island’s most popular professional players were 
caught match-fixing) looming in the background, Winds 
of September is a tender and effective coming-of-age 
drama. Teenager Yen hooks up with a gangster’s girlfriend, 
eventually leading to a revenge attack on his close friend 
Tang. Meanwhile, the long arm of the law looms when 
another friend shows up one day on a flashy motorcycle, 
obtained from a dubious source.

Orz Boyz
Jiong nan hai
Sun 1 Mar at 5.15pm & Sun 8 Mar at 6.20pm
Yang Ya-che • Taiwan 2008 • 1h50m • 35mm   
Mandarin with English subtitles • PG
Cast: Lee Kuan-yi, Pang Chin-yu, Mei Fang

Punished by teachers for their unruliness and talent for tall 
tales, two friends are nicknamed Liar No. 1 and Liar No. 2 
and banished to the library to repair books. But the stories 
they discover there only fuel their imaginations, and they 
come to believe that a nearby marine park is a “portal to 
hyper-space” – a magical shortcut to adulthood, and a 
way to escape from their unhappy family lives. A dark yet 
delightful film which employs a mixture of live action and 
animation to create its kids-eye view of the world.

Taiwanese Film 
Festival
A hand-picked showcase of the best of recent 
Taiwanese cinema. Each work offers a charming 
glimpse and an intimate portrayal of life in 
Taiwan: from subtle and moving animation 
for all ages, to children who want to rush into 
adulthood, to high school life and the loyalty of 
the young. 

With thanks to the Taipei Representative Office 
in Edinburgh.

WINDS OF SEPTEMBER
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TICKETDEAL

See any three (or more) films in this season and get 15% off 

This offer is available online, in person and on the phone, 
on both full price and concession price tickets.  
Tickets must all be bought at the same time. 

Contemporary 
World Cinema 
Course 
This Contemporary World Cinema Course 
introduces participants to the diversity of 
world cinema through study of a range of 
major releases from around the world over the 
past 12 months. Screenings are supported by 
original programme notes and reading packs 
provided by the course tutor, Dr Jonny Murray 
of Edinburgh College of Art. Illustrated seminar 
sessions see our chosen films discussed, 
analysed, and placed within their wider 
cinematic and cultural contexts through use 
of a wide range of excerpts from other related 
movies.

The course ticket will cost £30/£20 
concession, and with it you will be 
entitled to a special ticket price of £3 for 
each of the five films. To reserve a place 
on this course please book by telephone 
or in person at Filmhouse Box Office.

 
These screenings are also open to those not 
participating in the course, normal ticket prices apply.

Gomorra
Mon 9 Feb at 6.00pm 
Matteo Garrone • Italy 2008 • 2h17m • Digital projection   
Italian, Cantonese and French with English subtitles   
15 – Contains strong violence, language, sexualised nudity and 
hard drug use
Cast: Salvatore Abruzzese, Simone Sacchettino, Salvatore Ruocco, 
Vincenzo Fabricino, Vincenzo Altamura.

An ambitious and powerful drama based on a bestseller 
about the crime syndicate that dominates Naples’ 
economy. Two brash teenagers decide to wage war against 
the local Camorra boss, a boozy, video-game-addicted 
clod. A businessman arranges the illegal dumping of 
corporate toxic waste on mob-owned land. A likeable kid 
who delivers groceries and an ageing mob soldier become 
pawns in a widening gang war. At times the viewer must 
struggle to keep up with him, but director Garrone finds 
dark, symbolic and poetic images in the decrepit sprawl 
of Naples.

Happy-Go-Lucky
Mon 16 Feb at 6.00pm
Mike Leigh • Britain 2008 • 1h58m • 35mm   
15 – Contains strong language
Cast: Sally Hawkins, Alexis Zegerman, Andrea Riseborough, 
Samuel Roukin, Sinead Matthews, Eddie Marsan.

