The 5th Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace, 
Edinburgh, Scotland, Saturday 1 March - Tuesday 11 March 2008.

Monday 10 March 2008

Day Workshop: Sufism: Doctrines, Practices and Historic Manifestations.
Facilitator: Professor Seyyed Hossein Nasr.
Venue: Meeting Room, Quaker Meeting House, 7 Victoria Terrace, Edinburgh.
Time: 9.30am-10am: Registration. 10am-2.30pm: Day Workshop.
Cost: £40/£30 (Concessions). £15 (Students).

Workshop Registration Form

Name:	
Address:


Phone Number:	Fax:
Email:	Web Site:

Faith/Spiritual Affiliation (if applicable):
Nationality:
Age:
M/F:

Representative of which Organisation (if applicable):
Contact details of your Organisation (if applicable):

Do you have any special needs? Yes/No	If yes, please specify:


How did you hear about the Workshop?:
What are your hopes for the Workshop?:

Can you publicise the Workshop in advance, in newsletters, on web sites, on email lists, etc?  Yes/No
Can you invite a friend or contact to this Workshop? Yes/No

Do you want to be on the EICSP Email List? Yes/No

Workshop Registration Fee

 £40/£30 (Concessions). £15 (Students).                                                                                         £ _______

Donation

 I would like to make an extra donation to the Edinburgh International Centre for Spirituality and Peace, EICSP?:  	                                                                                                           £ _______

Total Amount Enclosed: £ _______
	

Please return the completed Registration Form with a cheque payable to: 

Edinburgh International Centre for Spirituality and Peace, EICSP, via post to: 

Neill Walker, 4 William Black Place, South Queensferry, Edinburgh, EH30 9PZ. Scotland. UK.

Other Information

Middle East Festival Organisers:

Edinburgh International Centre for Spirituality and Peace, EICSP,
4, William Black Place, South Queensferry, Edinburgh, EH30 9PZ.
T: +44 (0) 131 331 4469, E: mesp2008@hotmail.co.uk, W: www.eicsp.org

Travel:
It is the responsibility of workshop participants to arrange their own travel, as required. 
For some travel tips see http://www.edinburgh.org/traveltips/intro/

Accommodation:
It is the responsibility of workshop participants to arrange their own accommodation, as required. 
For information about other options contact Edinburgh and Lothians Tourist Board, 
0845 2255 121 (UK), or +44 (0) 1506 832 121 (Outside UK), http://www.edinburgh.org/accommodation/

Venue Locations and Map:
Quaker Meeting House, 7 Victoria Terrace, Edinburgh, EH1.
http://www.multimap.com/map/browse.cgi?pc=EH12JL&title=Edinburgh

Access:
The venue has disabled access and disabled toilets.

Refreshments:
Please bring your own self-contained lunch, as required.

Belongings:
Participants are responsible for their own belongings.

Booking Confirmation:
Upon receipt of the Registration Form and payment, a confirmation email only be sent to you if you ask for confirmation. Otherwise, please just come along on the day where we will have a list of everyone registered.

Cancellation:
There will be no refund for cancellations after 1 February 2008.

Detailed 2008 Middle East Festival Information:
See: www.eicsp.org

Detailed Workshop Description:
This workshop presents a unique opportunity to study aspects of Sufism with one of the world’s authorities in this subject area.

Prof Nasr was born in 1933 in Tehran, Iran in a family of educators and scholars, his father having been one of the founders of the Persian educational system. Consequently, he received the best classical Persian and Islamic education during his early years in Tehran. He later came to the West to finish his secondary education at the Peddie School in New Jersey and after graduating as the valedictorian of his class, he went to MIT where he studied physics and mathematics and graduated with honors in 1954. Meanwhile, his interest turned to an ever greater degree to philosophy and the history of science and he transferred to Harvard University to pursue graduate studies first in the field of geology and geophysics in order to acquaint himself with a descriptive as well as a mathematical science, and finally in the field of the history of science and philosophy in which he received his doctorate from Harvard University in 1958 with specialization in Islamic cosmology and science. From 1958 until 1979, he was Professor of the History of Science and Philosophy at Tehran University and for several years the Dean of the Faculty of Letters and for sometime the Vice Chancellor of the University. He also served for several years as President of Aryamehr University in Iran. In 1962 and 1965 he was Visiting Professor at Harvard University and in 1964-65 the first Aga Khan Professor of Islamic Studies at the American University of Beirut. He was also the Founder and first President of the Iranian Academy of Philosophy.

