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14-15 June 2013

Please send to: Neill Walker
4 William Black Place, South Queensferry, Edinburgh, EH30 9PZ, Scotland.

Places are strictly limited so early application is essential.

PLEASE WRITE IN BLOCK CAPITALS

CONFERENCE OPTIONS (please tick)

Whole Programme, Friday-Saturday evening £70 (concessions £56)

Saturday day only £50 (concessions £40)

Saturday including evening, £60 (concessions £48)

Friday evening only £10 (concessions £8)

Saturday evening only £10 (concessions £8)

Day rate includes coffee and tea but not lunch.

Please tick here if physically disabled, or have special needs, and give details.

CANCELLATIONS: 

A fee of £20 will be retained, after 3 June, no refund. 

PAYMENT OPTION

Cheque/Bank Draft/Money Order (payable to “EICSP”)

Name

Address

Email

Phone

EICSP is Scottish Charity, SC038996 • SMN is Charity 1101171 UK

ORGANISERS
Jointly organised by
the Edinburgh
International Centre
for Spirituality and
Peace, EICSP,
(www.eicsp.org) and
the Scientific and
Medical Network
(www.scimednet.org) 

SPEAKERS
Sr. Candasiri

Prof. Chris Clarke
Dr. Neil Douglas-Klotz

Dr. Peter Fenwick
Prof. Ursula King

CHAIRS
Neill Walker and 
David Lorimer

The Scientific and Medical Network
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The Scientific and Medical Network

Augustine United Church, 41 George IV Bridge, Edinburgh, EH1 1EL.



THE SPEAKERS

Dr. Neil Douglas-Klotz is the 
co-founder of the Edinburgh Festival of
Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace,
and the author of numerous books on
Middle Eastern Spirituality, including
Desert Wisdom, The Sufi Book of Life, The

Tent of Abraham, The Hidden Gospel and Prayers of the
Cosmos. He is the past chair of the Mysticism Group
of the American Academy of Religion and a long-time
member of the Scientific and Medical Network.

Ursula King, STL (Paris), 
MA (Delhi) PhD (London), FRSA, 
was Professor of Theology and Religious
Studies at the University of Bristol
(1989-2002), after teaching for many
years at the University of Leeds, in

London and in India, where she lived from 1965-70.
She is currently Senior Research Fellow at the
Institute for Advanced Studies, University of Bristol,
and Professorial Research Associate in the
Department of the Study of Religions at the School
of Oriental and African Studies. Her most recent
books are The Search for Spirituality and Teilhard de
Chardin and Eastern Religions.

Chris Clarke was Professor of
Applied Mathematics at the University
of Southampton (leading the research
group in relativity and cosmology) and
has served on the editorial boards of
Journal of Physics and Ecotheology.

Currently he writes and teaches on science and
spirituality. His spiritual practice is mainly informed by
contemplative Christianity. 

Dr. Peter Fenwick, FRCPsych
is Emeritus Consultant
Neuropsychiatrist, Maudsley Hospital
and Honorary Consultant
Neurophysiologist, St Thomas’s Hospital.
He is President of the Scientific and

Medical Network and of the Horizon Research
Foundation. He is the author, with his wife Elizabeth,
of many books, most recently The Art of Dying. 

Sister Ajahn Candasiri was born in
Scotland and raised as an Episcopalian.
After completing a general arts degree
at St Andrews she went on to train as 
an occupational therapist. She was
ordained as a novice nun in 1979 at 

the newly established Chithurst Buddhist Monastery
in West Sussex and in 1983 she took the higher
ordination there as a Siladhara. Since then she has
been active in the evolving community of nuns at
Chithurst Monastery, Amaravati Monastery and, more
recently, at Milntuim Hermitage in Perthshire.

Friday 14 June 2013
7-9 The Role of Spiritual Practice, an 

informal experiential evening with 
the speakers

Saturday 15 June 2013
9:30 Registration

10:00 Introduction by David Lorimer

10:15 Dr. Neil Douglas-Klotz:
Nomadic Spirituality:
An Evolutionary  View of Spiritual
Practice in World Culture

Various popular secular writers view spiritual
practice, including forms of meditation, guided
imagery, storytelling and chanting as outgrowths
and embellishments of something nebulously
called “religion.” This presentation makes the
case that what we currently call spiritual
practice arises in human culture to help us
remember various types of awareness, states of
consciousness and ethical values that were, and
continue to be necessary for human survival
and evolution. A short, guided meditation that
illustrates my thesis will be offered.

11:00 Prof. Ursula King:
Pierre Teilhard de Chardin’s Spiritual
Practice in Relation to his Evolutionary
Scientific Knowledge and Vision

My lecture will discuss the relationship between
Teilhard’s spiritual practice and his evolutionary
scientific worldview and vision on the basis of
his published Notes de Retraites 1919-1954
(2003), supplemented by comments on his
regular spiritual practice in his correspondence
and essays. This will open a wider discussion on
the meaning of a dynamic, action-oriented
spirituality and mysticism. 

11:45 Tea/Coffee

12:15 Prof. Chris Clarke: 
The Living Cosmos - from Oak Trees
to the “Big Bang”

Many small revelations from science and
spirituality are starting to come together: 
the sacredness of all living beings and eco-
spirituality; fertile but disputed ideas around
quantum physics and consciousness;
observational data from quantum cosmology;
cognitive psychology and the duality of mind.
These now compose a picture of a
participatory universe that is shaped by the
power of life, from its smallest elements to its
global dynamics.

1:00 Lunch

2:15 Dr. Peter Fenwick:
Current Models of the Human Mind -
can modern science give a good
explanation for spiritual experience?  

Neuroscience suggests that both experience
of the everyday world and spiritual
experiences are reflected in brain processes.
The outstanding question is whether brain
processes are both necessary and sufficient
to explain all these phenomena.
Neuroscience has contributed in a marked
way to our understanding of mind and its
brain correlates with experience, but
corrrelates are not causes.  Although the
standard scientific model of mind does not
extend beyond brain processes, there are
exceptions which suggest that spiritual
experiences are possible and that information
about the physical world can also be
obtained when the brain is clinically dead.  

3:00 Sr. Candasiri – Calming the Mind

This session will introduce a simple technique
for relaxation and calming the mind. It may
also, through direct observation, enable an
appreciation of the nature of mind, body,
thought and emotion.

3:45 Tea/Coffee

4:15 Meditation/Spiritual Practice

4:45 Plenary Panel

5:30 Conclusions

7:30 An evening of Storytelling, Music
and Poetry
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The Conference:
Science and religion are often seen
as rivals in terms of providing
ultimate explanations of life and
the universe. The focus of this
exploratory conference is rather
the interface between science and
spiritual practice, exploring themes
such as how scientists integrate
spiritual practice into their lives,
how science can confirm some of
the experiential insights arising
from spiritual practice, and more
generally, how science and spiritual
practice can be mutually
supportive, questioning and
illuminating. We have invited
scientists with a spiritual practice
and contemporary spiritual
practitioners with an interest in
science to come together to share
their experiences and insights.
Spiritual practice provides an
anchor for activity in the world just
as words arise out of silence. The
speakers will introduce as well as
talk about spiritual practices, and
Friday evening will provide an
experiential introduction to the
conference. On the Saturday
evening there will be a cultural
programme, celebrating some of
the conference themes through
artistic expression and sharing. 