Poppy is a 30-year-old Londoner with a bright outlook 
on life. She loves her job as a teacher, she loves her 
friends, she loves her freedom. We follow her over a few 
weeks one spring as she learns to drive and embarks on 
a new romance. Sally Hawkins is wonderful as Poppy, 
an immensely memorable and exquisitely well-crafted 
persona who we follow intimately from the first to the last 
shot of Mike Leigh’s joyful and life-affirming film. 

Burn After Reading
Mon 23 Feb at 6.00pm 
Joel Coen & Ethan Coen • USA 2008 • 1h36m • 35mm   
15 – Contains strong language, sex references and brief bloody 
violence
Cast: George Clooney, Frances McDormand, Brad Pitt, John 
Malkovich, Tilda Swinton.

A star-studded, slickly plotted and hugely enjoyable 
screwball spy comedy set in Washington DC, at the heart 
of America’s political establishment. Osbourne Cox is a 
superannuated CIA analyst who is given the push and 
rancorously starts writing his memoirs. A computer disc 
containing his background material falls out of a bag in 
a gym locker-room, where it ends up in the gormless 
clutches of gym employees Chad Feldheimer and Linda 
Litzke; their instant reaction is to try a little blackmail...

BURN AFTER READINGGOMORRA HAPPY-GO-LUCKY

Contemporary World Cinema Course
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SPECIALEVENT

Contemporary World Cinema/The Lost World/Opera from Salzburg

OTELLOWALTZ WITH BASHIR DON GIOVANNIHUNGER

Hunger
Mon 9 Mar at 6.00pm
Steve McQueen • UK 2008 • 1h36m • 35mm   
15 – Contains strong violence, language and medical gore
Cast: Michael Fassbender, Stuart Graham, Liam Cunningham,  
Brian Milligan, Liam McMahon.

The last months in the life of Irish Republican Bobby Sands, 
who starved himself to death in 1981 as a protest against 
the British government’s refusal to recognise convicted 
IRA members as political prisoners, is recounted in Turner 
Prize-winning artist Steve McQueen’s unflinchingly brutal 
yet extraordinarily compelling debut feature. With a 
brief introduction to situate the viewer in place and time, 
McQueen plunges us into the prisoners’ and guards’ life in 
Long Kesh, a bewildering sight-and-sound sculpture where 
few words are spoken and the atmosphere of unbelievable, 
almost surreal tension periodically explodes into violence. 

Waltz With Bashir
Mon 2 Mar at 6.00, then Tue 3 to Thu 5 Mar
Ari Folman • Israel/Germany/France 2008 • 1h30m • 35mm  
Hebrew and German with English subtitles   
18 – Contains strong violence and brief explicit images
With the voices of Ron Ben-Yishai, Ronny Dayag, Ari Folman.

One night in a bar, an old friend tells Ari Folman about a 
recurring nightmare in which he is chased by 26 vicious 
dogs. The two conclude that this is somehow linked to their 
Israeli Army mission 20 years earlier in the first Lebanon 
war. Ari realises that he can’t remember anything about that 
chapter in his life, and sets out to interview those he knew at 
the time to learn about the events and his role in them. This 
extraordinary and at times harrowing animated documentary 
is the result of his investigation into his own past.

Contemporary World Cinema Course

Don Giovanni  Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
Sun 1 Mar at 8.00pm
3h • Digital projection • Italian with English subtitles • cert tbc

This striking production of Mozart’s most famous opera, 
directed by Claus Guth, was filmed on the opening night 
of the 2008 Salzburg Festival. It features British baritone 
Christopher Maltman (winner of the Lieder Prize at the 
1997 Cardiff Singer of the World Competition) in the title 
role, with Annette Dasch taking the role of Donna Anna. 
Bertrand de Billy conducts the Vienna Philharmonic. 

Otello  Giuseppe Verdi
Sun 15 Feb at 8.15pm
2h10m • Digital projection • Italian with English subtitles • cert tbc

This new production of Verdi’s last tragic opera, 
directed by Stephen Langridge and conducted by 
Riccardo Muti, was filmed at the 2008 Salzburg Festival. 
Alongside the Spanish baritone Carlos Alvarez as Jago, 
two rising international singers can be heard as Otello 
and Desdemona: the Latvian spinto tenor Aleksandrs 
Antonenko and the Russian soprano Marina Poplavskaya.