In 1979 Prof Nasr migrated to the United States where he became first the Distinguished Professor of Islamic Studies at the University of Utah, then from 1979 to 1984 Professor of Islamic Studies at Temple University. Since 1984 he has been University Professor of Islamic Studies at the George Washington University.

Prof Nasr has lectured widely throughout the United States, Western Europe, most of the Islamic world, India, Australia and Japan. He has also given several major lectures such as the Azad Memorial Lecture in India, the Iqbal Lecture in Pakistan, the Charles Strong Memorial Lecture in Australia, the Gifford Lectures at the University of Edinburgh in Scotland and the Cadbury Lectures at Birmingham University in England. He has also been for ten years a member of the Directing Committee of FISP (Federation Internationale des Societes Philosophiques) and a member of the Institut International de Philosophie. Prof Nasr is the author of over thirty books and over 300 articles. His works concern not only various aspects of Islamic studies but also comparative philosophy and religion, philosophy of art and the philosophical and religious dimensions of the environmental crisis. See: www.nasrfoundation.org
 
Middle East Festival Ethos:
The Festival positively affirms the diversity contained within the religious and spiritual, educational, artistic and cultural, ethnic, and international traditions of the Middle East, as well as those here in Scotland. The Festival takes no fixed position on any political, ethical or cultural question. We intend rather to create a forum in which we can listen to one another more deeply and learn with a more open mind and heart. The emphasis of the Festival is on spirituality, and on spiritual, educational, and artistic and cultural approaches to peace and mutual understanding while celebrating Scotland in international terms. Most of the Festival events are held in Edinburgh. There are five main strands to the 2008 Middle East Festival, namely:

1. spirituality, and relations among spiritual and faith traditions; 
2. education and audience development; 
3. arts and culture; 
4. celebrating the diversity of Scotland; 
5. celebrating Scotland in international terms.

The Festival brings together at least three different kinds of presentations. First, we hope to learn from each other about our shared traditions, as well as those that form the unique voice of any one of us. Second, we will hear from those who have been active in peacemaking on a spiritual basis on the ground in the Middle East. Third, we invite participants to share in the musical and devotional spiritual practice presented, in order to gain an experiential view of the traditions that we discuss. 

One of the Festival’s overriding aims is to contribute to peace and mutual understanding through dialogue, spiritual and artistic practice, and improved mutual understanding among the religious and spiritual traditions that have arisen in what is now known as the Middle East, and more generally among those who have found a home in Scotland and the UK. Accordingly, the Festival seeks to engage a progressively wider and more diverse range of participants who have been active in spiritual and artistic approaches to non-violent conflict resolution and world peace. No speaker represents, or can represent, the totality of any tradition.

Festival participants are invited to shape their own experience during the Festival, and to take personal responsibility for participating as peacemakers and community builders. In particular, participants are invited to take personal responsibility for processing any conflicts or obstacles to peace that they experience, and for self-evaluating their own participation as peacemakers and community builders for the benefit of their wider life experience.

Conflict and obstacles to peace are of central importance in the lives of peacemakers and community builders. They hold seeds for our spiritual and creative development, and can provide energy to sustain such development. The Festival provides many opportunities to engage spiritually, creatively and non-violently with conflict and obstacles to peace in supportive and non-judgmental environments, allowing participants the opportunity to transform conflicts and obstacles to peace into new perspectives, insights and actions.

The Festival is managed as a charitable event for wide public benefit, and all events in the Festival should reflect the Festival Equality and Diversity Ethos.

Disclaimer: 
All events were as correct as could be ascertained at the time of going to press. The Festival organisers will not be held responsible for any errors in the listings in this guide or changes to any advertised programme. People attending Festival events are responsible for their own belongings. If you are travelling from any significant distance to a Festival event, then it is important to confirm the final arrangements close to the date of the event.

The opinions expressed by all speakers at the Festival are their own individual views and should not be identified with those of the Festival organizers or sponsors or with those of any particular religious or spiritual organization, tradition or community. One of the primary principles of the Festival is that all mystical and prophetic voices for non-violence and peace should be allowed a hearing, without censorship or prior vetting.