Opera from 
Salzburg
Two performances from the 2008 Salzburg 
Festival, filmed live and digitally projected 
onto the big screen. Tickets £15/£10.

The Lost World
Sat 21 Feb at 1.00pm
Harry O Hoyt • USA 1925 • 1h33m • DVD   
Silent with music track • U
Cast: Bessie Love, Lloyd Hughes, Lewis Stone, Wallace Beery.

Harry O Hoyt’s wonderful silent version of the Arthur 
Conan Doyle book of the same name, and an inspiration 
for many later films, including King Kong and Jurassic 
Park. Professor Challenger (Wallace Beery) puts together 
a research team to authenticate his claims to have seen 
prehistoric monsters in the Brazilian jungle. The sceptical 
group is soon screaming for their lives upon arrival in a 
forgotten land, where dinosaurs roam and ape-men rule. 
A movie years ahead of its time, featuring groundbreaking 
stop-motion dinosaur animation by Willis O’Brien, which 
was later perfected for King Kong. Conan Doyle himself 
makes a cameo appearance. 

In 2004 Edinburgh became the world’s first UNESCO City 
of Literature, pioneer in a new international network of 
cities under UNESCO’s Creative Cities programme. The 
City of Literature Trust is a charity that works with partners 
to promote literary activity in Edinburgh, champion 
Scotland’s literature and develop literary partnerships 
around the world. 

Find out more about Edinburgh’s world  
of words – www.cityofliterature.com 

In association with Edinburgh UNESCO City 
of Literature, an adaptation of Arthur Conan 
Doyle’s classic novel, The Lost World.
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FESTEN I’M GOING HOME RUSSIAN ARK

Intro to Euro Cinema/German Film & Language/Science & Film

Introduction to 
European Cinema
An invaluable opportunity to discover or to learn 
more about great classics as well as less known 
films that are representative of key periods and 
movements in European cinema. Organised in 
parallel with the Edinburgh University programmes 
in Film Studies, the screenings are part of 
undergraduate and graduate students’ syllabuses, 
but are equally open to regular members of the 
Filmhouse public. Films are preceded by short 
presentations  by Pasquale Iannone from the Film 
Studies Programme at the University of Edinburgh, 
and followed by question and answer sessions, 
allowing those spectators who wish to do so to 
take part in informal discussions and ask specific 
questions about the film they have just seen.

TICKETDEALS

See any three (or more) films in this season and get 15% off 
See any six (or more) films in this season and get 25% off 
See all nine films in this season and get 35% off

These packages are available online, in person and on the 
phone, on both full price and concession price tickets.  
Tickets must all be bought at the same time. 

Festen
Tue 10 Feb at 6.30pm
Thomas Vinterberg • Denmark 1998 • 1h45m • 35mm   
Danish with English subtitles   
15 – Contains strong language and theme of sexual abuse
Cast: Ulrich Thomsen, Henning Moritzen, Thomas Bo Larsen, 
Paprika Steen, Birthe Neumann.

Family and friends gather to celebrate the 60th birthday 
of a wealthy patriarch. After the eldest son, invited to 
offer a few words in tribute to his recently deceased sister, 
starts making increasingly serious ‘jokes’ about his father’s 
horrendously abusive treatment of the family, tensions 
mount until all hell breaks loose. A powerful and troubling 
film, disturbing yet darkly comic. 

Alice in the Cities  Alice in den Städten
Tue 17 Feb at 5.45pm
Wim Wenders • West Germany 1974 • 1h51m • 35mm   
German, English and Dutch with English subtitles • U
Cast: Rüdiger Vogler, Yella Rottländer, Elisabeth Kreuzer, Edda 
Köchl.

As a German photojournalist attempts to develop a project 
on America, he finds his pictures differing from his ideas 
of what the country is about. Frustrated, he decides to 
return home, but is lumbered with an independent-minded 
nine-year-old girl whose mother has let her down. The 
pair travel across Europe in search of the missing parent, 
and an unlikely friendship is formed. Wenders approaches 
his subject with telling obliqueness, taking it – and us 
– continually by surprise, allowing his themes to surface 
gracefully from the tale, documenting and questioning the 
seductive overlay of American culture.

I’m Going Home  Je rentre à la maison
Tue 24 Feb at 6.00pm
Manoel de Oliveira • France/Portugal 2001 • 1h30m • 35mm  
French and English with English subtitles • PG
Cast: Michel Piccoli, Catherine Deneuve, John Malkovich,  
Antoine Chappey, Leonor Baldaque.

A small but perfectly formed, perfectly poised and 
perfectly acted movie. Michel Piccoli gives a performance 
of dignified vulnerability as Gilbert, a distinguished actor, 
who is brought word in his dressing room one night that 
his wife, their daughter and their son-in-law have been 
killed in a car accident, and he must bring up his young 
grandson on his own. Veteran filmmaker Manoel de 
Oliveira takes this simple premise and constructs a study in 
grief that is flooded with happiness.

Russian Ark  Russkiy kovcheg
Tue 3 Mar at 6.00pm
Aleksandr Sokurov • Russia/Germany 2002 • 1h39m • 35mm  
Russian with English subtitles • U
Cast: Sergei Dontsov, Mariya Kuznetsova, Leonid Mozgovoy.

Digitally shot in a single continuous take, this extraordinary 
film wanders around St Petersburg’s Hermitage, taking in 
the building, its furnishings and objets d’art, and a host 
of characters, historical and contemporary, both named 
(Peter the Great, Catherine the Great, Nicholas, Alexandra, 
Anastasia) and anonymous, while pondering the Russian 
soul and its ambivalent relationship with Europe. Our 
guides are the Marquis de Custine, author of a famous 
19th century account of Russia, and the filmmaker himself, 
sceptical and invisible. Is it documentary or fiction? 
Neither, really – more a kind of dreamlike interrogation of 
the ghosts that haunt this ‘ark’ of Russian history.

ALICE IN THE CITIES
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ZIDANE: A 21ST CENTURY PORTRAIT THE COUNTERFEITERS INHERIT THE WIND

Intro to Euro Cinema/German Film & Language/Science & Film

Zidane: A 21st Century Portrait
Tue 10 Mar at 6.00pm
Douglas Gordon & Philippe Parreno • France 2006 • 1h35m  
35mm • French with English subtitles   
PG – Contains infrequent mild language

Turner Prize-winning artist and filmmaker Douglas Gordon 
teams up with French artist Philippe Parreno to create 
a work glorious in its simplicity: training 17 cameras, all 
under the supervision of acclaimed cinematographer 
Darius Khondji, solely on footballer Zinedine Zidane, over 
the course of a single match between Real Madrid and 
Villareal. Magnificently edited, this is not only the greatest 
football movie ever made, but also one of the finest studies 
of man in the workplace – an ode to the loneliness of the 
athlete, the poise and resilience of the human body.

The Counterfeiters  Die Fälscher
Tue 17 Mar at 6.00pm
Stefan Ruzowitzky • Austria/Germany 2007 • 1h39m • 35mm  
German with English subtitles   
15 – Contains strong language and infrequent strong violence
Cast: Karl Markovics, August Diehl, Devid Striesow, Martin Brambach.

In 1936, the Nazis established the largest counterfeiting 
operation in history. Enlisted to assist were any 
concentration camp inmates with skills in the right 
department – among them master forger, gambler and 
playboy Salomon Sorowitsch, a charismatic rogue who 
is at first energised by his new task (and by the superior 
quarters and treatment that his status affords him). But 
as the war grinds on, the moral frailty of Sally’s position 
becomes more and more apparent, and he must choose 
which side he’s on. Absolutely gripping, and crackling with 
class and intelligence.

THE EDUKATORS

German Film  
and Language
The third of three screenings tying in with the German 
Film and Language course being run by the University 
of Edinburgh’s Open Studies department. This is an 
opportunity for students of German to further their 
knowledge of German language and culture through the 
medium of cinema.The course will alternate between 
screenings (open to all) and language sessions at 21 Hill 
Place. Dr Marion Schmid from the University of Edinburgh 
will introduce the films. The post-screening discussions 
will be in German. For course details and enrolment go 
to: http://www.ed.ac.uk/studying/short-courses or book 
in person at : Open Studies reception, The University of 
Edinburgh , 11 Buccleuch Place, Edinburgh. Phone 0131 
650 4400; email OLL@ed.ac.uk

The Edukators Die Fetten Jahre sind vorbei
Wed 11 Feb at 5.45pm
Hans Weingartner • Germany/Austria 2004 • 2h10m • 35mm  
German with English subtitles • 15
Cast: Daniel Brühl, Julia Jentsch, Stipe Erceg, Burghart Klaußner.

Under the cover of darkness, Jan and Peter, the self-styled 
Edukators, break into the homes of the wealthy. Rather 
than stealing anything, however, they simply rearrange 
furniture and deposit a note warning of the evils of 
materialism. It is harmless enough until Peter goes away for 
a weekend and Jan is coerced into taking his collaborator’s 
girlfriend Jule on a mission with a more personal motive...

Science and Film
A new monthly screening in association with the 
BA, a registered charity which exists to advance 
the public understanding, accessibility and 
accountability of the sciences and engineering. 
This ‘Science and Film’ series is designed to 
increase understanding of the science behind the 
ideas portrayed within the films  
shown. For further details on  
the BA, see www.the-ba.net

Inherit the Wind
Mon 16 Feb at 5.45pm
Stanley Kramer • USA 1960 • 2h8m • 35mm • U
Cast: Spencer Tracy, Fredric March, Gene Kelly, Dick York.

In 1925 Tennessee passed a law prohibiting the teaching 
of evolution in state schools. That same year a teacher was 
taken to court for teaching Darwin’s theory of evolution 
in preference to the Biblical account. In 1960 this film was 
released, telling the thinly-disguised story of the so-called 
Scopes Monkey Trial, featuring Spencer Tracy, Frederic 
March and Gene Kelly. 

And now, in the 21st century, the same arguments are 
being played out; several American States have legislated 
against the teaching of evolution and some British schools 
no longer cover it. This film and the story it portrays have 
never been more relevant, particularly in 2009, Darwin Year.

Following this screening there will be a discussion, lead by 
Scientist Gordon Rutter, on the issues raised in the film.
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PAT GARRETT & BILLY THE KID JUNIOR BONNER CROSS OF IRONTHE KILLER ELITE

Pat Garrett & Billy the Kid
Sun 1 Feb at 3.20pm & Fri 6 Feb at 6.00pm
Sam Peckinpah • USA 1973 • 2h2m • 35mm • 18
Cast: James Coburn, Kris Kristofferson, Bob Dylan, Katy Jurado, 
Jason Robards.

Feeling that the time has come for him to settle down, 
ageing desperado Pat Garrett switches sides of the law 
and puts on a badge; he is assigned to hunt down his old 
friend Billy the Kid. Restored and reassembled, this is the 
full and harmonious movie that Peckinpah wanted to be 
remembered by before the butchers at MGM got their 
hands on it. The film is more playful, more balanced, and 
very much an elegy for the old ways of the West, rather 
than a meandering bloodthirsty battle. Like Ford’s The Man 
Who Shot Liberty Valance, it both records and condemns 
the passage of time and the advent of progress, and has a 
magnificently sombre, mournful quality.

TICKETDEALS

See any three (or more) films in this season and get 15% off

These packages are available online, in person and on the 
phone, on both full price and concession price tickets.  
Tickets must all be bought at the same time. 

The Killer Elite
Sat 7 Feb at 3.15pm & Thu 12 Feb at 6.00pm
Sam Peckinpah • USA 1975 • 2h3m • 35mm • 18
Cast: James Caan, Robert Duvall, Arthur Hill, Bo Hopkins, Mako.

After a brilliantly cryptic opening, The Killer Elite settles 
into Peckinpah’s most apparently straightforward action 
film since The Getaway. Built around the internal politics 
of a San Francisco company which sidelines in dirty 
work that even the CIA won’t touch, it concentrates on 
the painful recovery of a wounded agent (Caan) and his 
search for revenge. During Caan’s lengthy recuperation, 
Peckinpah contemplates the old themes of betrayal, trust 
and humiliation. And through the action of the second half, 
Caan (like other Peckinpah heroes) comes to some sort of 
understanding.

Bloody Sam: 
The Films of Sam 
Peckinpah
The final four films in our retrospective of the work of 
Sam Peckinpah.

Sam Peckinpah (1925-1984), a descendant of 
pioneer Western settlers, became one of the major 
filmmakers of the 1970s with his innovative and 
explicit depiction of action and violence (which 
earned him the nickname, ‘Bloody Sam’), as well 
as his revisionist approach to the Western genre. 
Peckinpah’s films generally deal with the conflict 
between values and ideals, and the corruption of 
violence in human society. His characters are often 
loners or losers who desire to be honorable but are 
forced to compromise in order to survive in a world 
of nihilism and brutality.

Junior Bonner
Sun 8 Feb at 6.00pm
Sam Peckinpah • USA 1972 • 1h40m • 35mm • PG
Cast: Steve McQueen, Robert Preston, Ida Lupino, Ben Johnson, 
Joe Don Baker.

In between the bloody excesses of Straw Dogs and The 
Getaway, Peckinpah directed this elegiac reworking of 
Nicholas Ray’s The Lusty Men, an alternately wistful and 
raucous family Western about the shrinking frontiers of 
the rodeo circuit. Steve McQueen stars as an ageing rodeo 
cowboy who returns to his small hometown of Prescott, 
Arizona, and learns that nothing stays the same. Saddened 
to discover that his parents (Lupino and Preston) have 
split and that his brother (Baker) is getting rich selling off 
parcels of his father’s land, Junior tries to regain his self-
esteem by staying on a previously unrideable bull at the 
town’s annual Fourth of July rodeo.

Cross of Iron
Sun 15 Feb at 3.15pm & Thu 19 Feb at 5.45pm
Sam Peckinpah • UK/West Germany 1977 • 2h13m • 35mm • 18
Cast: James Coburn, Maximilian Schell, James Mason, David 
Warner, Klaus Löwitsch.

1943. Hardened veteran Corporal Steiner (Coburn) clashes 
with cowardly Captain Stransky (Schell) on the Russian 
Front. Peckinpah’s only out-and-out war film is a bleak but 
compassionate portrait of soldiers trapped in a no-man’s-
land from which there’s little hope of escape. Orson Welles 
said it was the best anti-war film about the ordinary enlisted 
man he had seen.
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Short-Sighted 
Oscars
The Academy Awards have proved to be the 
best ‘free’ publicity any product ever received. 
Awards and nominations are vital to the financing 
and marketing of Hollywood movies. Lifetime 
Achievement awards attempt (but fail) to make 
up for the fact that important directors and stars 
somehow were overlooked when the wee statues 
were handed out. 

This is the final film screening in this season.

Buena Vista Social Club
Wed 11 Feb at  6.00pm & Thu 12 Feb at 2.00pm
Wim Wenders • Germany/USA/Britain/France/Cuba 1999  
1h45m • 35mm • English and Spanish with English subtitles • U
Documentary

A film of ineffable sweetness and glorious music, 
unobtrusively directed by Wenders, Buena Vista Social 
Club is a documentary of Ry Cooder’s ecstatic discovery of 
long-forgotten Cuban musicians, and how he reassembled 
them into a wonderful band, named after a defunct 
but legendary Havana club. Interviews with the band 
are interspersed with the songs, and their dignity and 
serenity, and the undiminished virility of their singing and 
musicianship, are breathtaking. 

Bloody Sam: The Films of Sam Peckinpah Short-Sighted Oscars/Coming Soon

CROSS OF IRON BUENA VISTA SOCIAL CLUB THE AGE OF STUPID THE CLASS

COMINGSOONCOMINGSOON

The Age of Stupid
Fri 20 to Thu 26 Mar
Franny Armstrong • UK 2009 • 1h30m • Digital projection   
cert tbc
Cast: Pete Postlethwaite.

The Age of Stupid is the compelling documentary-
drama-animation hybrid from director Franny Armstrong 
(McLibel). A man (Pete Postlethwaite) stares into the 
camera, an expression of resigned despair on his face. He 
speaks: “We could have saved ourselves. But we didn’t. 
Amazing. What state of mind were we in to face extinction 
and simply shrug it off?” It is the year 2055 and the man 
is looking out from The Global Archive, a storage facility 
located in the (now melted) Arctic, preserving all of the 
greatest achievements of humanity in the hope that the 
planet might one day be habitable again. Or that intelligent 
life may arrive and make use of all that we’ve achieved. 
He pulls together clips of ‘archive’ news and documentary 
from 1950-2008 to build a message showing what went 
wrong and why.

The Class
Entre les mûrs
Laurent Cantet • France 2008 • 2h10m • 35mm   
French with English subtitles • 15 – Contains strong language
Cast: François Bégaudeau, Esmeralda Ouertani, Rachel Regulier, 
Franck Keita, Wei Huang.

Cantet’s Palme d’Or winner is a marvel, its authenticity 
deriving both from the superb performances of its 
non-professional cast and from a screenplay co-written 
by Bégaudeau, the teacher and novelist who plays 
François, a teacher of French 13-year-olds in one of Paris’s 
multicultural suburbs. Young, relaxed but firm, he generally 
wins respect. Still, kids can fall by the wayside, and even 
after he encourages Souleymane’s photographic talents, 
the young Malian seems somehow unreachable. Such 
a synopsis may be misleading, however. The teacher’s 
dealings with Souleymane constitute just one strand of 
a hugely rich tapestry and for the first hour this partly 
improvised film feels more like fly-on-the-wall documentary 
than fiction. Race, religion, age, sex, family and personality 
are all crucial to the dynamics of the classroom where 
most of the movie takes place, but Cantet wisely never 
preaches. Indeed, an allusion to Plato’s Republic is spot 
on: in a spirit of urgent enquiry, the film raises many 
pressing questions about education, communication and 
contemporary culture, knowing there are no easy answers, 
except that compassion and tolerance are paramount.
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Film Quiz 
Sunday 8 February
Filmhouse’s phenomenally successful  
(and rather tricky) monthly quiz.  
Teams of up to eight people to  
be seated in the café bar by 9pm.
 

Filmhouse Café Bar 
Drop in for a cappuccino, espresso or herbal tea 
and enjoy one of our superb cakes. 

Our full menu runs from noon to 10pm seven 
days a week! 

All our dishes are prepared on the premises 
using fresh ingredients. 

We’ve an extensive vegetarian range with a 
variety of daily specials.

A glass of wine? Choose from nine! The bar has 
real choice in ales, beers and bottles.

A special event? Just ask, we can probably help.

Or just come and relax in the ambience!

Opening hours:

Sunday – Thursday 10am till 11.30pm

Friday – Saturday 10am till 12.30am

0131 229 5932   cafebar@filmhousecinema.com

Courses, Workshops and Events at Filmhouse

Contemporary World Cinema Course  9 February - 9 March 

This Contemporary World Cinema Course introduces participants to the diversity of world cinema 
through study of a range of major releases from around the world over the past 12 months. Screenings 
are supported by original programme notes and reading packs provided by the course tutor, Dr Jonny 
Murray of Edinburgh College of Art. Illustrated seminar sessions see our chosen films discussed, 
analysed, and placed within their wider cinematic and cultural contexts through use of a wide range of 
excerpts from other related movies. See pages 20 - 21 for full details of the films screening.

The course ticket will cost £30/£20 concession, and with it you will be entitled to a special ticket price 
of £3 for each of the five films. To reserve a place on this course please book by telephone or in person 
at Filmhouse Box Office.

Script Talk   
A monthly scriptwriting session for adults interested in writing for screen, radio or stage. The session 
includes scriptwriting theory and discussion and feedback on scripts. All welcome.

Our next ‘Script Talk’ meeting will be on Sunday 22 February from 11am-1pm, cost £5. Please book a 
ticket at Filmhouse Box Office and receive an info sheet.

Exhibition  25 January - 21 February  

HIGHLAND TURKEY: The Anatolian community in Scotland   
A photographic exhibition by Aliki Sapountzi which juxtaposes Turkish Scots with images of street life 
in Istanbul. Exhibition in collaboration with 2009 Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern 
Spirituality and Peace. www.mesp.org.uk

We are delighted to be working in partnership with VL Scotland,  
welcoming international students to Filmhouse. 

New Bollocks Cinema

Victoria League Scotland
Welcoming international students

COURSE: BURN AFTER READING
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INFORMATION FOR PATRONS WITH  
DISABILITIES

Filmhouse foyer and box office are 
reached via a ramped surface from 
Lothian Road.  Our café-bar and 
accessible toilet are also at this level. The 
majority of seats in the café-bar are not 
fixed and can be moved.

There is wheelchair access to all three 
screens.  Cinema one has space for two 
wheelchair users and these places are 
reached via the passenger lift; cinemas 
two and three have one space each 
and to get to these you need to use our 
platform lifts. Staff are always on hand to  
operate them – please ask at the box 
office when you purchase your tickets.  

Advance booking for wheelchair spaces 
is recommended.  A second accessible 
toilet is situated at the lower level close 
to cinemas two and three.  If you need 
to bring along a helper to assist you 
in any way, then they will receive a 
complimentary ticket.

There are induction loops and infra-red 
in all three screens for those with hearing  
impairments.  Our brochure carries 
information on which films have 
subtitles. 

We regularly have screenings with Audio 
Description and subtitles for those with 
hearing difficulties – see page two for 
details of these.

Email admin@filmhousecinema.com or 
call the Box Office on 0131 228 2688 if 
you require further information. 

STAFFMAILINGLISTS ACCESS

RELATEDORGANISATIONS

FUNDINGFILMHOUSE

CORPORATEMEMBERS

The Leith Agency 
EQSN    
Vast Blue     

Edinburgh International Film Festival 
Tel: 0131 228 4051  Fax: 0131 229 5501 
www.edfilmfest.org.uk 

Edinburgh Film Guild  
Tel: 0131 623  8027 
www.edinburghfilmguild.com

To have this monthly brochure sent to 
you for a year, send £6 (cheques payable 
to Filmhouse Ltd) with your name and 
address and the month you wish your 
subscription to start.

This brochure is also available to 
download as a PDF from our website, 
www.filmhousecinema.com

Alternatively, sign up to our emailing list to 
find out what’s on when, and hear about 
special offers and competitions, by going 
to www.filmhousecinema.com

There is a large print 
version of the brochure 
available which can be 
posted to you free of 
charge.
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James McKenzie  
Chief Operations Officer

Rod White  
Head of Programming

David Boyd 
Chief Technician

Richard Moore 
Cinema Operations Manager

Allan MacRaild &  
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Robert Howie 
Catering Manager

Theresa Valtin  
Marketing Officer

Jakub Ondrousek  
Marketing Assistant

Jenny Leask 
Programme Coordinator

James Rice 
Programme Coordinator

Jayne Fortescue 
Administration Assistant

Hazel Clements 
Finance Officer

Newhaven     
Line Digital Ltd        



FINDINGFILMHOUSE

88 Lothian Road, Edinburgh, EH3 9BZ 

Nearest car parks: Morrison Street (next to 
the Conference Centre), Castle Terrace 

Buses: 1, 2, 10, 11, 15, 16, 17, 22, 24,  
30, 34, 35


